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. PREFACE 
The object of this study is to map out the compl ex 
processes of contemporary social change in a single commu-
nity of Baj au laut on the northeast coast of Malaysian 
Borneo (Sabah) and in particular to explore the role of 
consciousness in transformation. The Bajau case is a most 
interesting one because of the rapid and radical nature of 
change and because of the extraordinary flexibility of pre-
existing social structure·. The most dramatic changes dis-
cussed in this thesis took place in the space of less than 
one generation, effectively between 1960 and 1975. From 
a semi-nomadic, materially simple and virtually isolated 
existence prior to this period, Bajau of Bangau -Bangau vil-
lage have settled, oriented themselves to a mon ey economy 
and adopted an achievement ethic in lieu of the egalitarian 
values and shared subsistence of former times. 
The primary data for the thesis were obtained during 
1968-69 in Bangau-Bangau village, Semporna and a short 
follow-up visit in November - December 1975. For the ear-
lier period, I have had to rely on the recollec tions of 
villagers and scattered evidence in the writings of ethno-
graphers and travellers whose research interests were quite 
different from my oi.·m. Among the most impo rtant have been 
the studies by Harry Nimmo (1966, 1968, 1971) of the re-
l a ted Tawi -Tawi and Si tangkai Baj au communit i es in the 
early 1960s and Clifford Sather's researcl1 (1971) on the 
kinship system in Bangau-Bangau village itself in 1964-65. 
Early travel accounts and reports of expeditions, impres-
sively brou gh t together by David Sopher (1965) and Carl 
Taylor's 1931 account help to construct a picture of the 
earlier patterns of Ba j au life. James Warren's thesis 
(1975) on the socio-economic patterns of the Su lu zone 
provides some evidence on the economic role and social po-
sition of the Bajau laut in this region at the height of 
the Sulu Sultanate in the 18th and 19th centuri es . 
Analysis of Bajau social relations and their own ac-
counts of their situation from these 'slices in time' 
revealed the inevitable contrasts and contradictions of 
any chang e situation and at each stage demanded reconsi-
deration of the theoretical perspective within which they 
J. V 
met hodological practice (1966: 440) J mp 1 i c i t in a 1r: 
di alectical methoa is the conception of theory as ' emer ~-Dg 1 
(Glaser and Strauss, 1967; Blumer , 1969; Friedrichs , 19- 2): 
It must be emphasi zed that integration of 
the theory is best when it eme rges, like 
the concepts ... The trul y emergent, inte-
grating framework, . which encompasses the 
fullest possible divers it y of categories 
and properties becomes an open-ended 
scheme ... (Glaser and Str auss , 196 7: 41) . 
This research process has been one of constant inter-
action between empirical evidence and developing theor e·ical 
interpretation the latter at eac h point being projected 
back to encompass earlier data. I have tried to refl ect 
this process in writing the thesis itself. An inductiv e -
deductive approach is used throughout so that theoretic al 
discourse and empirical description are interp osed. Th is 
seemed preferable to the normal (hypothesis - research 
desi gn - findings - conclusion ) for m of presentation 
which could not do justice to the dialectical na ture of 
the research and analysis, no less the phenome non of ch ang e 
itself. This approach is most evident in Chapter Two, 
describing the evolution of the the ore tical fra mework e~-
ployed in the thesis, and in Ch2 pter Five whic h analyzes 
Bajau consciousness in relation to changing structures. 
Part I is introduce d with a description of the Baja· , 
1ay of life and the overarching political context to pr o -
vide perspective. It then sets out in grea ter de ta il , · ~e 
theoretical f ramework and rese arch procedures hhich are 
the basis for analy:ing the interrel a tionships of change in 
the Ba jau economic base, social relati ons and conscious~ess 
presen ted in Part II. 
V 
·orE: Throughout the thesis, quotations from Bajau 
respondents will be cited as follows: 
(pseudonym, occupation/residence: year of 
interview). 
CODE: Occupation 
E 
F 
L 
u 
s 
entrepreneur 
fisherman 
labourer 
unemployed 
student 
Residence 
H 
B 
house 
boat 
( f) f o 11 owing p s e u don ym ind i ca t e s that the re s po nd e =-- : 
quoted is female. 
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PART I 
INTRODUCTION: 
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CHAPTER ONE 
THE HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXT 
OF CHANGE 
The Bajau laut (sea Bajau) are among the last of the 
once widespread nomadic, boat-dwelling cultures of 
Southeast Asia. Referred to as 'Sea Nomads' or 'Sea 
Gypsies' in the popular and ethnographic literature 
(Nimmo, 1972; Sopher, 1965; Singh, 1976), their tradi-
tional subsistence technology was basically an adaptation 
of hunting and gathering .techniques to the strand environ-
ment.1 
Bajau subsistence fishermen have for centuries in-
habited the strand areas of the Celebes rim from the 
southern Philippines to eastern Indonesia. The Semporna 
area, formerly part of the domain of the Sultan of Sulu, 
was on the periphery of the migration pattern of the Bajau 
who inhabited the Sulu chain (see Map I). Until European 
colonial expansion in the late nineteenth century, Sulu 
was a multi-ethnic polity integrated by a redistributive 
trade and procurement system controlled by the Tausug 
(Warren, 1975). The only significant ethnographic work 
to date has been conducted among the Tawi-Tawi, Sitangkai 
and Semporna Bajau, numbering some 6,000 people still arti-
culated by ties of kinship (Nimmo, 1968: 39). 
Any attempt at a historical reconstruction of Baj au 
economic and social organization is extremely difficult 
since their movements left them largely outside the van-
tage of Western observation. Those scattered references 
available suggest that little change, at least in their 
material culture, took place over several hundr~d years 
and into the first decades of the 20th century (Sopher, 
1965). 
1 See Sopher (1965) for a thorough discussion of the 
ecological adaptation of the Baj au and other nomadic boat 
dwellers of Southeast Asia. 
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The narrator of Magellan's voyage barely noted the 
existence of boat-dwellers in the region in 1521, saying 
only, "the people of that island make their dwelling in 
boats and do not live otherwise'.' (Pigafetta, 1906: 53). 
Brief notations by Combes (1667), Forrest (1779), Wilkes 
(1842) and others refer to the Bajau as a timid and elusive 
people, living primarily in boats, dependent upon fishing 
and collecting for their livelihood, and having few pos-
sessions. The Spanish Governor of Zamboanga described 
them as: 
devoted to fishing with no other lodging 
than their vintas [outrigger boathouses] 
in which they all live, one family per vinta. 
They pass years without setting foot on the 
land except to ·collect kindling wood ... 
the extensive shallows · and reefs provide 
them with an abundance of fish which is 
nearly their only source of food and with 
which by chance they can obtain some rice 
and the extremely scant pieces of cloth 
with which they cover themselves. 
(February 17, 1845, cited in Warren, 1975: 
117-18) 
Carl Taylor, travelling in Sulu in 1931, describes their 
way of life in similar terms: "The Baj au Sea Gypsies are 
born in tiny sailing canoes, known as vintas and lipas. 
They live their entire lives upon the water, so seldom 
stepping ashore that old people say walking on solid 
ground makes them dizzy." (1931 :_ 4 77) 
Aside from the cursory nature of historical refer-
ences, our picture of Bajau society is obscured in the 
literature by confusion of the Bajau with other Samal-
speakers who were more closely adapted to the land and who 
today are generally treated as a distinct ethnic group. 2 
2 A problem arises in trying to define the distinction 
that exists between Bajau and Samal. Here I will be 
applying the terms 'ethnic' and 'caste' rather loosely and 
interchangeably, since connotations generally associated 
with both, apply in this inter-group situation. Never-
theless, it should be understood that neither term strictly 
defined, is entirely appropriate. In the sense that both 
groups are Samalan speakers and probably derived from the 
same stock, they are not distinct ethnic groups - although 
by virtue of culture differences and imputation the 'ethnic' 
dichotomy may be justifiable. Similar problems arise in 
the use of the term 'caste' as a differentiating principle -
the rigidity of group boundaries and the impact of dominant 
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Bajaa origins and their historical relationship to the 
other groups in the region remain the object of consider-
able speculation (Sopher, 1965; Nimn10, 1968). While 
boundaries between ethnic groups were never entirely static 
and no doubt frequently crossed, the Baj au laut seem to 
have maintained a distinct way of life from the time o f 
Pigafetta's observations until the Second World War . 
The only consistent information other than the con-
tinuity of their material circumstance, is of their peren-
nial pariah status in the Sulu region. In the late 18th 
and 19th centuries they were retained in more or less 
stable clientage relationships under the Tausug datus (the 
l1ereditary aristocracy a~d trading class of Sulu) who pro-
vided security in return for Bajau services in coll ecting 
tripang (sea cucumber) and diving for pearl shell. Bajau 
interaction with superordinate ethnic groups (Tausug and 
Samal) was limited to this procurement role and occ asional 
barter transactions. The Governor of Zamboanga (1845) 
reported that they were forbidden to bear arms (a highly 
important prerogative in militant Sulu society) and that 
in some places there were proscriptions against their 
entrance into towns or villages. 
Balandier's assertion of the political significance of 
myth (197Gb: 190) is particularly appropriate in the Bajau 
context. Recorded myths invariably stress their outcaste 
or alien3 status and refer to the negative symbols of 
group sanctions were limited by the Baj au nomadic lifestyle. 
Concep ts of pollution were generally ascribed, but as no 
overarching religio-cultural system has institutionali zed 
and rituali zed the relation ships , they are more fluid than 
those usuall y associated with the Indian system. Berreman 
(1972) has argued that caste can be viewed as a variant of 
the more inclusive concep t of 'ethnic stratification' . 
Following this both terms may reasonably be used to describe 
the Ba jau status category. Further confusion arises from 
the frequent practice of identifying all Samalan speakers 
as Bajau or Samal. Here I follow common practice in Philip-
pine ethnography, referring to all gT0ups presently living 
in boa ts or known to have been boat-dwellers in the recent 
past as Baj au or Bajau laut and al l other Samalan speakers 
as Samal. 
3 Linguistic evidence, however, indicates that Samal 
speakers including the Bajau , in fact preceded the Ta~sug in 
the Sulu region and that their culture probably evolved as 
the result of an independent and continuous process of 
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Bajaa identity - boat-dwelling and tpaganismt. Different 
versions put forth errors, acts of God or retribution as 
explanations for their despised way of life. One tale 
claims that the Bajau had once been Muslim. One day while 
praying in the Mosque a school of fish passed by. The 
Bajau could not resist tempta.tion Rnd jumped in the water 
to catch them, forgetting their religious duties. God 
punished them by casting them out forever. Ever since they 
were forced to wander the seas as pagans (Nimmo, 1968: 41). 
According to a popular variant of the Johore princess 
myth the Bajau originally came from that powerful Sultanate 
on the Malay peninsula. They had been charged with the 
safe conduct of the prin~ess of Johore to her betrothed 
when the envious Sultan of Brunei whisked her away. Her 
escorts were banished from their homeland and remained at 
sea to begin their wanderings (North Borneo Herald, April 1, 
1925: 57). In another tale, the chief of a group of boat-
dwellers, again from Johore, anchored his flotilla in the 
nose of a sting-ray. It carried the group far out to sea 
where they floated aimlessly for days until they finally 
reached Zamboanga. There they became subjects of the 
Sultan of Sulu who made a practice of distributing them as 
bride-price, thus dispersing them throughout his realm 
(Nimmo, 1968: 39-40). 
A final example of these etiological myths is related 
by Stone (1962: 122). It too integrates the two themes 
which signify Bajau identity and outcast status. According 
to this tradition it is the Sultan of Johore hin'.self 
whose incestuous wish was responsible for the plight of the 
Baj au. Desiring to marry the most beautiful woman in his 
kingdom, who happened to be his sister, the Sultan com-
pelled the Imam to perform the marriage. 
The imam hesitated but finally agreed on 
the condition that it would be performed 
in the middle of the ocean, for to marry 
one's sister on land was against Allah's 
will. The Sultan agreed, and called 
together all his people and to l d them they 
must build a bridge of boats far into the 
adaptation of coastal hunter-gatherers to the sea, rather 
than a mass migration at some point in time, as Sopher 
(1965) hypothesized (Spoehr, 1973: 22). 
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sea ... Just as the imam began to chant 
the marriage rites, a great wind arose 
and scattered the boats far and wide. 
The Sultan and his sister, and the imam 
were swept into the sea and drowned. 
The boats were carried far to the east 
and finally they arrived in the Sulu islands. 
But they had no kingdom and have no religion. 
Balandier (197Gb) cites several studies of African 
societies whose traditions over time emerged as rationali-
zations institutionalizing the hierarchical structure of 
the society. It is apparent that in Sulu, myths relating 
to the Bajau similarly served to integrate the ideology 
of subordination into the Baj au awareness and reinforce 
their identification with cultural forms disparaged in the 
wider society. 4 
Obviously these traditions stressing ethnic boundaries 
generated by some original sin or act of foolishness serve 
to justify the ethnic hierarchy of Sulu based on religious 
symbols and ecological dominance. The one mitigating 
factor which prevented total subordination of the Bajau 
was their nomadism. 5 They could protect themselves both 
physically and psychologically from the extreme conse-
quences of subjugation by taking up anchor and moving else-
where. 
The hierarchical structure of Sulu society has been 
maintained along ethnic lines to the present day despite 
the demise of the Sultanate at the turn of the century. 
Status distinctions between the three major groups have 
changed little. The Tausug, in the northern Sulu islands, 
where they are numerically predominant, monopolize the 
4 Many among the Baj au we interviewed did not admit 
knowledge of some of these myths. Those that were told by 
Baj au were simplified and more neutral, while the more 
elaborate and derogatory versions were told about them. 
My impression was that most of these traditions originated 
with the dominant culture. The Bajau themselves appeared 
to have a very limited oral tradition which may have been 
absorbed through contact with land grJups rather than 
generated by themselves. 
5 The Bajau are more properly termed semi-nomadic. 
Their movements tend to be restricted, to follow seasonal 
patterns and to emanate from a relatively stable 'home' 
anchorage. The typical radius of sea exploited in fi5hing 
for subsistence would be 25 miles from the mooring site 
(Nimmo, 1965: 425). 
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political and bureaucratic structures as well as sharing 
the significant trade with the Chinese. They consider 
themselves the sole purveyors of orthodox Islam and in 
every way to be superior to the other two groups (Keif er , 
1975). 
The Samal are shore-dwelling iishermen and agricul-
turalists who share the same language with the Bajau, but 
who s e cu 1 tu re i s as s er t e d to be di s tin ct . (The S am a 1 th em -
selves reject suggestions of genealogical relationship 
between the two groups.) They are Muslims but their reli-
gious practice is more syncretic than that of the Tausug. 
Their intermediate position in the social hierarchy is 
reflected in recent modifications in marriage practice. 
While each group practises preferential endogamy, there 
have been cases of inter-marriage between Samal and Tausug 
and less frequently between Samal and Bajau. There are no 
reported cases of marriage between Tausug and Baj au (Stone, 
1962; Keifer, 1975). 
The Bajau remain at the bottom of the socio-economic 
scale in the region. As has been mentioned, it is their 
boat-dwelling and non-Islamic culture which set them apart. 
They are considered dirty and uncivilized. The popular 
Tausug ascription,luwa'an, literally means 'vomit' or 
' s p at out ' . Sam a 1 refer to th em as p e 1 a ' u - a den i g rat in g 
term with no commonly accepted meaning, but possibly 
derived from perahu, the Malay word for 'hoat'. On the 
surface they have internalized much of this image. Stone 
(1962) administered an attribute scale to a sample of the 
three groups. The Bajau gave themselves consistently nega-
tive ratings on 'cleanliness', 'pride', 'religio sity ' 
and 'civilized' categories. 
Tausug-Bajau relations are not today a significant 
part of the contact and change situation for th e group of 
Bajau under consideration. Although Tausug dominate the 
islands in the Jolo area, their numbers and correspondi ng 
influence decline as one moves south. In Semporna, the 
focus of this study, the Tausug are present in insignifi-
cant numbers. There, local relations of dominance and 
subordination are defined in terms of Samal to 
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B . 6 aJau. 
The Semporna Bajau case is in many ways a classic ex-
ample of the modernization experience in a neo-colonial 
context. In outward appearances the superordinate/ 
subordinate relationships of the post-colonial society bear 
striking semblance to its predecessor. But the fact that 
the dominant society is itself in the process of transform-
ation has added repercuss .ions for ethnic minorities. 
Because of their small nrnnber and ability to take up 
anchor and move elsewhere whenever conditions became un-
settled7 the Bajau had succeeded in remaining outside the 
fluctuations of history and the European colonial experi-
ence until the Second World War. Immediately following 
the war, North Borneo (formerly ruled by the last of the 
Chartered Companies and prior to that part of the realm 
of the Sultan of Sulu) was converted into a British Crown 
Colony. Only then was a belated concern for political 
and social modernization initiated. The rapid development 
of the east coast and new colonial policies attracted 
6 It should be pointed out that while these are the 
only locally significant indigenous groups, they are rela-
tively unimportant in overall population terms. Together 
the Samal and Bajau represent less than 1% of the total 
population of Malaysia and 12% of the population of the 
State of Sabah (Sather, 1971: 28). Unlike the Philippines, 
neither the state nor the federal government distinguish 
officially between Bajau and Samal who are together listed 
in the census as Baj au. (The Baj au and Samal refer to 
them s e 1 v es by top on ym a s Sam a - 1 au t , Sam a -U bi an , S am a -
Simunul, etc. according to place of origin.) 
7 Even long-established boat communities have been 
known to disappear overnight. Several cases are mentioned 
in colonial records. In 1959 a siza~le boat flotilla 
moored at Sanga-Sanga for some 10 years completely dis-
persed after four Baj au men died mysteriously convincing 
the community that evil spirits were plaguing it (Nimmo, 
1968: 55). A more recent example is provided by Keifer 
(1975: 17). 
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Bajau nomads back to Semporna after the war and offered 
incentives to participate in the economy and settle per-
manently. 
In 1963, Britain, anxious to rid herself of excess 
colonial baggage, dumped the Bornean states of Sabah (North 
Borneo) and Sarawak in the arms of the already independent 
Federation of Malaya. Together with Singapore they formed 
the federated state of Malaysia. The ramifications of 
that event are still being sharply felt in Borneo and play 
an important part 1n the situational context of Bajau 
transformation. 
The indigenous and particularly non-Muslim peoples of 
Sabah and Sarawak reacted . negatively to initial proposals 
of federation with Malaya. They feared domination by the 
mainland and the intrusion of her communal problems 
(Ongkili, 1967). In fact the immediate but unacknowledged 
reason for Malaya's interest in the Bornean states was the 
necessity of counterbalancing her large 'alien' (pre-
dominantly Chinese) population, since Malays did not con-
stitute a majority on the peninsula. On the assumption 
that indigenous Borneans could be aligned with Malays as 
bumiputra, 'sons of the soil', their incorporation would 
guarantee Malay political hegemony. But the cultural land-
scape of Borneo in no way corresponded to that of Malaya. 
Ethnic Malays constituted less than 1% of the population 
of Sabah while less than 37% counted themselves to some 
degree Muslim (Cobbold Commission, 1962). Moreover, 
Borneans were intensely proud of their multi-ethnic, multi-
linguistic society. 
Sabah and Sara1vak nevertheless became part of the new 
state of Malaysia in 1963 and became absorbed in the 
resolution of the multifarious problems of that post-
colonial nation-state. But, despite formal guarantees of 
the integrity of the Bornean cultures, ensuing political 
manipulations insured the implementation of a Malayanization 
program - one aimed at cultural and political homogenization 
through the imposition of Malay language and fostering of 
the Islamic religion. 
The establishment of a unified national culture is 
consjdered a prerequisite to modernization in much of the 
Third World (Nash, 1959; Apter, 1963; Black, 1967). 
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But it is not always pointed cut that national unity move-
ments rarely have or are intended to have an equalizing 
or truly integrating effect, but rather tend to insure and 
legitimize the dominance of established interests. 
The issue of Malayanization became intimately linked 
to the exploitation of Sabah's considerable material 
wealth. The GNP of the state grew by 29% between 1972 and 
1973. Timber from the east coast (including the Semporna 
area) accounted for more than 70% of its export revenue 
and in 1 9 7 3 was "e q u a 1 to 8 4 % o f the tr ad e s u rp 1 u s of the 
eleven states of Peninsular Malaysia" (Burrough, 1974: 33). 
The granting of lucrative timber concessions to individuals 
favorably predisposed or ~cquiescing to government pres-
sures created an elite of nouveaux riches and reinforced 
a political system of pat.ronage. The elevation of Islamic 
indigenous groups was a natural consequence of Malayaniza-
tion policies and the Samal of Semp0rna (~t least those 
Samal leaders in position to take advantage of this situa-
tion) were among the favoured. 
As of 1969, it was not yet clear what long-term effect 
Malayan1zation policies Hould have on eth11ic relations 
between Samal and Bajau. On the one hand, power in the 
hands of local Samal politicians was magnified dispropor-
tionately. On the other, considerable political importance 
was being attached to recruitment of individuals and groups 
into Islam, and to encouraging the fragmented ethnic minor-
ities of Born20 to view themselves as 'Malay' for state and 
national political purposes. The overriding importance 
of absorbing indigtne~ in the interests of 'Malay unity' 
was a potential lever for Baj au social mobility. 
In 1972 a bitter civil war broke out in the southern 
Philippines between Muslim secessionists and the national 
government over long-standing economic and political 
grievances. The Sabah state government, with traditional 
cul t1.,ral and politic al ties to Sulu and with an ambitious 
chief minister who saw the advantage of increasing his 
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Muslim constituency, took in large numbers of refugees 
(p·e 1 a r i an) . 
To 1975 some 51,000 refugees had been admitted, in-
creasing the population of Sabah by nearly 10%. They are 
scattered along the coastal cities and towns and have had 
a disproportionate impact in these areas. Semporna alone 
took in 4,900 refugees (November, 1975 Immigration Depart-
ment Circular, Sabah, Malaysia), adding 25% to its dis-
trict population of approximately 20,000. Whole new com-
munities have been established in Semporna to accommodate 
the influx, but many have built, bought or rented houses in 
pre-existing villages on the coast or nearby islands. The 
poorer among them are acc9mmodated in the homes of rela-
tives or official 'sponsors', or in their own boats. 
The pelarian are a mixed lot. They range from rela-
tively well-to-do Samal and Tausug businessmen, skilled 
carpenters and craftsmen, to fishermen (usually Baj au and 
Samal) and a smaller number of subsistence boat-dwellers; 
some came with large amounts of money and high speed 
motorized trading launches, others with nothing; some were 
actually fleeing from fighting, others attracted by eco-
nomic opportunities in the much more prosperous Sabah (in 
1972-73, at the height of its timber boom) were taking 
advantage of a suddenly relaxed immigration policy. 
Technically, like any other immigrants, the pelarian must 
be sponsored (jerminan) and can seek only private employment, 
but they had been informally accorded special status by the 
sympathetic state government. 
The Baj au village of Bangau-·Bangau was already ex-
panding when the refugees came to Semporna. It was a con-
venient location for settlement, with easy access to town 
and sea. By 1975, 315 of the 1,442 household residents of 
the village were refugees, more than half of these being 
Samal. In addition to 315 refugees, 53 Baj au from the 
nearby island village of Labuan Haji, 30 Samal from locc=tl 
villages and 32 Bajau who had lived i11 boats in 1969 have 
moved into houses in Bangau-Bangau in the last 6 years. 
If we exclude the former boat-dwellers, who were tacit mem-
bers of the community before, 36% of the present population 
are recent immigrants, most of these non-Bajau. 
The arrival of the refugees has had important 
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consequences for the Bajau of Bangau-Bangau. First, 
refugee settlement in the formerly segregated Bajau village 
reduced the ability of Samal townspeople to define a sepa-
rate and inferior identity for the Bajau. Second, the 
consequent size and ethnic adulteration of the village 
militates against any future community level organization 
based on ethnic identification. It must be noted however 
that the direction of change up to that point predisposed 
the Bajau to offer no organized resistance to inmigration 
and the ethnic boundary destruction which ensued. 8 
8 Original villagers are ambivalent in their reaction 
to the new situation. The distrust and discomfort of 
rubbing shoulders with still condescending members of the 
subordinating ethnic groups is countered somewhat by the 
recognition and cosmopolitan air they consider the village 
to h2ve acquired. 
CHAPTER TWO 
THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The adoption of a competitive acquisitive ideology 
and the disintegration of traditional social structures is 
a common theme in the literature of contemporary social 
change. Many have argued that these are inevitable con-
comitants of incorporation into an international economic 
system which drastically transformed the ends and means 
against which traditional goals and economizing strategies 
now had to be measured. 
Under the aegis of '~odernization' studies, 1 sociolo-
gists have given far mor0 attention to asserting abstract 
correlates of change by analogy with Western experience 
than to explai11ing transformative process es themselves. 
An emphasis on achievement as opposed to ascription - on 
individual initiative uninhibited by constraints of kin-
ship or social obligation - represents the psycho-social 
core of ·the syndrome commonly attached to 'modern' develop-
ment (Lerner, 1958; Hagen, 1962; McClelland, 1962; 
Moore, 1963; Smelser, 1964; Levy, 1967). The interaction 
between conscious and unconscious processes that brings 
about such transformations receives superficial treatment, 
,,.;hile teleological and Western-modelled assumptions of the 
inevit able march of 'progress' and 'rationality' are left 
1 Critiques by Gusfield (1967), Tipps (1973) and 
Shiner (1975) among others have demonstrated the ethnocen-
trism and lack of conceptual clarity plaguing the use of 
the term 'modernization'. Where it is used in this thesis, 
it is no more than a shorthand generalization for social 
transformations taking place in a particular historical con-
text - that is, transformations under the pressures and 
conditions created by the international market economy, the 
industrial productive system and the intrusion of the his-
torically associated cultural packages and knowledge sys-
tems of the W~st . No assumptions are made regarding the 
necessary adoption of a determinate pattern in respon se to 
these pervasive forces . 
Similarly, 'traditional' is a convenient reference to 
the pre-capitalist patterns of the society under con si-
deration. It does not carry the connotations of 'static' 
or 'backward' sometimes attached to the term in this con-
text; nor can the associated characteristics be assumed 
antithetic to 'modern' social change. 
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2 to suffice for explanation of the phenomenon. 
The failure to incorporate a diachronic dimension ex-
cept in terms of stereotyped 'stages' has contributed to 
our very weak understanding of the dynamics of change. 
I cannot pretend here to do more than present one small 
scale case of social transformation. It is hoped, never-
theless, that this account might contribute to some future 
general explanation of the 
transition ... from primitive, tribal 
societies to new forms of society including 
a class structure, whether embryonic or well-
developed and in which the old principles 
of reciprocity and redistribution either 
disappear or no longer play the same role 
(Godelier, 1972 :. 2 94). 
I subscribe to Godelier's proposition that a fusing 
of synchronic and diachrunic analysis (of structure and 
event) is essential to the task. Similarly, a major con-
cern has been the relationship between conscious and un-
conscious processes (his 'rules' and 'laws') in change. 
While much of the thesis is devoted to describing the his-
torical processes of structural change, particularly in 
the sphere of economic ~ctivity and related social organi-
zation, the concluding chapters focus on the interrelation 
between expressed Bajau perceptions and attitudes to change 
and the structural conditions in which these operate. 
The initial thesis proposal was quite different in 
conception from the final product and it seems worth out-
lining the theoretical evolution which accompanied the 
search for a coherent and comprehensive approach to an 
2 A classic example is Lerner's (1958) The Passing of 
Traditional Society: Modernizing the Middle East. In it 
lie concludes that modernization is virtually equivalent 
to Westernization since "the same basic model reappears in 
virtually all modernizing societies ... Western society 
still provides the most developed model of societal attri-
butes (power, wealth, skill, rationality) which Middl.e East 
spokesmen continue to advocate as their own goal" (1958: 
4 7) . 
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interpretation of change among the Baj au. The main pur-
pose of the thesis remained the same throughout - to des -
cribe the process of transforrnation as experienced by the 
Bajau laut 0£ northeast Borneo and to place it in a theo-
retical context without artificially suppressing the com-
plexity of their situation. 
Balandier (1970: 193 - 94) has charged that sociology 
and anthropology can no longer distort reality by failing 
to take into account the full complexity and temporal depth 
of a social field in the misconceived interests of 'rigour'. 
The complexities of change phenomena in particular do not 
permit analysis of artificially isolated ele1Ttents. The 
Bajau case raised all the ,issues ordinarily associated 
with studies of minorities, stratification, culture change, 
modernization and political economy. The obvious difficulty 
was to find a framework 3ufficiently open to allow all 
these questions to be considered. 
From the first, the question of the most compelling 
personal interest was the villagers' 01"m articulately ex-
pressed conceptions of change. It was this concern with 
their id e o 1 o g y of change and a mo re genera 1 inter es t 1 n 
ethnic identity movements as active forces in social trans-
formation that led me to look at the notion of 'conscious-
ness' as a potential organizing theme for the thesis. 
The initial context for pursuing the question of the 
transformation of B2jau 'consciousness' was that of inter-
ethnic relations and changes in the economic and social 
boundaries within which these had been defined and con-
ducted. In particular the convergence between Schermerhorn's 
(1970) determinants 0£ ethnic integration and conflict and 
Marx's conditions for the emergence of an active class con-
sciousness suggested a synthesis which might encompass the 
whole range of self-defined purveyors of emancipation 
movements (ethnic, caste, sex, as well as explicitly class) 
so significant in the 20th century: 
We also need a theoretical perspective which 
would redefine the concept of 'class' so as 
to provide a general account of the processes 
whereby individuals and g roups come to define 
their larger selves in terms of certain 
characteristics and not others in different 
situations (Foster-Carter, 1973: 27). 
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To elaborate briefly, Schermerhorn seeks to account 
for 'modes of integration and conflict' between dominant 
and subordinate ethnic groups in a society primarily 
through the relationship between two structural variables, 
'enclosure' and 1 dominant group control over scarce 
values'; and one historical variable, 'activation' (1970: 
viii, 15, 125-31). Schermerhorn defines enclosure as 'the 
dime n s ion of st r u ct u r a 1 p 1 u r a 1 ism ' (p . 13 1) , and ' . . . 
exclusiveness of social participation regulated by insti-
tutional rules and standards of each cultural unit' (p. 
125). Indices of enclosure include ecological concentra-
tion, endogamy, institutional duplication, degree of eco-
nomic self-sufficiency an~ rigidity and clar i ty of group 
definition. Activation is 'intensified participation 1 
(p. 130) which can be brought on either by some inherent 
drive within a system or by an intrusive event. In either 
case it tends to make o1.d contradictions more .visible and 
pressing as well as to create new ones. 
Schermerhorn's hypotheses regarding interethnic rela-
tions are less relevant to the focus of thjs thesis than 
the analytical tools provided by these concepts . For Marx 
it was only under indus tr ial capitalism when increased 
concentration of labourers in the factory and their loss 
of control of the means of production would enable class 
consciousness to emerge (German Ideology, 1940: 24-25). 
These conditions are remarkably analogous to Schermerhorn 1 s 
two structural variables: 
Marx 1 s conditions for 
emergence of class 
consciousness 
Concentration of labourers 
- physically in the work place 
- psychologi cally by progressive 
elimination of old middle-class 
(artisans and intellectuals) and 
growing clarity of distinction 
between o\\rner s and non-owners of 
means of production 
Capitalist control of means of 
production 
= 
= 
Schermerhorn's 
·conditions for 
intensified inter-
ethnic conflict 
Enclosure 
Dominant ethnic 
group control of 
scarce values: 
cultural and 
material 
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Both conceptualizations attempt to grapple with the dia-
lectical interaction between vertical and horizontal rela-
tionships in stratified societies and their differential 
and contradictory implications for group definition and 
social action. 
Also relevant to this synthetic effort to link struc-
ture and consciousness is W. F. Wertheim's contention that 
'counterpoint' value systems are prevalent in all societies. 
He argues (1974: 106) that only by taking into account the 
subjective instability of value orientations can dynamic 
social processes be understood. Presumably it remains for 
the sociologist to search out the conditions under which 
countervailing systems may, come to the fore. It seems 
plausible to argue that the degree of enclosure (whether 
imposed from the outside or constructed from the inside) 
would be correlated witl1 the strength of the counterpoint 
value system subscribed to by the subordinate group 3 and 
that a more generalized theory utili zing these concepts 
could help to explain the emergence of collectively self-
conscious formations beside 'classes', strictly defined, 
as vehicles for social change. 
In any stratified system (whether ethnic, class or 
sex) there exists a dialectical tension between dominant-
group control of scarce values and resources (vertical 
relationship) and the enclosure (horizontal relationship) 
of the dominant and subordinate groups. In other words, 
there is a need to prohibit access to dominant group ad-
vantages, while maintaining the subordinate group con-
tribution (economic, procreational, etc.) to the system -
to keep the latter both out and in at the same time. 
Although sheer power may provide the initial accommo-
dation, ultimate stabilization of the relationship must 
3 This adds a psychological dimension to Schermerhorn's 
basically institutional concept of enclosure. The relation 
between the dimensions should be seen as reciprocal - pro-
pagation of counter-values increasing structural enclosure 
as much as vice versa . For example, feminism and black 
nationali sm have intensified perceptions of enclosure and 
in the process have increased the participation of numbers 
of women and blacks respectively in more distinctly en-
clos ed economic and political organizations (lobbies, 
cooperatives) militant tactical groups, etc .). 
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be mediated by ideological legitimation. This, most simply 
put, is the synchronic picture of stratified relations -
one quite frequently posed by functionalist sociology and 
legitimately accused of being static. But if the 'counter-
point' and 'activation' concepts are added to the model, 
dynamics can be reintroduced. The legitimating .ideology 
may dominate the system, but never totally encompass or 
consistently represent it by virtue of the contradiction 
inherent in the very relationship it must justify. Counter-
points are ideational representations of perceived contra-
dictions and are inevitable (although suppressed in varying 
degrees) in any hierarchical relation (Wertheim, 1974: 99). 
Activation may be the long_ term working out of these 
contradictory relations or external even ts which make rnan1 -
fest or place additional stress on them. 
Fig. 2:1 is a representation across time of the im-
pact of activating variables on the tr aditional Rajau-Samal 
accommodation. The Bajau ethnic - caste group was tradition-
ally characterized by a high degree of enclosu-:!·e: ecologi--
cally their domain was the sea; the land was the exclusive 
province of Samal and Tausug. Bajau were completely · 
endogamous and capable of near economic self-sufficiency. 
Their identity was clearly defined by their boat-living, 
associated secondary characteristics (material poverty, 
physique, dialect variation), and their animistic beliefs. 
The necessity or desirabil ity of provisions such as fresh 
water, vegetables and cloth obtainable from the land, as 
well as protection J.n certain periods from marauding groups, 
were factors which prevented completely independent sub-
sistence and perfect enclosure . Material necessities were 
traditionall·y obtained through simple exchange or the 
establishment of limited clien tage relationships with 
landed Tausug or Samal. Relatively high Bajau enclosure 
was accomp anied by passive acco:nmodation to Samal dominarice 
and a 1 ow 1 eve 1 o f interact ion 1 im i t cc. to es sent i a 1 e con o -
m1c transactions. 
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The two exogenous variables accounting for 'activa tion' 
of the Bajau group are: 
A) The introduction of new technology which had the 
effect of hooking them into a monetary economy, at fjrst 
in the pursuit of traditional ends and later, of new goals 
and ident if ica tion symbols. Initially it was the outboard er1g J.nc 
that had the most dramatic effect on their situation. It 
provided far more security and independence than lvas pre-
viously possible . It c~eated the necessity for cash and 
the preconditions for competitive relations: 
In the past we were one people - it 1s too 
bad. Now people go it alone. With engines -
we ' re always running (Tiling, 1969: F/H). 
B) The historical dcivelopment of colonialism and 
n ationalism had several extremely important consequences 
for the Bajau. National boundaries inhibited their 
traditional migration patterns and the introduction of 
citizenship regulations c.Teated. the first :3ignificaut dif-
ferentiations within the group. Modernization policies 
(closely bound to the first variable) brought taxes, wage 
labour and seemingly limitless consumption possibilities 
for those who 11ad cash. Finally, a nationa.l and state 
' Malayanization ' program aimed at homogenizing the language} 
culture and religion of indigenous ethnic sub-groups was 
initiated . The potential of these policies to transcend 
the caste dis tine tion between Baj au and Sa.mal was count er --
acted by the fact that implementation tended to be carried 
out through existing local power structures. 
These activating variables obviously had the effect 
of breaking down Bajau en closure. At the same time, the 
relative significance of Sam al control of scarce rewards 
(both material and cultural ) increased. When approached 
from this perspective of inter-ethnic relations, the most 
obvious contradiction to emerge was that between the new 
economic base of those Bajau involved in wage labour and 
cash accumulation, the mobility aspirations this inspired, 
and the traditional political and social subordination to 
the Samal which previous ethnic enclosure and nomadism had 
once mitigated. As economic change progressed 8nd sensi-
t iv it y to the i r low so c i a 1 s t a tu s in c re as e d , Baj au -Sam al 
relations became problematic and requj_rcd new accommLda tion. 
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At that point my prima:ry object \·! as to see h.ow t be 
new accommodation, brought on by modification or rigid ifi -
cation of old caste (prestige - power) l i nes would affect 
internal Bajau communal organization and identification. 
It was hypothesized that the strength of the Baj au counter -· 
point perspective (i .e. ethnic idePtity and alternative 
value system) and the degree of stTess on promoting col-
lective development would correspond to Samal resistance 
against Bajau mobility pressure. At this extr eme end of 
the continuum of possible Bajau-Samal readjustm ent, a rein-
forcement of horizontal ethnic-caste boundaries would be 
correlated with a mobilization of nei,.v found group resourc es , 
material and organi zation~l, for obtaining separately de-
fined goals. 
At the other extreme, a strategy of non-resistance or 
cooptation by the Samal would be expected to result in 
structural and cultural incorporation of the Bajau:; and 
the elimination of alternative val~e systems based on 
h .. , . 4 A h . , . corrunon et .nic iaenti ty. t t e same time tne growing eco -
nomic differences within the community would be exagger2. t ed 5 
with internally stratified and exploitative relationships 
supplanting former egalitarian principles. (See Fig. 2 : 2) 
Patterns already emerging in 1969 indicated a stro ng 
tendency among the Bajau in this latter direction, toward 
the assimilation end of the continuum. The shif t in hous e 
construct ion patterns (See Maps II and III) to wa rd the l and 
was sy1nbolic of the general community reorient a tion. 
Patterns of social organization also correspond2d to tho ~e 
s u g g e s t e d by the mode 1 . Se v er a 1 s u cc es s f u 1 f am i l i es amon g 
th e Bajau spoke of applying to sponsor, i.e. indenture, 
poorer Bajau boat-dwellers from the parent Philippine commu-
nity of Sitangkai who could otherwise not legally enter 
Sa bah. One particularly ambitious villager approached 
local immigration officials and politicians in an effort to 
establish himself as compradore in a scheme to br ing a 
fleet of Bajau boat-dwellers into th8 country as the basis 
for a commercial fishing enterpri s e. It is inte r esting 
-----'--
4 Although,class-oriented counterpoint v a lues woFld be 
expected t o emer ge ultim at cJ.y when t hes e lines b ecame more 
clearly drawn and ap parently rigid. 
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Figure 2: 2 Po s it e d E ff e c ts of n e 1·.; Baj au - Sam a 1 
Accommodation 
Samal T{esp~n se 
A . S am a 1 p re s sure to 
reimpose political 
and social enclosure 
based on traditional 
caste definitions. 
New economic 
sanctions . 
B. Retention of poli-
tical and social 
enclosure but with 
limited effect on 
Bajau economic 
mobility. 
C. Cooptation of up-
wardly mobile 
Bajau by Samal 
1 . e.L.ite. 
D. Non-resistance 
to Baj au 
aspirations. 
Mobilization 
I \ Consequences for 
Bajau organization 
and consciousness 
A. Mobilization: 
Use of new resources 
for obtairting sepa-
rate go al s; tendency 
to collective deve-
lopment; ~· t rong 
group identity. 
B. Communal Reorganiza-
tion: 
Stratified communal 
reo rg an i z at ion; 
community betterment 
projects. 
C. Comp r ado re : 
Upper- strata Sajau-
Samal alliance; 
up1-vardly mobile 
Baj au become conduit 
for exploitation 
of the group. 
D. Assimilation: 
Incorporation of 
Bajau at diffe rentia l 
class-st atus l evels ; 
cultural absorption 
of Bajau into Samal 
or larger Malayan 
identity and value-
system. 
Assimilation 
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that his rebuff was followed by _a previously unparalleled 
interest 1n village betterment. In t~e following weeks , 
he actively involved himself in the school issue and ini-
tiated an ultimately successful petition requesting the 
extension of public fresh water facilities to the village. 
Such organizational efforts had no precedPnt in the vil-
lage at that time and to my knowledge nothing in that vein 
was ever attempted by the village headman. These actions 
suggested the possibility of a reversal of the more appa-
rent tendency toward non-collective development and ass1m1-
lationism under the conditions posed by the model. Com-
parative examples of the enclosure/collective solidarity 
theme are provided by Donaghue's (1957) study of the social 
persistence of an outcaste Eta community in Japan and 
Tonkinson's (1974) study of the consolidation of an Abori-
ginal Australian community insulated by mutually reinforced 
stereotypes operating between themselves and white 
. . . 
m1ssJ_onar1es. 
Events which occurred between 1969 and 1975 interfered 
with ·whatever 'natural' direction Bajau-Samal inter-etL.nic 
relations might have taken. The heterogeneity of Bangau-
Bangau village which resulted from the settlement of large 
numbers of refugees (pelaTian) from the sout}1ern Philippines 
including Bajauj Samal and Tausug blurred the ethnic 
character of the village an d the ease of stigmatizing Baj au 
lau_! as well. Certainly the possibility of re-imposed 
'enclosure' on a caste basis (which was in their case im-
possible without continued segregation 5 ) had to be excluded 
as a possible outcome. With it the possibility of 
5 Like t h e Baj au , the E t a o f J a p a11 have no bi o 1 o g i c a 11 y 
distinguishin~ features . Their new social and occupation a l 
characteristics no longer fit the tradition a l stereotype . 
Yet outcaste status persists so long as residential s eg re-
gation and the security it provides, enables identification 
(Don a g h u c > 19 5 7 ) . 
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mob i 1 i z at ion bas e d on et h n i c j dent i t y w o u 1 d , by t Le o r 1_ - · 
ginal theo retical form ulation , have to be e lim inated. 
Aside from the difficult ie s posed by intrusive events, 
more serious defici encies in the capacity of the original 
perspective to explain fundamental aspe cts of the Baj au 
response to change became apparent. Framed in terms of 
:inter-ethnic re lations, the original approach Has inade -
quate to explain the dominant feature of the n ew Bajau 
'consciousness' - an emphasis on competitive indiv i dualism 
not modelled on any cultural value of indigenous e thnic 
groups and already articulately espoused by the Ba jau in 
1969 before any apparent modification • -4-l • 1n Lneir low social 
status took place. 
It was clear that a certain aspect of the n ew Bajau 
consciousness transcended ethnic terms of refere~~e, the 
traditional cultural values of their relev ant reference 
group (Samal), and my theoretical persp e ctive in the pro-
cess. During the second field trip, I became again 
interested in the more direct links betwe en economic base 
and ideol.ogy posed by Marx: 
It is not the consciousness of men that 
determines their being, but, on the co~trary, 
their social being that determines t he_: r 
consciousness (Preface, Crit iqu e of Pc~}i!ic_al 
Economy, 1970: 21). 
It was not until later, on reading Maurice Godelierjs 
Ra!ion~lity and Irrationality in Economics that the pieces 
began to come together and the possibiJ.ity of analysing 
both cultural identity and the ideology of individualism 
within a single framework became evident. 
Along with tha t of cu ltural ecology , the MaT:xis t 
school of anthropology has made a promising contribut i on 
to our understanding of the internal integration of the 
economic with other aspects of social life - cultural, po-
litical, etc. - in various hi storical social f ormati on s. 
The related problems of the tran sition from the domin ation 
of one mode of production to another in a society, and 
their empirical coexist ence and interaction have been 
maJor issues for Marx ist writers su ch as Althusser and 
Balihar (1970), Meillasoux (1972) and Godelier (1972 , 1974). 
Their formulations stress the domination of different his-
torical systems by different structures of the social 
formation: f or examplet the kinship system among cl.as :;lcss 
') -
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hunter-gatherers; the poli+ico - religious system in 
arc hi cal st. ate soc iet ie s; money and the maTket in 
capitalist formations. The rationality or necessity of 
this domination by one structure or another is sought in 
the type of social relations demanded by the material 
condition s of existence (the economic) in n. giveJ~ social 
instance. 
The Marxist perspective provides a Ja rger and more 
satisfactory framework for explaining Bajau transformation. 
It poses a new set of questions for analysis : how did 
changes in ~ocial relations and consciousness correspond 
to the transformati.on of the Bajau economic base and how, 
1n turn, did these influeijcc the direction of that change? 
What historical and structural factors accounted for the 
particular pat tern o £ socio -economic change exp e ~Ci enced by 
the Bajau laut.? And what implications may be drawn from 
their case for a general theory of social change ? 
This reorientation does not dispense with the original 
question of ethnic consciousness or the concepts of en-
closure, activation, etc. which were elaborated to explain 
it. It will be argued that the articulation of distinct 
modes of consciousness characterize social forraations as 
do different modes of production. The political-cultural 
ethic based on religion and ecological divisions wh~ch 
integrated the traditional Sulu hierarchy continues to 
find expressicJn in Baj au attitudes and values. The status 
considerations these generated certainJ.y were a prime force 
motivating Bajau mobility aspirations. But these coexisted 
with a distinct ideology of economic rationality that 
reflects the fundrunental sh ift in the crganizing principle 
of society which the ter2 'modernization' has came to 
imply. 
With the division of labour, the separation of pro-
duction from consumption uni ts and of labour from the means 
of production, as well as the correlative pervasion of 
general-purpG..:;e money t the economic for the first time has 
been isolated from other aspects of social life (Godelier, 
1972: 301-2). By 1969 the organizing principle of the 
new Bajau way of life had become economic maximization, the 
optimum allocation of money resources by each indiridual. 
Economic 'rationality' came to supersede the wider social 
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rationality of traditional system s . Yet this developme nt 
did not preclude the attractiv eness of parochial ethnic 
and religiovs idioms which,modernization theorists would 
le ad us to expect, should have declined in potency . 
Without rejecting the potential utility of the ori-
ginal proposal in explaining identity formation under 
certain conditions, I feel that an interpretation based on 
productive rel a ti.ons rather than inter-ethnic relations is 
fundamentally more comprehensive and has greater potential 
for explaining the complex and contradictory processes of 
social change and consc iousness fonnation among the Bajau. 
If, following Marx, consciousness is embedded in 
(arising out of and interacting with) other aspects of 
social structure, it is imperative to begin our analysis 
of Baj au trans format ion r:1i th changes in Baj au economic and 
social organization. Chapter Three provides an overview 
of the structural chara~teristics of traditional Bajau 
society and attempts to present,in both synchronic and 
diachronic dimensions, the changes in these patte r ns in 
Bangau-Bangau village to 1969. Chapter Four concentYates 
on the economic forms and organizational consequences 
which followed on thes~ developments. Finally, Chapter 
Five and the conclusion return to the questions raised 
here regarding consciousness in Bajau social transformation. 
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Notes on Resea rch Me·thod 
External constraints, role definitions of the re-
searcher as well as personal involvement in the community 
and philosophical perspective significantly influenced th e 
way data was collected and interpreted for the thesis. 
Important differences resulted fron1 the contexts in which 
the 1969 and 1975 information was coll ected . 
In the earlier period, sociological investigation was 
not the primary focus of activity. My husband and I were 
contracted to teach for two years (1968 and 1969) in the 
Semporna Secondary School. Our interest in the Bajau vil -
lage of Bangau-Bangau grew out of a friendship with the 
two Baj au students in the ·school. For the first year ,ve 
continued to live at the school, learning the Bajau lang-
uage and visiting the village. Our decision to move into 
the community the second year was prompted by a mixture 
of academic interest in their way of life, preference for 
a different life style and concern for the obvious edu-· 
cational disadvantage and social exclusion they experienced. 
The early research evolved out of our attempts to 
establish a role for ourselves in the village and to make 
some sense of the myriad contradictions around us. As 
teachers and 'Europeans 1 we could find no readily accepted 
explanation for choosing to live in the village. It was 
fortunate that we had been preceded in 1964 by an anthro-
pologist whose activities established readv-made ro1e 
expectations. Note-taking began in earnest when one woman 
chided us for failing to demonstrat8 our seriousness about 
learning their language and ways by carrying a notebook 
'like Sather did'. 
Still, information collection re!nained subsidiary 
from our point of view to the experience of living there. 
We taught Teading to children on weekends, accompanied 
people to the hospital and joined in gossip and political 
discussions. We did not assume the role of 'neutral ob-
servers' and were directly (if naively) involved in attempts 
to organize political action aimed at getting a school for 
the village. We were, I believe, primarily neighbours 
and friends to those who knew us well, as they certainly 
were to us. 
Our information gathering grew and became more 
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systematic as the sources of the problems of the co@nun i t y 
became more clear. As ti.me went on, villagers more fre e l y 
expressed themselves about exploitation by those on the 
land, their desires for a more respectable identity and 
better material life. 
The complexity of their situa~ion was intellectually 
and emotionally compelling. Throughout the year we kept 
a diary of events, comments and impressions. Later we 
started a notebook on topics such as the jerminan (inden-
ture) system> village organization, wage-labour, etc. In 
the last few months we began doing open-ended interviews 
with house and boat-dwelling people. 
Interviews in 1969 were unstructured, although dis-
cussion inevitably centered around change. No standard 
sampling technique was used. Beyond the 15 or so families 
known to us well, interviewees were selected at random. 
In fact , the interview process became an important means 
of getting to know villagers with whom we might otherwise 
have had only passing contact. On both parts it was an 
enjoyable, even entertaining, experience. Note-taking was 
open and expected. Complemented by information supplied 
by outsiders (hospital doctor, assistant head of P.W.D., 
l ocal politicians), I am confident that the early data on 
which much of this thesis is based was comprehensive and 
reliable. 
In many respects, because of the period of time spent 
in the village and the spontaneity of information offer ed, 
t he 1969 data has important advantages over the later 
material. The day-to-day involvement in the community 
sensitized us to the 'personal m~anings' within ·h1hich so-
cial action occurred. As Bruyn remarks, 11 society must be 
understood in terms of inwardly felt social bonds, the 
sense of community and the personal demands of reciprocity 
which exist aJnong people living together" (Bruyn, 1966: 90, 
my emphasis), or, in the Baj au case, their subjective per-
ception of the loss of these. Also i~dispensable to under-
standing the Bajau situation as a minority group was the 
perspective gained from the outside looking in, as teachers 
in the predominantly Samal secondary school in Semporna. 
Despite more severe restraints in the subs equent 
restudy, att empts were made to obtain data as comp ar ab le 
\. 
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as possible to this early material. Limitations of time 
and the sensitivity of the project posed serious probl ems 
in 197S. It was possible to extend our stay in Sabah for 
only six weeks, of which the first two were largely ab-
sorbed in regaining language facility. Focus rem ained on 
the broad pattern of developments rather than a single as -
pect as it was neither possible nor desirabl e to reduce 
change to any significant single dimension which could 
be conveniently studied in detail. Nevertheless imbalanc es 
inevitably resulted from these constraints. More compre-
hensive information on kinship ,for example, to determine 
the limits of its influence on developing economic forms 
might have proved valuable. 
The Sabah government has not been s~npathetic to out -
side research for some time. Questions of cultural imperi-
alism, economic exploitation and minority status are in-
evitably sensitive issues, but impossible to avoid in thi s 
study. Having already established local ties with students 
and neighbours f~om our previous stay helped in gaining 
confidence, but the discretion with which these subjects 
had to be approached put statistical substantiation of 
c~rtain data out of the auestion. 
> 
The level of in and out-migration since 1969 (see 
Chapter One) was such that a decision hQd to be made as to 
what group(s) were to be included in the restudy. A house-
hold survey was conducted including all residents of the 
village ,regarc1less of ethnic background or length of resi-
dence ,to obtain general population information and place 
interview data in perspective ; but for the sake of com-
parability intensive rese ar ch was concentrated on those 
villagers who had resided in Bangau-Bangau in 1969. 
The theoretical frame work of the thesis focuses on 
the interrelation between changes in economic base, social 
organization and ideology. Data collection in 1975 was 
aimed at gauging the extent of internal stratification, the 
type of relationships (corporate, dependency, individualist) 
associated with it; and individual perceptions of the 
choices and values to which the community apparently sub-
scribed. Throughout, the impact of external impingements 
were taken into consideration, although these could onl y 
be assessed throu gh observation and i nformal conversation 
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with local Sarnal bureaucrats and politi~.ians and Chinese 
shopkeepers. 
Webb and Campbell (1966: 3) and later Denzin (1970: 
26) stress that any one sociological method is grounded by 
its own peculia:c bias and inevitably excludes potentia.1ly 
relevant dimensions. Only by tria~gulation> the combina-
tion of multiple methods in res car-ch design, ca11 inherent 
methodological weaknesses be systematically counterbalanced. 
With lack of time placing limits on the use of participant 
observation techniques and the lack of 'openness 1 on the 
subject of inquiry affecting the content of individual 
responses, a variety of techniques were all the more neces-
sary in order to obtain a 11i·ide range of information and 
to verify data. Observation, survey, semi-structured inter-
view and the use of informants were employed. 
a) Participant observation unfortunately played a 
much less import~nt role in the 1975 research than pre-
viously. Nevertheless it was invaluable in checking ex-
pressed values and attitudes against behaviour and in veri-
fying some of the information obtained in interviews. 
For example, when a fish dealer gave his income as $100 a 
month, but regularly had a number of sacks of dried fish 
(each worth more than that amount) in front of his house 
awa iting shipment, a second interview or resort to other 
informants was necessary. Such inconsistencies could 11ot 
have been picked up without day-to-day personal involvement 
in the community. 
b) A survey was conducted and a map made of the 
village during the first two weeks with the assistance of 
a Bajau research assistant . This was aimed as much at 
ga1n1ng some orientation to the village (now· radically 
changed), as at obtaining gross statistical data. The fol-
1. o 1v in g info rm at ion was ob t a in e d for each ho us eh o 1 d : name 
of owner; number of residents (adult males, adult female s ~ 
and children); n2me, sex, ciccupation and income c,\rhe re 
possible) of every working person in ~he household; 
connection to electricity and water faci l.ities; name of 
owner and type of any productive resource (boat, shop, car, 
etc.); number of refugees living in the household. 
Information on kin relationship of household members ~a s 
not solicited as this was thought to be too time-consuming . 
Too, it was questionable whe ther such data would have 
contributed to any meaningful interpretation. Given the 
tremendous latitude in traditional marriage and residenc e 
practice, statistical significance would have been di f fi-
cult to establish for whatever shifts might have taken 
place in svch a short period of time. 
c) Thirty semi-structured interviews were attempted 
which varied considerably in depth a~dd;gree of formality. 6 
No effort to obtain a random samnle was made. Firth (1966: 
360) notes the difficulties of using a true raridom sample 
in studying fishing economies. It is a].l the more proble-
matic when the type of fishing requires long periods away 
and has become mixed with other economic forms as among the 
Bajau. According to Firth the researcher 
must decide what facts out of the bewildering 
flow that is passing before his eyes, a1·e most 
likely to give the key to the economic pro-
cesses and concentrate upon those , .. It is 
preferable [to random sampling] to attempt to 
cover selected groups or units inte~sively, 
over long periods, and set the reslilts against 
their kno,,vn circumstances and general background. 
Since much of the interview was concerned with atti-
tudes and values, the ability to establjsh rappo7t and 
weight the validity of responses was an important criterion. 
The assumption was made that discussion would be more op en 
and less guarded with those who had lived in Bangau-Bangau 
in 1969 when we first stayed there. Familiarity with the 
researcher had the added advantage of providing a time 
dimension against which respondents could frame their res-
ponses ('since you were here last ... '). As the primary 
objective in sampling was to obtain data for comparativ e 
and supplementary purposes, as many as possible of the ori-
ginal informants were sought out. Many of them had ea.rlier 
expressed very strong ideas about change and it ~as con-
sidered important to find out how time and differential in-
dividual goal-accomplishment had affected these. 
6 The English translation of questions raised in the 
interviews can be found in Appendix II. The precise orde r 
was not always follo,ed, nor were all questions cov e red 
in every interview. 
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Another important criterion in the selec·tion of res-
pondents was social mobility itself. Individuals in those 
strata assumed to be the most and least affected by change, 
both in life-style and ideas (that is, the entrepreneurs 
at the one end of the spectrum and boat-dwelling fishermen 
at the other) were intentionally over-represented in the 
sample. 
With these maJor criteria satisfied, an effort was 
made in the remaining interviews to include representatives 
of other significant groupings for comparison. Figure 2:3 
1s a breakdo,m of the thirty primary respondents' social 
h . . 7 c aracteristJ_cs. 
All interviews were carried out in the Bajau dialect 
by my husband and myself. It was certain that the use of 
a Baj au assistant would negatively influence free expres-
sion on sensitive subjects and that the necessary degree 
of flexibility i n interviewing would not be possible. 
Regular sessions ,vith an English speaking assistant helped 
iron out difficulties in interpreting statements and ques-
tions of meaning that occasionally arose. Recording of 
interviews on tape would have been preferable for the sake 
of precision, but was not adopted since it might have 
caused di.scomfort to those less assured of our motives. 
Note-taking was less problematic because i~ was customarily 
associated with the European role-set. Still, this accep-
tance was not unconditional. We were frequentJy questioned 
in detail: "Are you writing a book/' "What is the pur-· 
po s e o f th i s q u e s ti on , '' , e t c . Prob in g f o r i :n. f c nn at ion on 
income, power relations and status could hardly seem to 
them as innocuo~s as obtai ning kinship information. 
Studies under the aegis of 'et~1ome thotlology ' 
( G a r fink e 1 , 1 9 6 7 ; Turner , 1 9 7 4 ) have among o the r thing s 
sensitized social scientists to the holes in their evidence. 
Vague reactions, the unwillingness or inability of indivi-
duals to provide information must be analyzed as data in 
7 This information describes the characteristics of 
the ·primary respondent in any single interview (most often 
the head of household). Other members of the household 
were invariably present during the interview and contributed 
substanti ally to the discussion. No two of the thirty pri-
mary respondents are from the same household unit. 
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Distribution of Characteristi c s of the Thirty 
Respondents Inte1·viewccl in 1975 
Char ac teri·s tic 
Occupation 
Entrepreneur 
Clerical Worker 
Labourer 
Fisherman 
Un emp loyed 
I1w~!-l in&_ 
House 
Boat 
Sex 
20-40 years 
41 ·· 6 0 ye a rs 
Male 
Female 
Religion 
Avowed Muslim 
Non-Muslim 
Ethnicity 
Bajau 
Other 
Education 
Primary 
Secondary 
Religious 
None 
Res:den ce Period 
Resident of Bangau-Bangau 1n 1 969 
In -Migrant since 1969 
Prevj ou s __ Responde_n ts 
Interviewed in 1969 
Not previously intervi ewed 
8 
2 
7 
11 
2 
22 
8 
19 
11 
28 
2 
22 
-8 
29 
1 
1 
1 
2 
26 
26 
4, 
1 i1. 
.J • • 
16 
------·--------·---·-----------
itself. M.C. Ward's study of language learning among rural 
black .'\me1·icans concentrated on the structural signific:ance 
of what their children didn~t say. As Ward's study makes 
clear: "What a given person refuses to say, when and why, 
is as much a part of the data as is a fairly predictabl e 
standard ans1:1er" (1971: 14 - 15). 
The quality of these thirty inte rviews v ar ied con-
siderably , reflecting in some cases social distance from 
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the researcher or sensitivity of the subject matter. On a 
number of occasions topics had to be dropped when discussion 
was ca us in g dis com f o rt o r resp on s es were evasive . I t ~v a s 
sometimes pC>ssible to fill in missing data through ob sE.rva-
tion or from comments volunteered by others. As the pur-
pose or the interviews 1,:as rather qualitative than quanti-
tative, incomplete interviews were not discarded. 
In other cases, unresponsiveness was apparently the 
consequence of the meaninglessness of certain concepts and 
issues. This was typical of some of the interviews with 
boat-dwellers in 1975. 'Si -ta 'a' lwho knows) was a common 
response to questions on change and the future, revealing 
in itself of the increasingly more limited participation 
of the fishing/boatdwelling Bajau in the processes affect-
ing the rest of the comwunity. 
Finally, the terseness of Bajau linguistic and cultural 
style has its effects on the richness of subjective data. 
It wa.s not uncommon to get two-word or single-pl1Tase res-
ponses to the most open-ended of questions. Pressing for 
elaboration was not always successful and there was the 
danger of pre-str-ucturing answers. Brevity was often com-
pensated by th2 power a~d succinctness of statements and 
the patterns that emerge when responses are analyzed to -
gether. 
d) Infor~1ants. played important roles in verifying data 
and in supplementing observ ation , survey and intervi ew 
material. The most valuable informants were: the family 
of the Chinese shopkeeper in Semporna who had dealt Vv'i th 
the Bajau for decaC:es and no1.v supplies some of the retail 
goods for the :n.ew Baj au-own ed shops in the village; the 
local immigration officer who provided information on the 
refugee situation and changing Bajau citizenship position; 
and, within the village, our former student and language 
instructor (now working in a clerical capacity for the 
Public Works Department), whose background knowledge was 
indispensable in reconciling occasional contradiction s in 
the data, in supplying information about sub rosa bu s iness 
and political happenings that would never have come out in 
the interviews and in checking and correcting any ques-· 
tion2ble translations. 
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The necessity of triangulation of methods in enabling 
cross-confirmation cannot be stressed too much. The com-
plementarity of the material coll ecte d in the two periods 
in addition permits confidence that despite the deficiencies 
pointed out, particularly those resulting from the 
sensitivity of the economic and ideological questions raised, 
its interpretation is premised on reliable data. Mor e 
important, is the subjective experience of community in-
volvement.. 
Out of concern for a practical and committed social 
science, Gerrit Huizer emphasizes the import ance of 'exper-
iential knowledge' and 'evaluation from within'. He sug-
gests that informaJ. 1 personal and empathetic involvement 
is prerequisite for genuin~ understanding of a people and 
their situation: 
This play-it-by-ear technique was the appropriate 
method -- the only one in which I was not aca-
demically trained -- which worked, when I went 
for the first time to work in a small villag e 
in El Salvador . . . (1976: 6) 
Being accepted as an insider 'on the right side' 
was sometimes a conditio sine qua non for getting 
even the most basic information correctly ... 
(p. 10) 
Huizer, along with a growing number of social scientists, 
rejects the 'neutral-observer' role 1n research since it 
negates the possibility of real understanding. Active 
involvement in village social and political af fairs has J.n-· 
fluenced my interpretive framework and the character and 
quality of the data in no small way. 
PART II 
. ·c1-IAJJTER THREE 
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION: TRADITION P.ND CHANG E TO 196 9 
Economic Base 
- ------
The economJ_c base of Baj au society had been marked by 
_.l .,_ C: 
. L .:, subsi s tence character although not by extreme hard ~ 
ship or famine. Traditional technology was laTgc ly an 
extension of the extractive techniques of land--base d hunter-
gatherers. The spear (made of sharp erred bamboo) j for ex -
ample 1 the primary means of catching fish until Tecently, 
is similar to the chief we~pon of the hunter of la11d ani-
mals. Taylor (1931: 477) lists only two other fishing tech-
n J_ q u e s in us e in Su 1 u at that time : s tu p e f i cat i (: !1 , u sing 
crushed leaves which excrete a kind of poison; and the 
communal fish drive, magambit. The magambit took place 
during periods when movements of large schools of fish 
could be exploited, and involved as many as one hund~~ed 
boats. These surrounded a school of fish which were caught 
in nets made of bark or speared as the boats clos ed in. 
The catch was divided equally among thr: particif<1t ing boats. 
The Baja.u made use of underwater snares to catch crus-
taceans living in shallow water burrows -- a coEmon Llethod 
of capturing sma 11 burrowing l ond animals ~ln many parts 
of the world . The Bajau also shared •.vith land-·d1-ve lling 
hunter-gatherers a dependence on drying as the primary 
means of preservation of food. 
The Bajau, however, were probably not self-sufficient 
for long periods and have always engaged in barter with 
1 and- dwellers (Sama 1 and Tausug) for provision of water> 
cassava and occasionally vegetables to supplement their 
diet . It was to this sphere cf relations that Bajau inter-
actior: with other groups has been strictly limited. 
In the 18th and 19th centuries, their procurement acti-
vities (gathering of tripang, giant clam, turtle egg and 
diving for pearls) provided one of the mainstays of Sulu's 
China trade. From the little documentary evidence available 
it appears that Tausug' datu received a fixed amoun t of sea 
produce from Baj au clients as tributary tax (Warren , 1975). 
Above this amount an exploitative exchange system was 
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operative by 1-:hich pi8ccs of cloth or tobacco, of markedly 
lesser value than 'the produce provided, were given to t11e 
Bajau headman for distribution. This system degenerated 
with the weakening of the Sultanate in the late 19th cen -
tury, but certain a.spects of the dependency relat i oll ship 
have re-emerged and perslst into the present. 
1Vith the decline oi. the Sultanate and the imposition 
of European colonial power over its domain, Chinese merchant·· 
traders began to play an increasingly significant role in 
the local trade. They soon attracted the surplus produc-
tivity of the Bajau fishermen that had formerly been absor-
bed by the <la tus. It was the Chines e who initiated 1nno ·· 
. ----
va tions in Baj au fishing t:yc hnology that ult imately drew 
them into the money economy. 
Early trading relat ~ons were conducted by barter and 
frequently prov1sions were advanced by the Chinese merchant, 
for which he received the surplus in dried fish. Usu ally 
a permanent cycle 1-.ras established. of debt and :cepayment. 
But as dependence on trade goods and 1:tore and more sophi s --
ticatcd equipment g re11, money became an e:;sen tial commodity. 
In 1969 a mixed system of cash and credit/advance trans-
actions operated bet\'V ee1:. shopkeepers and thE.ir Baj c";.U cli-
ents (Interviews with Chong Kee Pan and Koh Pak Sengs 1969). 
Metal harpoon -·points, commercial fish hooks , kerosc11e 
J.anterns for night fishing, cotton (later nylon) co rd for 
netting and salt for preserving, made fishing activities 
more productive. But it was the introduction of the small 
2 !2 h . p . out boar d en g in e in the e a r 1 y l 9 6 0 s v, hi ch bro ugh c 
the most radical changes in Bajau fishing technology. The 
engine eliminated dependence on wind and sail, made lcnger-
distance fishing for market practicable, reduced fear of 
open sea and 'piracyf 1 and generally increased the indepen-
dence of the Bajau fisherman. 
Line fishing eventually superseded other methods. 
Several respondents 1n the Bajau village attributed the 
decline in practice of magambit, the collective fish drives, 
to the wide~.pread adoption of the engine. There is cer-
tainly a chronological correlation between the two. In 
1960 only one Bajau family was said by res pondents to have 
ov-1ne~- an engine; by 1969 every fishing boat ·t,1as equipped 
with one . The 1 as t rep o rt e d mag am b i t \tJ as o r g an i z e d in l 9 6 4 . 
-· 3 9 -· 
The ahandonmerit of large -scol e cooperatjve fishing re-
flects not only the t r emendous influ ence of the engine on 
Bajau org8nization bu t also the concomi tant rise of wage 
earning, ultimately to displace the subsistence bas e of the 
tradition a l Bajau economy. 
Obviously each new technologi cal impro1rement had the 
effect of inc1~ea.sing investm en t in equipment and drawing 
the Bajau further anrl further outside a subsistence economy 
and beyond self-reliance. A petromax lantern then cost 
$25M; 1 sufficient nylon cord for a large net could run as 
high as $ZOOM; and a 2~ h.p. engine cost from $S00-700M . 
All were luxuries a decade ago, necessities now. 
The engine can be seen paradoxically as the symbol of 
the tran sition from subsist ence/barter to waae/money eco-b . 
ncmy. Not uncommoDly in pre-capitalist societies, the ini -
tial attraction of a new technological element is as an 
additional or alternative means to some traditional end. 
Seconda ry ramifications are rarely foreseen, though fre-
quently revol u tiona ry in their ultimate social con sequences . 
.. . in the majority of situations involving 
cotitempo rary technological change, the effect 
on the local population includes an increase 
in felt needs for cash incomes, usually accom-
panied by a corresponding erosion of the sub-
sistence economy (P elto and Russell, 1972: 322). 
A Bajau fisherman could most readily obtain the large cas h 
outlay the engine required by hiring himself out for day 
labour, the 'event' launching the transfoymative process. 
A structure has the property of tolerating 
and 'dige sting ' certain types of evont up to 
a certain point and time when it is the event 
that dig es ts the structure (Godelier, 1972: 310), 
The previous articulation of the Bajau subsistence economy 
to a commercial one through Tausug patrons or Chinese mer-
chants did not subvert their internal socia l structure 
while productive rel ations remained firmly ernbedcled in the 
Baj au social con text. Even where money 1-·,1as acquired it 
does r..ot seem to have taken on a 1 general purpose', or uni·· 
versal exchange char acter. 
------ ---
1 Figure s through o u t the the s i s are g iv en in Ma 1 a y ~:i i an 
dollars and have roughly a $3 1 to $1A exchange va lue. 
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Tay l o r ( 1 9 3 1 ; 5 3 5 ) a 11 cg e s t ha t the r e was u such a 
thing as wealth among them -- the more affluent headm s n 
being able to display as much as three thousand pesos in 
gold and silver upon the occasion of weddings or other 
important festivities." Yet he Gescribes no social or ma-
teria 1 di£ fer en ti a ticn among the b':' at --dwe 11 e rs and makes 
repeated (if slightly derogatory) reference to their empha-
sis on reciprocity and sharing. In one instance he des-
cribes their refusal to accept money payment foT 2.llotting 
a share of the ton or so of fish caught in the magambi·!:_ to 
the observers: 
Two strong boys came across the bridge of boats~ 
staggering under the weight of a huge basket 
of fish which they dumped at our feet. We 
offered to pay for the fish, but the old man 
replied that 'to pay would not be like being 
brothers 1 • 
Our own evidence suggests that money played a very minor 
role 1n Bajau exchange prior to the 1960s. During the life-
time of the middle-aged Bajau in Bangau-Bangau bottles had 
been the main medium of payment of bride-price (De sal,. L/H: 
1969). Only the reorientation following on the adoption 
of wage labour and the capitalization of fishing activity 
1n the late 1960s seems to have accomplished the trans-
formation of excha.nge from a me ans- to-an-end , dominated 
(internally at least) by the demands of social relations, 
into an end-in-itself, to which social relations becrune 
subordinated. 
The Bajau became the main source of che ap unskilled 
labour in the town of Semporna. By 1969> 80 Bajau men 
(some employed on casual, others on full-time basis) con-
stituted the backbone of the Public Works Depa.rt1i1ent' s 
(PWD) workforce and virtually the entire road construct ion 
crew.
2 They carried and manually crushed rock and coral 
for the road-bed, dug ditches, poured and levelle d hot tar 
under the direction of an overseer (mandul ). 
The physical and psychological disadvantages of tedious, 
he a vy 1 ab our and sub or din at ion to Sa!", al man d~ 1 s by whom they 
were despised were compensated in the view of a considerable 
2 Data on Public Work~ Department employment is based 
on interviews with the Head and Assistant Head of the PWD 
Semporna} 1969. 
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number of Dajau by the emol umen ts of cas h. Larg e numbers 
from Bangau-Bangau were pas s ing from occasional or sea-
sonal labour to full-time ,vage-earning by the late 1 960 s. 
A labourer for the PWD could earn $150 per month 
($SOA) and more with overtime as compared with the var iable 
income obtainable by fishing. One pikul (133 pounds) of 
dried fish drew an average of $40 in sale to n:erchants for 
export. Monthly catches ranged, depending on se a son and 
good fortune, from one to an exceptional five Ei kuls, 
bringing in $40 to $200. From this must be deducted the 
co st of ~el~1jar (equipment, gasoline and supplies) which 
1nost fishermen estimated at a minimum of $40 per month; 
counte rbalancing expenses, . hO'wever, was the roughly equi-
valent subsistence advantage afforded by fishing. A full -
time wage-earner might put out $40 over a month for the 
fish which he was no longer able to provide directly for 
his family. 
Other sources of employment included work for private 
construction companies, loading cargo locally or, for the 
young and independent, work in the timber camps of Ka l imant .::n 
or stevedoring in Sandakan, 100 miles up the coast. 
W~men and children were hired on an occasional basis for 
clearing plantation land or harvesting. They received a 
flat $1.50 per day each. 
This radical change 1n economic base affected both 
Baj au social relations and their ideology. In the space of 
a few short years the acquisition of money and symbols of 
wealth had become the dominating feature of village acti-
vity. A cl assic statement of the new orientation by on e 
m~rnber of a mobility-conscious farnil ·v came in response to / ~ 
a question Tegarding what the informant considered the mos t 
important changes in recent years: 
Before we didn't have ideas. Our ide8s were 
wrong then. We knew how to get fish, bu t not 
how to get money (Dalua, FL/H: 1969). 
Similar r ationale came from every sector of the commur.!.ity 
and were applied to most areas of soclal and cultural lif e. 
One old fisherman commented th a t in the past they did not 
calculate the value of things the way they did now. 
Referring to traditional buri a l practice, he sa i d: 
We used to send everything before, bec aus e we 
didn't have a head, now we d i vide t hc j_r t hings 
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among ourselves (Alatiy F/H: 1969) . 
In the past a person's boat would be broken up at c1_eath 
Th:is i.s no f h . t . ;i . "" h. 3 and most o is possessions ,ur1.cu. ·w1t11 1m. 
longer common practice. Equipment and valuables are now 
retained by his survivors for what they now consider to be 
more practical use. Repeated reference to the new 'idea' 
(pikil ar~_) of economic optimization had become a uni v e Tsal ly 
verbali 7 ed explanation for the competitive acquisition and 
use of productive resources which was suppl.anting tradi-
tional cooperative relations. 
Not the least distorting development was the petty 
capitalism engaged in by those few members of the community 
who had succeeded. in accumulating surplus cash, or (in the 
) . 4 I ic'n rare case acquiring a government concession. n ~~b~, 
three automobiles and four large (30 to 45 foot) inboard 
launches were owned by different families in the village. 
All had been acquired within the last three yeaTs. All 
were used for transport, sometimes lucrative . and often of 
questionable legality. AutomobiJes were used as 'pirate' 
(unlicensed) taxis for the 80 mile trip to Tawau; boats 
could carry passengers or smuggled goods betwe 0 n the Phil-
ippines and Sabah, round up logs 'found drifting 7 j or be 
hired out for hauling. At that time, with the eycepti on 
of one of the launches, little use was mad2 of the s e in-
, 
vestments for transporting commercial quantities of fi s h 
to the larger population centres. 
3 Taylor witnessed a Bajau burial during his travels 
1n Sulu: 
4 
When a death occurs, the f~nily boat is cut 
up and made in to a coffin ... Tl1e Baj aus 
bury nearly all the personal effects of the 
deceased with the body, together wi th his · 
ling~, or fish net, his sapang , or fi s h s p e ar 
and the oars of his boat (1931: 480-82). 
Two large motorized boats were acquired with gov e rn-
ment grants by the village headm an an1 one of his b r o t he r s -
in-la.1.~'. These grants were received. under a fede ral s c h em e 
which was (theo r etically) intend e d T.o promote mode r ni ze d 
cooperative fishing. 
Many of these ventures have been rather status-ori en~e~ 
l • b 1 • ' -, 5 rr,h b b 1 t1an pract1ca _Le 1n tne 1-ong run < 1 e nurn ers a, e to 
en g a g e in such act iv i ti es pro f i tab 1 y and ·w i thou t rep e i~ cu s -
s 1 on a pp e a r rather 1 im it e d . 
The character of this 'development ' may be a wide-
spread phenomenon, but its recognized social c.ounterproduc-
tivity was surprisingly unchallenged in this period of 
transition. Similar capital investments could have been 
more productively utilized while providing the basis for a 
sound community enterprise. With a small modernized fishing 
fleet and transport to the major export centre, fishing 
cooperatives might conceivably have afforded the oppo rtunity 
of mobility for the whole village rather than for a small 
segment. Only such a development would h ave enabled those 
Bajau who wished to retain their ties with the sea to fish 
on a commercial scale a21d to compete with the 1 arge numbers 
of Japanese trawlers now exploiting the richer fishing 
grounds. Given the gTowing individualism, the lack of 
communal spirit and organization and the failure of the 
government to encourage and support their cooperative deve-
lopment, such a solution was not likely to be entertained. 
Despite dramatic change in material circumstance, 
change in one important respect has been involuting for 
w2ll-being in many cases continues to be predicated on new 
types of patron-client relationships. These operate on 
5 One family, for example> was saving money to buy a 
launch with an exceptionally large and expensive inboard 
engine. The additional speed and power it would provide 
wa ~ of less importance than the prestige of having a larger 
and more expensive engine than others who had made a simi-
lar investment earlier. Their son, who was still studying 
in the secondary school, was particularly sensitive to 
questions of competitive status: 
All the people are racing now in Banga~-Bangau 
to buy engines. These people just bought a 
20 h.p. Pilasa wants to change his engine. 
Many people have made deposits already . . . My 
father will have to wait u~til next year to 
buy a motor ... My father really doesn't want 
a boat. He would rathe-r have the money, but 
we have to get a motor because my parents' 
enemies [moth er Ts brother's family] don't thi~k 
we can afford one (1969). 
There is a di spa ragj ng l110 rd in Baj au which des er i bes wel 1 the 
material competition no longer uncommon in the village . 
Angalapat is a rough equivalent of 'keep ing up with the Jon es '. 
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ma Ly different levels. For the privilege of ke eping h~s 
job at the PWD, for example, eacb Bajau pays the ~'...~:E_~"L~}.:... 
(ove ·fseer) $10-20 per mcnth. 
h , 'f 1 . . . 6 , b -, 1 T ose wno are not Ma ays1an citizens are ctou 1y vu -
nerable to exploitation since they may not only lose their 
source of incorr..e hut fa~e deportation as well. The system 
of 1ork sponsorship as applied in local practice to Bajau 
without citizenship functions as a 20th century ve1·sion of 
the pat1·on-clien.t system uuJ2r the Sulu Sultanate. Any 
Ba.j au 1'.7 i thout >falaysian citizenship wishing to reside in 
Semporna must be jerminan (sponsored) by an important local 
personage . In practice only nominal responsibilities fall 
to the sponsor . H8 is not . expected to provide employment 
for his client, nor is he held accountable for the client's 
well-being in any way. Most in Bangau-Bangau of _·1erminan_ 
status were sponsored by local Samal politicians and a few 
by Chinese shopkeepers. The most infamous of the sponsors, 
a wealthy Samal, v.ras r eputed to have 50 B,J jau fa1nil ies in-
dentured to him. Patronage may be earned in a variety of 
ways . 1 o st j e ri!l i r1. an made month 1 y cash pa yrn c n ts to t he i r 
sponsors of $10 to $30 depending upon the sponsc~'s demands 
and wh8ther their incomes were ma<ll~ by fishing o~· v;ag c-
earning . Two boat-dwellers interviewed c laimed not to make 
payments as such but were obliged to work in the spunsor's 
field or provide other services whenever needed and without 
pay . 
The sponsor can ten11inate the relationship at will, 
thereby forcing his client to return to the Philippines 
where economic oppoTtunities are far more limited. Most 
6 Ci ti 7, en.ship is anotheT anomaly exemplifying the ex-
tent to v1:hich trie development of 'state' society has in-
frin ged "•n a minority peoples' way of life . That Si tangkai 
in the Philippines 1·.ras as much 'home' as Semporna in 
1alaysia to a nomadic boat-dweller 1as, of course, irrele-
vant to colonial po-vier s dividing t lie ir territory . Over 
night seasonal migrations became illegal entry, and regional 
trade, smuggling . 
For those in Bangau-Bangau citizenship was largely a 
matt er o f ch 8 n c e , rat he r th an bi r th right . Tho s e Baj au v.i ho 
happened to be in Semporna on the day i entity cards were 
issued and 1vho understood the importance of obtaj_ning one 
became citizens. .1any 1,,.rho did not, remain non-citizens, 
including s ome who ~ere boyn and snent most of their lives 
in the area . ... 
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sponsors> beyond receipt of monthly payment , exercise ~" 
benign indifference to the activities of thei r ~lients . 
One, however, forbade those indentured to him to buj]d 
houses and required that they moor their boats near his 
residence in town. After a specifietl period aliens can 
qualify to apply for citizenship, but the support of spon-
sors is invariably required. It is self -ev iden t why num-
bers of Bajau were still not natural i zed years after their 
formal period of residence had been fulfilled. 
It was difficult to ascertain what proporti~n cf the 
Bang au-Bang au Baj au were subjected to the j ermin8:n system. 
Jen~ in an s ta tu s h as n a tu r al 1 y a c q u ired a s ti gm a in the v i 1 ·· 
lage and is not readily discussed. Almost all boat-dwell ers 
were non-citizens. Of the 15 heads of boat fa1ni} ies inter-
viewed, only one claimed not to he j erm inan. An0th er at 
first asserted that he was a citizenj but later admit te d 
that he \.vas not .. Among the sedentary population~ a signi-· 
f ican t number of residents a re citizens. It is impossible 
to estimate the proportion because social pressures make 
them even more reluctant to openly disclose the ir citi zen-
ship status. 
Status differentials have further accentu atP.d the al--
ready evident rift between boat and house-dwell er s among 
the Baj au. Villagers often referred to boat-d1.,1e lle -:rs as 
'A'a Pilipino' (those Philippine peopl e ) even though sib-
lings were often included among their ranks. No sense of 
solidarity has developed in the face cf the generally ex-
p 1 o i tat iv e char a ct er o f Baj au - S am a 1 re 1 at ion s . In fact , 
there were signs in 1969 that similar relationships might 
be reproduced internally as stratification within the com -
munity increased. One of the more opportunistic individuals 
in the village attempted (without success at the time) to 
obtain acceptance by immigration authorities as a sponsor. 
The scheme would have involved taking in 30 or s o new 
j errninan Baj au from the Philippines ("Philippine people will 
work for ve ry 1 i tt le to be able to co me here" we ,,.rere to 1 d) , 
organizing them for fishing) and then retailing the fish 
themselves in the city of Tawau . 
Socia} Structure aT1d Organiz a!_~ 
The shift toward a sedentary lj_fe was a natu ral con-
comitant to ir..creased dependence on 1.,; g~- earning and the 
intrusion of new values and status considerations of the 
larger society. In 1960 Bane au--B2.::;gau consisted of a flo -
tilla of some 80 boats and five pooJ:ly-constructed pile 
structures, used primarily for storage . Nine years later 
there were 55 houses and a diminished nomadic population 
of some 30 boats . Symbolically, the oldest and shabbiest 
homes were the furthest distance from the shore -- some 
2,000 yards out in the bay; the most recent, large and 
often architecturally impressive houses are nearest the 
land. Maps II and III illustrate this shift in orientation 
to the land which is both physical and psychological. 
I shall briefly discuss the pol.itical and kinship 
structures as described in the ethnographic literatuie and 
as they appeared in the face of sedentarization and eco-
nomic reorientation 1n 1969 . It was not po ss ible to study 
these in detail in the subsequent short research period. 
However the loose and informal organizational ~~tructure of 
Baj au society, 1.vhich has persisted in the period of radical 
change , has had a profound if inadvertent sj_gnificance in 
that it failed to generate mechanisms for channelling new 
opportunities toward wider social ends. 
The Bajau kinship system is cognatic; that is) rela-
tionship is traced bilaterally and is ego-focused rather 
t han ancestor-foe.used. The cognatic type is no ·t unusual :i .. n 
Southeast Asia and has several important characteristics 
distinguishing it from the lir!.eal descent systems more 
familiar to anthropologists. There are rarely any defined 
rights and obligations attached to specific kin relations. 
Social and economic interaction operate on criteria of 
personal preference and friendship rather than prescribed 
kin status (although cogn at ic socj_etie s are commo nly endo-
ga,111ous and most local members are c:1S:.,u.med to be kin in some 
degree) . As a consequence, organi ~ational structures within 
a cognatic society tend to be ad hoc, short term and volun-
taristic (Fox, 1966: 153-66). Bajau social structure and 
organization typifj_es this pattern (Sather, 1971). 
.. 'l '1 -· 
Baj au soc i e t y J_ s char acts r i z t:: cl by a r em a. Y k a':> 1. c f 1 ex j -
b i 1 i t y du c a 1 s o to the i r ;n c b :i. J. i t y 2. n d l a c k 0 f :n <; c c s s i t y 
for a strong corporate structure, Marriage practices ~e-
fleet this flu id ity and. are notably lacking a. strong ju:roJ. 
sense . )eedless to say the divergence between the idea'l 
model and common practice js great. While uxorilocal.ity 
is reported as the 'ide3l 1 residence pattern , economic fac-
to rs an d pc T son a 1 prefer enc 1::; o f ten sup er s e de i t , In the 
rn o s t t T a d j t j on a 1 a:· ea 7 
rT I " r., • 1 1 I 1aw1-1aw1, on y aoou£ 60% of the 
boat-dweller ~ a tt ac h ed to the community wer e living -;_,ixori-
locally (Nin.mo, 196 S : 427). 
While technica11; arranged by rel at ives )' the determi ·· 
nation of marriage partner ,normally rests with the marriage·· 
able partie s. Institutionali zed elopements are commonly 
resorted to when one or both parents object to a match. 
Affection and tru s t h ave traditionally been considered the 
most important f ac: to rs J.r., choosing a p ar t r, er . Women have 
always had high status 1n Bajau society. They oft en har1dle 
the family money 5 p ar ticipate equally in discussion and 
dee is ion -making and m a.y as easily dis s olve a union as a 
male. 7 
In Bajau s ocietv I nuclear family had been the basic 
productive unit. This 1,vas a practica.J consequence of both 
the restrict ed space of the boat house and the relative 
·self - reliance possible in their ecological situation. 
Among the Tawi-Tawi Bajau, Nimmo lists 103 boats out of 12'2 
as being comp0se d of single-family uni ts ·· - fath er , mother 
and children. The remaining extended or partial families 
resulted from fragmentation caused by death or divorce and 
were oft en temp o rar y arrangements (Nimmo, 1969: 66 -67). 
'l See Sather (1971 : 11 5) for an incident j_llu st rating 
female i ndep2ndence. As Is l amizatlon takes hold and econo-
mic consideration s intrude , some o f these features may be 
exp ected to c>,ange. T11.e position of 1.•,ro:11en tends to be 
c; u b s e rv i en t among the 11 us l im Sam al s . Marr i a g e s a.re mo re 
often arra1-ged and polygamy , traditionally unkno,·1n among 
Ba j au , is occasio::ially practised by 1,,:caJ.thy SarnaJ.. Since 
1969, two men in the v ill age had taken second Hiv·es . fic1r-
ther, the greater :i.mpor tance of inheritance and stat us d if·· 
ferential s as th~ scciety becomes more and more stratified 
will inv ite mar .. ipu J ation of marriage f:::,r economic advantage, 
no doubt with negative consequences for female status. 
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The prom nence of famj_ly is reflected in Bajau }inship 
terminology. Differentiation of members (father, mother, 
older sister, older brother, young8r sisteT, younger brother) 
contrasts with a 1 ack of terminological distinction between 
father I s and mother 's relatives or relatives of second and 
subsequent ascending gencr2.tions (referred to simply as 
'ancestors'). 
Generally the boat-dwelling fisherman was accompanied 
by his family alone on fishing trips. He would occasionally 
be joined by another boat of kinsmen ,.,.,rhen net fi~;hing was 
practised. Husband and wife were a self-sustaining produc-
tive unit for much of the time. The male provided for his 
dependents' subsistence requirements by line or spear 
fishing. His wife assisted in preparing and drying fish 
for future consumption or exchange. She and the older chil-
dren gathered crustaceans and sea vegetables at low tide. 
On an o rd in a ry tr i p a f is h in g f am i 1 y m i g ht be a\.•! a y fr om 
their 'home' village and kin for the better part of a month. 
The major exception to the solitary search for sub-
sistence was the magambit, collective fishine no longer 
practised in Bangau-Bangau. Charles Wilkes, Captain of the 
U.S. exploratory expedition of 1842 observed one of these 
traditional fish drives: "They resort to thei.r fishing 
grounds in fleets of between one and two hundred sail, 
ha v i ng the i r wive s and chi 1 d re n v; it h t 11 em . . . n ( 1 8 4 2 : 18 6 ) . 
Participants consisted of any boat-dwellers present in the 
flotilla community at a particular time and kin relationship 
was not requisite for joining a magambit_. The catch was 
divided equally among those participating (Taylor, 1931: 
5 3 S; Sather, 1971 : 100 ; Nimmo , 19 7 2 : 4 3) . 
More or less regularized organizations for performing 
ec.onom1c and social functions did exist beyond family - level. 
The mo s t important of these were referred to by Nimmo , for 
want of a better term, as 'sibling alliance units' (196S: 
430) . Typically of Bajau organization these associations 
. 
1,·.rere sl1iftin[ in membersb.ip and followed no single struc-
tural pattern . The alliance units were small mutual assis-
tance groups most often composed of a man and some of his 
adult sons a~d sons-in-law . Affjliation was by preference 
and composition shifted constantly due to migration, dis-
agreement or other personal and economic considerations. 
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The inte r·nersonal rel ationship bet,\1een ego and affines 
.. 
who · · t d 1 1 · tl1e ~ame a."l 1J..· J~ .~n,-e uni·t_ or· participa e . regu ar _y 1n ~ . - -~ 
action group, was likely t o be much 
and those siblings who did not. 
closer than betwe en him 
Activities of alliance groups were reciprocal in na-
ture. They might include joint fishing ventures, assistance 
· b "Jd " d ~ · · t·on 1n the perfor-in boat or nouse u1 _ 1ng an parc1c 1pa 1 
mance of certain ceremonies . Par ticipation 1n social acti-
vities, however, rarely i nvolved the alliance unit strj_ctl y 
defined. Work groups usually consisted only of those mem-
bers with related skills. Ceremonial activities while ini-
tiated and organized wit11in the alliance, extende d beyond 
it and invited participatiqn of the whole community. 
Contribution toward bride-price which is one example of 
loo scly ins ti tu tional i ze,J reciprocity among Baj au, 8 woul d 
initiate within the alli r=.t nce group but 1·1as not limited to 
it. 
As the shift from boat to house living took place, the 
alliance units became a much more visible phenomenon. 
Arong (196 2 : 146) and Nimmo (1969: 120) contrast the nuclear 
family arrangement of boat households with the preponderance 
of ' ex t ended ' { am i 1 i e s ::nn. on g s eden t a ry Baj au house ho 1 d s 
they obs erved. A similar pattern is evidenced by the cen-· 
s u s map f o r Bang au - Bang ct u (t1i a p I I ) . Wh e re as the numb e r o f 
member s of a boat household averages five and only excep-
tionally includes more than two adults, the sedentary house-
hold in 1969 Lad an average of 14 members. 
The extended households were made up of some or all of 
the members of the sibling alliance units. They were 
8 In thi s instance, proportionate contributions are 
made according to econornic situation and degree of closene s s 
to the family . The latter is not a matter of formal kinship 
since close relations who have fa llen out of i nt im acy may 
take no pa~t. On other occas ions these same contributors 
can expect to receive a similar propor tion of any bride-
price which comes into the fami ly. As an institution, it 
does operat e to encour age continuity of ti es . On the other 
hand, since participation is not fuily formalized, it does 
not bridge the fissures t hat develop frequently in the 
community OT afford the solidarity that formally precri bed 
reciprocal institut ion s in other societies might (Nimmo, 
1972: 30-3ls 73-74; Sather, 1 971: 171) . 
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natural partners to investments requ.1.rJng more time and 
money than one man wov.lcl be J ikcly to have. At that tim,__, 
it was tempting to postuJat2 the possibility of a struc-
tural reorganization with new economic patterns Teplacing 
basically family--centred traditional ones. But trends in 
1969 alre2..dy warranted hesitation. Within the extended 
household the farni]y unit had retained much of its autono-
mous character. Earnings} utensils, equipment and other 
personal property were kept separately by each family 
vii thin the household. Al though the purchase and p1 epara-· 
tion of food is an obligation shared by income-earners in 
some households, evidence on this practice was mixed and it 
appeared to be declining in those househol<ls which had 
. 1 h. ~ d ' . 9 /\ 1 entire y s 1tte~ to wage--earn1ng. ~pparent1y no corporate 
structure was ernerg ing o"i.! t of the no ·w seden t&rv sibling 
alliance structure. 
Nimmo notes a pj:ogressive trend towaYd. segmentation 
1n Sitangkai, where single families are beginning to break 
away from the extended household and are building smaller 
separate homes neighbouring the parent household. There 
were already cases of segmentation in Bangau-Bangau as wel.l, 
indicating that extended households may be a transitory 
adaptation to economic ex ig enci es and t h3. t the former sing 1 e -· 
family pat tern may ultimately prev ai 1. (although for dif -
·ferent reasons -- now to faci_litate individualized economic 
activity and accumulation of private property as opposed 
to previous rPquisites of subsistence activity and boat 
living). In Sisangat, a village in northern Sulu 1-:here 
Bajau have been sedcn ·tary for several generations, 60% of 
the 240 households are composed of single families (Ducommon) 
1962: 91). 
Community and kinship organization must inevitably 
have a critical effect c,n the distribution of 'life chances' 
9 There is co1~flict iug evidence on this important 
question of distribution within the household. Sather (1971.: 
77) ma"l-es the following statement ba.se d on research in 
Bangau-BCI.ngau iD 196L1.: "E acL luma~1_ [hous ehold] is a single 
co mm ens u a 1 u n it . Po o d i s p r c~ p a i~-e d ~and coo k e d for the ho us e -
hold as a whole! using a coTilmon hearth and is generally con-
sumed by the entire domestic gToup~ including the -Pomen and. 
chi l d re n in a j o int me a 1 . " He make s i t c. l e a r l a t e r ~- n the 
thesis that "the lum a_g_ hous eh old is no~ a corpor ate uni t 11 (p. 
2 3 7 ) . The ho u .s eh o 1 d i t s e 1 f i s no t j o int 1 y own e d an d s u rp 1 tl s 
cash belongs exclu siv ely tl, tl1os e who earn it. 
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within the vilJ agc as economic transformation proceeds. 
The dependence on a money economy and the existence for the 
first time of significant and transferable property has 
made tradi ti onal values of sharing impossible tc implement 
without a high degree of reorganization. Bajau crganiz a -
tional structure failed to come to terms definitively with 
the polar tension between the individual and communal 
orientations which had been both accommodated by the tradi-
tional way of life. 
Political Organization 
Among the Baj au tra.d i tionally there 1'.1 as only one figure 
having political resoonsibility --· the pangli1na (head.man). 
, ~----·-
His position was established through unofficial recognition 
which migh t be transfcrYed to a more promising individu a l 
at any time, though it was generally held for life and 
often passed to a son. The pang.l_ima I s function was limit ed 
to representing tbe community, occasional cer emonial &cti -
vities and conciliation of di.sputes. No power beyond the 
strength of his personality and community sanction could 
compel compliance. Authority was virtually impossible when 
any party to a disagreement could simply take up anchor and 
move elsewhere. 
The loose and transitory nature of political organiza-
tion in the pr eviously nomadic society has been carried over 
into the new situation, but without the ad hoc cooperative 
activity which had traditionally grown out of recognized 
common i.nterest. Two examples will suffice to demonstrate 
the continuity of weak organizational structure in the 
sedentary situation and the loss of collective consciousness 
that plagues the Bajau of Bangau-Bangau. 
In 1969 the only source of fresh water in the vill age 
was a pipe ope r ated by one of the two ncn-Bajau resident 
families, a Bugis from Indonesia. He paid for the construc-
tion of the pipe and the quarterly rate for water use. 
Villagers i:vere charged 10¢ per five-gci1.lon container. His 
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profit, assuming that each household purchased one con -
tainer of water per day by my estimate vtould excee d $9 00f.1 
annually. The headman (now invested with legal r e sponsi -
bilities and privileges vis-a ~vis the nation - state) mo no-
polized one of the three 1,000 gallon tanks granted by tl1e 
government for village use (while the otheTs adjc1 c ent to hi s 
house were allowed to rot). During our stay ther e , no e f -
fort was made to demand community rights to use of the t ank s . 
Only late in the piece and under interesting circumst ance s 
did one villager initiate a petition to the government fo r 
extension of a public facility to the village (s e e p.23). 
Bangau-Bangau is also the only large village in the 
Semporna area without a primary school. A few villagers 
have begun sending their children to the :Snglish -rnedium 
government school in the town of Semporna. But because of 
cultural disadvantage and severe discrimination, f ew con-
tinue. Only two Bajau children had successfully complete d 
prunary school. The concept of communal ~~ction to ex e rt 
pressure for specific goals was naturally ren1ote from an 
outcaste and loosely organized people, yet net be yond pos-
sibility given the energy with which they pursued economic 
advantage. The size of the community, the political cli-
mate and the fact that 1969 was to have been an election 
year, suggested a reasonable possibility of success . 
Several years previously, a much smaller Samal community 
had built its own school, embarrassing the state govermncnt 
and forcing it to send a teacher. 
Balandier' s compelling treatment of the eff e ct of ex ·· 
posure to multiple and rapid p-rocesses of change on tradi·· 
tional social organization is applicabl e to the Bajau cas e . 
A 'lag' between changes in base structure and 3ocial and 
political reorganization was obvious in 1969 . As he sug-
g e st s ( 1 9 7 0 : 4 7 7 ) , the mar g in o f to 1 e r a n c e o f m c:!.1 a dj us t m en t 
has been wide precisely because the dr amatic nature of 
these changes and the accompanied relative prosperity and 
perception of potential mobility have obscured the gravity 
of their losses . 
The destruction of the ; or'11 Pr1,r e?alitaria~ su b s ist e~cc .,_ J 1. ~ -· ) 5 
is taking place • 1' "b1 t .:i .,_ ·h :::i t an in c re cu_ J_ 1.: r a _ e a11 u L. ,s r c has 
been no lag in adopting the ideological concomit ants o f the 
comp etitive market economy in to whicl1 the Baj au have been 
inco rpor a ted.. As one Bajau expTessed the ne\v ethic : 
Before, when we were poor together, we shared , 
now it is every man for himself (Tiling , F/H: 1969). 
To appreciate the radical departure of thi s new orient a tion, 
the egalitarian values and sharing of former times must be 
emphasized. 
The inte~nal structure of Bajau society was probably as 
close to a perfect examp le of a non-stratified system as a 
sociologist could hope to find. Even the univers2.l princi--
ples of differential status and privilege (age, sex and 
personal characteristics ), noted by Sahl ins as representing 
's tratific2~tion minim.umt (1969: 240) > were incorL~ide rab l e. 
Authority was not the basis of relations bet·T ... ,een pa ·[en t 
and child, husband and wife, or one Baj au and another. 
UncoopeTative children were more commonly ignored than dis-
ciplined. Beth men and women enjoyed considerable freedom 
in choic e of marriage partner and divorce. Women retained 
their separate property in marriage and often co~trolled 
f am i l y f in an c e s . 
P re st i g e was at tac he d to ski 11 f u 1 f is he rm 2n o r j i ~~ 
(male or female spirit mediums) but was unaccompanisd by 
political OT economic advantage. Neither did the headman 
of a village or flotilla commu~ity have any power at his 
disposal beyond ti1.e willingness of individual s to accept 
his lead e r s hip or comply with his judgement. Social pres-
sure was the only sanction, and even i .t had limited effec-
tive n e s s g iv en Baj au mob i 1 i t y and in f o rTn a 1 kins hip ob 1 i -
ga tions. 
Th e subordination of economJ.c a ct i vi ty to social ends 
1s an axiom of subsistence strategies . Collective econom1.c 
produc tion (though irregular and voluntaristically orga-
nized) a.nd sli a red p rinc i p 1 es of dist ri but ion were notable 
characteristics of the traditional Bajau system. Carl 
T 1 1- d ~ay or ooserve : 
In thejr daily l.ife they practise a form of 
communi sm that makes beggary impossible. 
For instance, the builiing of a l a rge boat 
requires the l<:1.bor of s~x men for a month, 
and even a small boat cannot be constructed 
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in less than a week .. . If a family must 
have more food , those lucky with their nets 
provide it; i f children are orp hancd, they 
are taken aboard other boat s , where room can 
be made for them; if a man is caught smug gl j ng 
contrab and from Borneo and fined a hundred 
pesos, his neighbors provide the money to 
pay the fine (1931: 535). 
Stone (1962: 124) emphasizes the generosity arid com-
mun a 1 t rust around which the p o s i t iv e el em en t of Baj au i ci en --
ti. t y lS built: 
Among his 01-vT1 he is generous and friendly; 
he can ill afford not to be together for 
it is his way of life ... 
If he ha s no food, he will go to a neighbouring 
boat, and he will expect to be fed; in turn, 
it is his duty to do the same for his neigh-
bour. He is not ~roud, but humble, and any 
show of violence is a shocking thing to him. 
If he has a dispute with a neighbour, he ·will 
not fight, but instead, if the tro ubl e is 
deep enough, he will move away. 
Even in 1964, when sedentari. zat ion was well un<ler 1vay, 
generalized reciprocity was an observable expression of com-
munal ties. Clifford Sather who studied the kinship orga-
nization of the Bajau of Bangau-Bangau in 1964-65 describ e s 
the distributive responsibilities of fishermen 111 the 
village: 
... gifts, described by the villagers as 
12amillah daing_ or 'cooking fish' are rre:;ented 
by the flsnerman' s wife to the women of neigh--
bouring households, and, if the catch is large 
enough, to the couple 1 s close kinswomen wh.o 
live elsewhere in the communitv. As a result 
' 
of these gifts , each conjugal family is involved 
in a per sonal network of exchanges which, while 
limited in each indiv idual case, when taken 
tog ether with those of other f ai11i lies~ have the 
combin e d effect of binding the whole village 
together in a compl ex, overlapping series of 
economic ties (1971: 103-4). 
The previously discussed institutions of bride ·-price and 
!!]o~ga~bi t are further examples of the diffuse but predomi-
nant social responsibility which determined distributive 
relations in the traditional Bajau system. 
These mechanisms and the broader 'soci alr rationality 
upon which they were predicated were consciously rejected 
in the subsequent period i n the interests of an e):plici tly 
verbali zed economic rationality of competitive optimization 
with which the Baj au associated ' progress '. To my know-
ledge (with the possible exception of bride-price on which 
I ha¥e no evidence) , none of these reciprocal responsibi-
lities were operative beyond the immediate family by 1969. 
Even then they tend ed to take on the charact e r of stri.ctly 
economi c transactions with productive goods such as boats, 
engines
1 
etc. being bought and sold between br others rathr:r 
than corporately owned or shared. When interviewing one 
bo a t-dwe lling family (themse l ves commit t e d to these changes 
and desirous of moving to a house) we witnessed a remarkable 
verbal exchange which sharply con strasted earlier descrip-
tions of generosity and ope n -handedness of former times. 
(Wom an boat-dwelle r to passing fisherman's wife) : 
Jalba ini (F/B): 'Can you g ive me fish tod ay, ' 
Lania (F/H): ' No you must buy your 0 \\111. ' 
Jalbaini: 'My brother is f ishing.' (impli ed 
repayment ) 
Lania: (in contemptuous t one) 1 Sorry,they' re under 
the floor of the boat.' 
CH/\PT1-:F' FOUR 
ECO NOMIC TR l\NSFORMi\.T ION AND STRP TI FI CATION 
Introduction 
A look at the se rie s of maps in App0ndix I will give 
som e indication of the maqnitud e of uhysi c al 
'- ..., .,_ . 
C h, - Y"l er e 1· Tl 
-d• ~c, · -
de cade. ) ... geographiccil Bangau-Bang au village in the last 
shift towards the land dramatizes 
reorientation of the Bajau people. 
h . ~ ' , tJ e economic ana cu~turai 
c ( .:'> ~ r e '1 .,_ y f -, ,. r e ·r· (" r C - ~-1 ·1-
.__; ~-' ~ .., ) •• 1.- - · .._ I - · J.:-) , . . t-; J. •v 
of the hou ses in the village now c ~c owd the :i1e:::).r half of the 
bridg e from the l:1.nd to the channel (14% 1·.: er0 located at 
the landward side in 1.965s ~4% in 196~) . 
The settled village is no w several times it s 1965 
size, having grown from 440 perm anent residents in 
houses (Sather, 1971: 71) to 1, 44 2 jn 1G B houses. 
city and piped wat er have been i nstalled an d television 
~ 
ant ennas protrude from a few roofs. A community centre and. 
mo s que were built from government grants. Vill agers we-re 
given permission to cultivate adj o ining public lands and 
for the first time many families g1·ow their owr~ ca5s av2. 
Mo s t Bajau s ay this is progress. 
A second look prompt s quali f ication . The bridg .~ J_s 
1n a dangerous state of disrepair; f. l"{" j re · v. s e p r o :i_ .,: er ate s ; · 
complaints of theft are widespread; the communi ty centre 
is not used for its intended purpos e ; antl Bangau--Bangau 
remains the only vi.ll age in the district without a primary 
school. Correspond ing to the lack of communal i~tegr ation 
is the development of stratified and exp lo itative r e:tations 
within the village. Gr owing di :f f e-ren. cs s in wealth and a1.,. -· 
ces s to the means of production ha.ve b een acc omp;:n1i ed by 
1 The symbols of afflu cnc:e (tjn cans , bottles; et.r-. , ) 
that now litter the strand over which the vill a~e is built 
as well as the greater proximi. ty to J ::i!lcl o f the ~'majority of 
vill ag e dwellings m2y accourt f or the rising i~ci.dence of 
ma 1 a r i a 1 i r1 f ':! c t i on s u g g e s t e- cl by S e rn po r n. a. ho s p i ta l r e co rd s . 
The s e show that Ma 1 a. r i a account e d for the f o 1 1 o Hing p e r -
cent ages of patient o.dmission s from BP-11gau-Bangau in the 
ye ars 196 9-75 inclusive : 7i, 23% , 36%, 27%, 17 %,. 59%, 54%< 
(Total admissions of Bangau-BJngau residents for all ill-
nesses ros ~ steadily throughout the period .) 
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the establishment of dep e ndency rel:Jtions be ti\ieen rncmb G.c s 
of different sectors of the community. Even the ne~ly ac -
quired public facilities are not directly acce ss ib le t c 
the majority. Only one in four hous~s has its 01iJn 1:1ater 
pipe. Electricity serves one in six households . Undo ub ted-
ly accelerated by the influx of refugees, tl-1ese developments 
nevertheless represent the cont inuous progressjon of eco-
nomic, social and ideological trends already in evidence 
by the end of 1969. 
Economic .. Change 
The effects of progressive incorporation in a develop-
J_ng capitalist economy are evident in Figure 4: J. v.rhich 
gives the work -sector distribution of Banga~-Bangau resi-
dent s 1 n 1 9 6 4 - 6 S , 1 9 6 9 and 1 9 7 5 . 
For several reasons the economic data in this cha pter 
must be interpreted as only rough approximation~ of trends 
in the distribution and differentiation of labouT. Occu-
patioi1al categories in any transitional society are ex-
tremely fluid. The fishing and unskilled labour categories 
for 1964 -6 5 &nd 1969 are not cl early dichotomous since 
most wage-earners in the earlier period did not view them --
selves as permanent employees. Most continu ed to own tra-
ditional fishing boats (l~.pa-lepa) and. to fish intermittent-· 
ly. Some PWD (Public Works Department, now }-t.1.b~tan Ker.i a 
Ray~) labou rer s would \v·ork on the road £or two or thT(~e 
mnnths &nn then take a month off for fishing. Others 
work~d on a casual day-labour basis out of choice, or 
because thE:ir Malaysian residence status prohibited full-
time emplo)~ent by any government agency . Therefore the 
~ 
figure of 7Sl listed for 1969 as unskilled labourers in-
flates somewhat the degree of involvement in wage earni ng 
2 An additional five Bajau l abourers were boat-d,vel lers 
attached to the village but excluded from these figures for 
comparative consistency. 
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Figure 4; 1 Work-Sec tor Di_stri1Jution of Bangau.-Bangau 
Residents (Excluding Boat~Dwellers) in 1964-65, 
1969 and 1975 
* 196 4 -65 1969 1975 
fre<1u ency frequency frequency 
--- ·------·---- -
Unemp loyed I 4 73 21 
91 88 69 44 122 35 Fi shing I 
- -~-
--iL _____ 
Unskilled 
wage-l abou r 
Skilled and 
semi-skilled 
wage - labour 
Professional 
Clerical 
12 
I 
12 75 47 : 81 I 23 
--· ·----·--L 
' 
5 3 36 10 
-~ - - -------..... ------~----~-----
3 1 
------------------------ ·---~------ -
En trepre_neur 5 3 35 10 
·-- -·4------------,----------
Total 103 1no 158 100 350 100 
------------
* 1964-65 fi gures are c a lcul ated on the basis of in-
fonnation provided by the Assistant Head of the Public Works 
Department, Scmporna (1969) and Sather ' s 196 4 -65 village 
census (1 971 : 72). Those listed as wage-labourers were more 
or less r egularly engaged in this work; neverthele ss an 
j nde terminate nurr: be r of indi ,;i duals in the fishing sec tor 
took an occasional day-labour at that time. 
** 19 75 figures include all newcomers to Bangau-Bangau 
since 196 9. Refugees acc ount for a large proportion of the 
increase in tho se li sted as unemployed and fishing in parti-
cul ar . 
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at that time. By 1975, dependence on wages had increased 
and participation in the work force was stable and regular. 
In that year a similar problem arises in relation to 
fishin g and un emp loyment. These figures must also be 
treated cautiously . 
Many individual s who listed themselves as unempiayed , 
do fish occasionally . (Th', reverse is equally true in that 
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many lis.ted as fishermen coulc1 be considered at leas t under-
employed.) There J. S neve-rtheless legitimacy in maki.11.g the-: 
distinction, even if it remains a somewhat arbitrary one. 
The fact that people identified themselves or were describ e<l 
bv others as 'unemployGd 1 ( tmbal ahin ang ') or 'not having 
,I ·-· -
[work]' (hal_am ani~) is of psychological importance evi-· 
dence of the increased significance of wage-earning ~n the 
community as well as the growing margj_nality of fishing. 
Also a considerable number of individuals i n both cate-
gories no longe r posess boats and have varying degrees of 
access to fishing equipment owned by others . 
The placement of marginal individuals is 
lem in analysing economic stratification, as is 
lishment of occupational categories themselves. 
the estab-
The diffi-
cu 1 ti es a r e corr.po u n de d i ! 1 tr an s i ti on a 1 so c i e .,c i es where c r i -
teria mttst include not only ownership of the means of pro-
duction, but which mode of production individual economic 
action is oriented toward. Nor does classification by these 
criteria necessaTily reflect the divergent life chances of 
the individuals comprlsing them. 
Thci complexity of classification and analysis is evi-
dent 1n looking at the 'entrepreneur' group (see Figure 
4 : 6 f o r break do 1111 by e s ti mat e d income ) wh er e the s c a 1 e of 
activity as well as orientation toward or away from exploi-
tation of the traditional subsistence sector varies con-
siderably. By definition entrepreneurial activity is non-
traditional, commercially oriented and not directly pro-
ductive. In the Baj au case} those Lngaging in 'business' 
are primarily invoJ.ved in b"Jying and selling. 
The disparities of scale and opportunity among the 
'entrepreneurs' is most obvious among fishdealers. Pindan~ 
a 55-year-old Bajau, could only be descrj.bed as a penny 
capitalist. He buys fish in sn1all quantit ies from boat-
people, mostly relatives and refug ees , <3.nd sells them ty 
the string in the to,m. Pill asa, by contrast has arrange-
ments ·\1ith more than a dozen fishermen to buy their entire 
catch and sends as much as 10 p iku}_s (1 :eikul_ =- 133 lbs) 
of dried fish a month to large r trading centres by boat o r 
truck. He owns a large motor and rents ano t l1er . One hc:. s 
a si zeable income, comme rcial contact s and productive as se ts 
that the other does not, but neither is involved in direct 
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production and both app ropr j ate a surplus c-reated by other s ' 
labour . Both perceive themselves as being up wa r dly mobil e , 
since incre ased status in the comr11unity automatically accom-
panies movement into 'business 1 • At the s ame. time, they 
still rely on a traditional form of dependency relationship 
to obtain ~ish for resale. To this extent their ent r ep re-
neurial activities a re less 'modern' (since all p'.3-rties 
are not operating on purely economic criteria as independent 
buyers and sellers) than those of the new shopkeepers in 
the coJnmunity. 
I should like to discuss the characteristics of each 
of the economic strata in Bangau-Bangau and the r~lation-
ships that are developing a~ong them in gr eater detail. 
Entrepreneur ~_ 
The most striking development of the l as t six years 
has been the growth of an entrepreneurial. class. Ther e h as 
been a six-fold increase in the number of Bajau involve d 
1n business act i vity, 3 a realization for many of the desire 
to escape the lo,·v status and hard physical labour of 
fishing and wage-earning. figure 4: 2 is a breakdown of the 
major types of business engaged in by the new 1 entr ep re-
neurs1 of Bangau-Bangau in 1969 and 1975. 
As has already been mentioned there 1s a considerable 
rang e in the scale of buy ing and selling activity by f i sh -
dealers. This is largely dependent on the amount of capi-
tal at their disposal, the external ccDmercial contacts 
they have be~n able to establish (in some cases with 
Chinese merchants in the larger cities of Tawau or - Sandakan)~ 
and the number of fishe rmen with whom some form of 
'7 
.) The mark ed develo pment in the size of this group is 
especially :.nter::~sting because it is relative ly less inf]u-
enced by in-migrat ion in thi s period. Three of the 14 
villagers now involved in fish-dealing a re refugees, and 
t ,~ o o f the shop owne r s are no t Baj au - ~ on e a Sam al j_ n -
migr an t and the o the r the Bugis tJho 01,rned the only shop 
there was in 1969. 
. 6 J. -
Figu:'.'e 4; 2 Dis tri 1)ut ion of Ba ng au-B a ng au Entr ep ren eur s 
Engaged in Various Trpes of Commerci a l 
Activity in 1969 and 1975 
1969 -97 c 1. J J 
Fish-dealing l 
Shopkeeping 1 
- -------· ·------ - --
Transport 3 
Hawking 3 
_ __._ _____ _ 
,-----1 ----·- i 
Other 
Total s 35 
----------~---- --------
dependency relationship has been established. The bases of 
t he s e re 1 at ions - - known as j e rm in an and mag t -~ n do k ·- - are 
discussed elsewhere (see pp. 6 8 - 69 ) . By reputation, six 
of the 14 fish-dealers could be described as large-scale 
operators, selling six or more pikul a month. On one day 
we ob served Pillasa send seven sacks of dried fish valued 
at more than $800M for sale 1n Tawau. He claimed to send 
as ·many as five truck loads 111 an exceptional month. 
Many fish-dealers avoided the question of overall per-
son al income, claiming to spend a large but indeterminate 
amount on supplies for those who fished for them. The 
gross profit margin on the purchase and sale of dried fish 
can be as much as 100%. The following figures gjven by 
Pillasa were typical of buying and selling rates among 
Bajau fish-dealers. Average incomes varied from as lit t l e 
Figure 4:3 Bajau Fish-Dealers' Buying and Selling Rates 
Buy_ Sell 
~ Dri ed white fish $ • 7 0 kati $ 1.50 kati 
Dried beranak fish . 8 0 kati 1.60 kati 
Giant clam (d:ried) .80 each 1.00 each 
* 1 kati = 1.33 pounds; 100 kati - 1 pikul 
,' ~ \ 
. .-. l) J·~ .-. 
as $SOI'! a JTtontl1. for a loc2..l peclcll eT to as much as $1000.M 
f o r a 1 a r g e - s c a 1 e de a 1 e r 5 a l thou g l1 te !~} o l,~ r e s po n s i b i 1 it i e s 
t: o prov i s ion c 1 i c n t f :i. she rm en t·;o u l cl r educe n et income s of 
large-s cale dealers somewhat . 
If on e includes full-time hawkers 1 a total of 13 are 
invol ved in merchandi z in g within the vil J age. Seven well-
stocked shops line the bridge offering a variety of re-
freshments, to ys~ househo ld a ·rticles and tinned foods, at 
prices gene-ral l y higher than in town. The following sample 
give s some indi cation of price di fferent ials. 
-------~--------·---- --~----------·--------·--
* Figure 4: 4- Average Prices o f Selected Items in Village 
a.nd To ,m 
_Bang au-Bang au S e1nno rna 
-- I 
Rice $ 1.00 kati .90 katj 
Sugar 1.00 kati 8 r kn ... ]. • ~ .o.L.. 
----·-·-----~--- ---------
Coca-Co la .60 each c: 0 Pach •• J '-..... ... .i. 
Soy Saac e .70 bottl e .50 bottle 
-------- ·- ------------- --·------- -~--------- ·-------··-----
Fish line .30 (10 lb strength) .20 (10 lb) 
Matches .10 box .10 box 
--·---------------·-· 
* ( b a s e d o n r <in do m s amp 1 c~ o f 3 s hops 1 n e a ch p 1 a ce ) 
--- ____ ., ______ _ 
----------· --
Vill age rs pay for convenience, familiarity and the 
abi1i ty to purchase in v·ery small quantities v1hcn the y shop 
in Bangau - Bangau instead of making the half -mil {-! trip to 
Some shop- owners purchase their goods from Cb inese 
retailers in Semporna 5 in which c ase ~his mark-up r epresents 
a rather small profit. Three of the n ew merchants h ave 
1n ade ar rangements with wholesalers in Tawau who <le liveT 
goo d s by t ruck twice a month . Bu l k -· b ~ u g ht mer c 11 and is e as 
well as staples tsmuggled' (by Bajau v i sitors or re fugees) 
from the southern Phil ippines where goods tend to be mu ch 
- 6 -~ --,.,
ti b 1 . l .,- . ch e a p e r ) en a J. e .11 g , 1 er p :r o :,e :L t m a r g in s . 'T'h C 1n ° r r 11 ·-:i 1Yt S l. , ! 1. ~ · . '--"' .L Cl _ 
interviewed calculated their profit and average daiJ.y busi-
ness as follows: 
--------·--------· -
Figure 4 : 5 E s t i ma t. e d Pro fit and Av er ag e Dai 1 y Bus in e s s i 11 
Bangau-Bangcu shops Estima ted Average 
Type of Estimated daily monthly 
~:~:-~:::: 1 d::~~;ds- 1~:fit __ T in::me __ 1r:~:t __ 1 
I I -~- -~-
--- -·---··-- - -- ··--------- -+ --·---· 
Silai dry goods 20 50 300 
Lahudin 
t-------t----·---- 1---------------
360 1 dry goods 20 j 60 
----1--1 I 
Alhai - -~ cof£:_ shop t ·-so_~-----~10 , I 150 I 
·- ·---1 
Tu 1 on g I dry goo d s I 3 0 6 0 I . I I 54 0 I 
-i--- ·--------!--- --
! tu ck shop I 2 0 
--1 dry good~------r 20 
I . 
--·------·- ---·r--·----
I 20 I 120 
,_____ ·-1----
2 o 120 
Tulisan 
Sito 
The relative success of a venture depends on the owner's 
business sense 1 commercial contacts outside the village and 
the extent of his personal social network 5 within. The 
lower incomes of Haji Biana and Sito are probably du e to 
the fact that they are not Bajau. Shops belonging to Al.bai 
and Tuli san deal in refreshments and sn.acks, which b-ring in 
4 Philipp ine staples such as rice, sugar and coca-cola 
may be purchased at near ly half the cost of equivalent Ma-
laysian goo Js, e.g. Philippine rice could be bought for 50¢ 
per kati. 
5 While a broad network of friends and relations is im-
portant in establishing a regular cli ente l e it can be coun-
terpro ductive if uncontroll ed. One respondent whose bu s i-
ness had failed after six months claimed it was due tu advan-
tage taken by demanding i n-laws who expected free supplies 
of the good s stocked. This seems inccnsiste~t with the pre-
vailing ethic and may well have been exr.1.ggeratecl . From 
observation, all but the most unusu a l transactions (-h·i th 
the exception of immediate family) are scrupulously con -
ducted in cash. 
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less income than trading in st ap l e s . But for both of t h em , 
the shops are run by their wive~ as a subsidiary enterp rise, 
the primary family incomes ($300-800M per month) being f rom 
owner-operated taxis. 
Since strict inventories are not kept, the total valu e 
1n stock is difficult to assess, but for some it must re-
present an investment of several thousand dollars. Although 
stocks have been built up over a period of tin1e 1 the initial 
capital necessary to construct the shop and buy basic sup-
plies would have to be substantial. An ev en more consider-
able outlay was made by those in transport. A taxi or 
large motorj_zed launch for passenger or freight service 
might cost fTom $2000-$8000M. There were four taxis and 
three launches, all Bajau owned, in regular use for com-
mercial transport i.n 1975. 
I was most interested to learn how the large amount 
of capital necessary for investment in merchandizing, trans -
port and large-scale fish-dealing could have been accumu-
lated by so many who were subsistence fishermen. only 12 
years ago. The loose social organization and changing ideo -
logic al orientation discussed earlier were reflected in the 
process. The mag kenia-kenia (every man for himself) phil -
osophy has been accompanied in practice by an individualism 
mediated only by social ties of the immediate family. 
Among eight entrepreneurs 6 who 01,,vned a major capital 
asset (car, launch, shop) and were willing to discuss its 
financing during the interview, seven purchased their asset s 
in cash with savings accumulated through wage-earning . 
On e of these was a joint purchase by two brothers; in four 
ca ses supplementary assistance was receiv e d in the form of 
small loans (in two cases from the father~ one from the 
father-in-law? one from a brother). While operation and 
income were in some instances shared (two cases out of eight ) , 
owner ship is generally vested 111 a single individual, and 
cooperative ventures tend to break do,m over time, as the 
participants branch out into separat e enterprises. For 
example, Pillasa, now a major fish-dealer, seven years ago 
jointly purchased with his brother one of the first 
6 One of these obtained his launch through a gove r n-
ment grant previously mentioned (see p. 42 ) . 
motorized launches i,1 the village for fishing and trans-
port. Since then the or :i ~{ in al b o a t changed hands , each 
purchased a launch o:f his own and Pillasa rcmts th t; second 
boat from his brother when business requires it. (He has 
now sold his 01,.,rr1 launch to another brother: and doe. s most 
transshipping to Tawau by truck, owned by the Ctiinese tra-
der with whom he deals.) It appears that while soffic co lla-
boration takes place, this tends to occur only at the early 
stages of entering business and only for so long as pa:rtncr-
ship is an economic imperative. 
Formal business does not exhaust 'ent Tepreneurial' 
activity in Bangau-Bangau. 0 on1e of ~1, 0 con~idpr·~blE~ J"l]i· -,") L JV . - •. ~ - · l..., u. , . ·- ·-
cit trade between tl1e ~outh~rn Philippines and Semporna 1s 
conducted by people from the village. This sm&ll-scale 
traffic is part of a traditional local trade pattern and 
local official s c.re not uncommolll)' bribed to take no notice 
of it. 
Two vi 11 ag e:c s are reputed to engage in more ser1ou s 
illegal activities: one in stolen pearls from the Japane se 
pearl beds at nearby Bohey Dulong and the ot11er in logs 
taken with his launch from local river pens. Both are 
alleg ed to 
C :i al S • 
have been arrested and freed aft er bribin~ offi-
~ 
Less intriguing but nonetheless importan t is the ~ag-
dagang trade, or peddling of snacks .:ind refreshments that 
is a. regular part of village life for housewives a.11d chil-
dren. Any one day, five or six women can be found selling 
small fried cakes or spiced noodles in front cf their homGs. 
They can make a profit of t,·jO or three do1lars in a day. 
Children given changc. by their parents will often. run to 
town to 
them on 
sake r-OI 
bu.v mangoes> 
,I 
the - . , b-r, ago ..... J_ \,.,,,, • 
di vei'(' ion as 
flavoured ice or sweets and peddle 
Small-scale vending is as much for the 
anything. Still its socializing ef-
fects cannot be ignored, nor its importance as supplementary 
incorr.e minimized. One fisherman stated that it Has only 
through his wife 's selling cakes and jyinks everyday, that 
they were able to save enough money to build their modest 
hou se (Sapalud~n j F/H: 1975). By 2nd large the mag dag .ang_ 
trade is irregnlar and with the e:~ception of three I1awkers 
who make significant incomes frcm it, these penny capi -
t a 1 i st s h av e no t b 2 en inc 1 u d r.:: d in. cm p J. o ym 2 n t data . 
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·c1cr: c2l /Professional 
The entrance of Bajau into clerical positions is as 
yet both statistically and strategically ins-ignificant. 
The two Bajau represented in this occupational grouping 
(the third is a Samal in-rnigrant) 5 were the only young men 
to attend secondary school from Bangau-Bangau. Their pre-
sent positions are relatively minor (District Council 
stores manager and Public Works Department road construction 
superviso1.·) s but do represent a break from the previous 
caste-like association of Bajau with meniaJ. labour. Aside 
from the status factor, their positions have to date had 
no direct impact within the .vil]age. 
Lnbourers 
The potential for absorption of Bajau into · the local 
labour force has reached its limit unless the Semporna area 
is _developed industrially. The absolute number of unskil-
led labourers has remained static, and although this is 
suppler.1ented by a significant increase in semi-skilled and 
skilled workers, the proportion of the total working-age 
population receiving wages has actually declined. The 
pressure of limited opportunities is forcing more and more 
wage-seekers to leave the village and obtain work in J.arger 
centres. This was already being done in 1969 by young men 
who left periodically on their own for better··paying jobs 
hauling cargo in the city or working in timber camps . Now, 
for t11e first time, their wives and children often accom ·-
pany them,. and returns to the village are less frequent. 
The overall number who have left the village in search of 
work (includinB new arrivals) would approach 60. On e house-
l1old had nine members who had moved to a nearby town to 
work in a plywood factory. Hovever, the disadvantages of 
rent and higheY costs of living are not always compensated 
by the higher wages obtainable in the cities. If sufficient 
local opportunities were available most would undoubtedly 
choose to remain in Semporna. One of the new shopkeepers 
whose income is no1-v 1 i ttl e more tJ-i an $ 3 0 OM (half the wages 
he had previously earned in Sandakan working cargo), con-
siders himself better off now. Living away from home he 
had only been able to send back $300 out of $700 in h a ~der -
earned 1'Jages (Albaiy F/H: 1975). 
Very low wages are still received by the thr ee wom en 
1.,·1ho work as domestics in the to1,m and by four men who ar e 
shop assistants. But Sabah's economic boom in 1972 and 
197 3 has l:a.d some trickle --down effects. Basic PWD wo g e s 
have risen to $6 per day. An unskilled labourer working 
seven days a week and over-time can make $200-300 in a 
month. In a plywood factory, again with overtirr..e, $300-
7 
3 5 0 a rnon tL. can be earned. Any private employmen. t connec-
t ed. with the timber industry is lucrative. Log loaders are 
paid $500-1000 a month. A tractor driver can earn seve r al 
t hous and. Incomes in the timber industry fluctu a te depen-
ding or.. the international economy and volume of ~.\.ports. 
In 1975, it had virtually collapsed due to slackening 
purchases by Japan. Still, timber jobs supported 18 Bangau-
Bangau men in that year. 
One noteworthy change has be en tr1e di ve-csj fica tion in 
labour activity and the development of skills by part of 
th~ Bajau workforce. Nearly one-third of the wage-earners 
have some specialization which increases their ea2"ning 
capacity in varying degrees. Semi-skilled plumLers and 
hocJ.r~men for the PWD make $300 per month; a lorry driver 
can earn up to $ 5 0 0 ; he av y machine ope r at ors > from $ 5 0 0 ·-
7 5 0. 
Fishermen 
Fishing is clo sely linked to one segment of the devel-
oping entrepreneurial sector within the village. With a 
few notable exceptions, those who have remained in fishin g 
(whether house or boat-d·welle:rs), have not participated J_n 
the economic and social mobility experienced by other 
groups. 
$100 per 
fishing 
The average income for fishermen remains 
month (although the subsistence value of 
acti~ity would add another $40-50 to this 
at about 
their 
+· ) 
.L1gure . 
7 Women still work as seasonal day labouTers clearing 
plantation lands; but, as with occasional hawkers, they a re 
ex~lutled from statistical data because of the irregularity 
of this type of labour and its small cash supplement to 
family income. 
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One major impediment to the transformation of the fishing 
industry beyond the point to which it had developed. in I969 
ha. s be en the type of re J 2_ t ion ship which ch a r 2. c t er i z e s p To -
1 d :lprl . .,,. J-n Jn1oc;"'l·- Ca"sec::: .,L_he en trepreneur aCt..:i c u c er an CJ...., a._ e 1. • . .1. ~ _ ...., _ 
solely as a middl8~1i.c:n 2nd patron 2..nd has contTibuted nothing 
to the productivt- capacity c·f those who cont inue to fish . 
Independent lin e fishing i.s still the most i1:1portant fish·-
ing tec hniqu e , and is us ed even vihen s everal fishermen 
' anumpang_r (follo w 2. long ) on a fis hing trip. 
Full time fishermen commo nly have an arrangement known 
as mag tendok with a deal er to sell their fish for them. 
This is a form of dependency rela tionship n o "l, easily ex-
plain ed, since on the surface it is a superfluous insti-
tution and on e which cou l d be more profita.b1y supp l anted 
1n the fis herman's inte r2st by individu a l self-management 
or corpo rate development. 
Recent migran ts are jerm-.:t.!1-a~ (sponso·red) and are tech-
nically not free to sell their own produce. In these cases 
the tendok relation sh ip is a neces sary antl J.ogical exten-
sion of traditional dependency relations predicated on l e -
gal status , but for the first time op e rating within the 
village. 8 But many long-standing residents and boat-dwelleTs 
h 1 b .. 9 . . h. ave r cc en t .1_ y e come c J_ t 1 z ens , con t in u e to o 1-\1n t e 1 r o v~T1 
boats and equipment, yet bind themselves to another vil lager 
who purchases their whole catch at 25% to 30 % o f the ul ti-
mate retail price in c i ty shops . Two respondents, not 
involved in fishin g themse 1 ve s, de scribed t],i s ten do k rel a·· 
ti on ship as "bad j II r:close to cheating "; yet it is ·wide-
spread, if not alH:iys acknowledged by al l fishermen 
8 So 1 i c i tat ions by en t e rp r i s in g Baj 2. u v j 11 age rs i n 1 9 6 9 
for permi ssion to act a~; spons or s l ater boT e fruit when re·-
fu gees had to be admitted in larger numbers than long-time 
Samal patrons cared to a ccommociate. 
9 The attainmen t of citizenship 1v2.s one side-effect of 
the refugee situation for many Baj au . The large number of 
refugees requiring sponsorship meant the labou r and fin an -
cial benefits t? patrons r e sulting from Bajau dependency 
were no longe r 1n sca rce supply . Other factors a ccounted 
for the naturalization of numbers of Bajau in 1973 . 
Cer tainly their economic value t o anyor e i .. 1portant enough 
to be enriched by the timber boom had become incons couen-
tial. These Ba jau also had valuable political potential. 
According to those interYi2wed~ nom i nal conversion to l slam 
was pr er ~qui site to endir, G t heir i11 clen t u re . 
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involved. A number of fishcrfuen maintained that they n ev er 
relied on tendok arrangements for the disposal of their 
surplus produce. These said they sold their fish loc a lJ.y 
in the open fish market or took it themselves to larger 
towns where they could get better prices. The higher in-
comes quoted (around $200 a month)) tended to verify the ir 
claims > but made the dependence of others more difficult 
to explain. 
The vagaries of fishing itself help to account for the 
replication of patron-client relations among the Bajau. 
Historically such ties enabled the Baj au to obtain necessi-
ties (cloth, water, vegetables) irrespective of the fishing 
cycle. The satisfaction of. contemporary necessities re-
quires money, and during periods when fishing is poor, 
ready cash is hard to cc-me by. The fisherman can borrow 
money or obtain supplies from a dealer to whom he is then 
· bound to sell his future catch at a set price. When the 
rel at i o JJ ship i s \r o 1 un tar y ( i . c . do e s no t in v o 1 v e 1 e g H l 
sponsorship) , it can be severed at any time once repayment 
is made. But to the traditionally oriented fisherman it 
has the ·added advantage of 
with other ethnic gr0ups. 
do so because of cultural 
saving time and reducing contact 
Many of those who still fish 
ties to the sea. They remain 
more isolated by their way of life and have not acquired 
the experience or language facility in Malay that enabl~ 
confidence i11 dealing on equal terms with townspeople. 
The traditional fisherman 1s in much the same posi t ion 
as the peasant whose ' contractual inferiorityv inhibits 
the conversion of surplus production into capital for his 
ovv11 use (Pears:;, 1971 : 73). It is the middle-man providing 
exchange services who absorbs the lion's share of the 
peasant surplus. For the first time, this role is being 
taken over by Bajau. The practjce presents the first 
c 1 early exp 1 o it at iv e re 1 at ion to em e T g e \ 'v' i thin the g r o up , 
The Unemp_~..£1-ed 
tUnemployed' 1s a residual category incJuding all 
working-age males who have not got re gular formal employment 
o r other self-supporting income. It has alre ady been men-
tioned thc~t ambiguities exist in tryin.g to def in e this 
·-7 0 
g ro 0. p an cl. the as c: :r i pt ion ' no work. ' by s e 1 f or o the r s , as 
the criterion for placement in the unemployed category. 
Some individuals in this category obtained casual emplo y-
ment or had occasional opportunities to fish but were not 
engaged in regular productive activities and remained pri-
marily dependent on another family member for support at 
that time. Of course this group was composed primarily of 
the old, the young and refugees. 
The progressive decapitalization and loss of control 
of the means of production are a predictable consequence 
of the kind of 'development' cycle (wage-labour ·- )' con-
sumerism-> cash d8pendence -) wage-labour) depicted in 
Figure 2:1. Nearly all hou?eholds in 1969 had at least 
one lepa-lepa, whether or not its members were primarily 
engaged in fishing. Now barely half of the hou sehold pos-
se s s their o 1"111 means o f f i shin g . In 1 9 7 S the re were 7 5 
lepa-1_~~ and ku.:~i1:_10 and seven large motorized launches 
which could be used for fishing among 77 (out of 168) 
households. This means that at least one-third of those 
122 who counted themselves full-time fishermen, do not 01,v11 
their own boats, and must depend on the property of a rela-
tive to earn their livelihood. For the 73 who are unem-
ployed, even this opportunity is rare. Old fi shing boat s 
are scrapped and not replaced by villagers whos e primary 
income source lies elsewhere. The lepa-lep~ us ed to be 
both home and means of livelihood. Since the move to 
houses, it has lost half its utility. Now capital cost for 
boat and engine (at least $2000) as well as the costs 0£ 
operation are so high that accounting does not justify 
maintenance in most cases. For the young village resident, 
who is half- hearted about the rewards of fishing to begin 
with, the gamble on wage-employ1nent is preferable. 
It is interesting in connection with the growth of an 
unemployed sector of the conununi ty, to note that the 
lO Ten of these were unmoto rized and therefore had res-
tricted productive utility. The lepa-lepa is the tradi-
tional round-bottomed houseboat ana fi::;hing craft, very well 
adapted to the shallow coral reefs of Semporna area . The 
kumpit is a narro,i, lo ng boat recently adopted by ma~y Bajau 
because it is capable of hjgh speeds when motorized. They 
are, however4 useless for long fishing trips, since they 
are not built to provide shelter. 
developm en t of cnt~epreneurial activity has generated v r-
tuallv no new secondary employinent . Outside of the imme-
, 
di ate family and excluding t.endok and j ~I-:!Di:r:an ax-rangc1 ten ts > 
no villag er is pe -.rma nently employed by ano·i.:her .. 
partiall y due to the nature of Baj au enterprise. 
This i. s 
Bajau 
entrepreneurs ar 0 predominantly involved in buying and 
selling rather than investing in. productivi t.y-in.crsasing 
capital. 11 They correspond to Marx I s imerchant estate v 
who take adv an tagc of the shift from barter to ,) commodj ty 
market by exploiting the divorce of exchange into distinct 
processes of puI·chase and sale (G!undris _ se, 1973: 200), 
The fail~re to develop any long-term, suprn-fumi~ial co r-
porate or collective enterprise is also import ant in this 
respect and will be returned to later . 
Canel us ion 
Much of what writers on the politic al econ··my of 
developme nt (Frank, 1969; Worsley, 1972; A,, -i ·, ] 0 ~, h '\ 1J ~.1 ~ ' - _., / - ) have 
noted regarding the emergence of a ! _~1.rnp en pro 1 e ~a. r i~!- is 
borne ou "'.: in this study. Labour in the: Thi rd World e cono -
mies i.s relatively privileged by comvarisoTI with the 
. , .. 12 . . "f" . .c h growing margina.ti ·cy of a s1gni icant prop~)rt1on OI t e 
population when 'devel0pment' occurs. 
Sligbtly more than. :half of the v.rorkinr2·- c.1.ge population 
make Jess than $J.SO per month. Roug11ly cal culated , 5290 of 
the wo r kin g - a g e pop u 1 s. t ion r e c e iv e 2 0 % o f to t a J. cash inc o rn e 
11 A notable exception is the Bajau who has outfi tted 
his very large boat for tr awling and rno ·1e d \vith his brothers 
and thei r families six months prior to our arrival to 
fishing grovnds on the east coast. They were said to make 
as much as ~2000 per month selling their catche s direct for 
the much higher prices of the urban market (G aradan, F/H: 
1975). 
12 Al thou g h statistics ha-11Te been inflated by the refu-
gees, their arrival can on J.y be seen as exace r bating the 
natural trends in the loc2.l eco110:r.y. 
among villagers. Ninety-three peycent of these arc fisheT -
men or h3ve no re~ul a r fo rma.l e;mp lo)1nen t. 
The inevitable str8.tification following on non.·· 
coll ective development approaches sorn~thing of an 'ideal 
type' in the Baj ao case. Figure 4: 6 reve als a-n. almost per -
feet dist~ibution of income according to th e Western capi-
talist model. The gro1,\ring a.rticulation of the. Laj aa econo-
my with a national and international capitalist one is the 
obvious explanation for this !neat! picture of the 8merg:1.ng 
Bajali stratification pattern. 
The significance of wage-·labour in Bai a.u economic ., 
tTans formatiori cannot be underestimated. 
undou bt cell y the single most ;important pre cip i tan t of the 
gro,,.r_i ng s tr a tif ica t ion within the Baj au community. As 
one villager commented recently: "For those who r· . -L :l. S ll 
nothing; 1- 1 k 1 11 ,... P . , 'E / i.~1 · tuose w10 wor wages - - 1a.ve l ~ 1nuan; , 1 • 1975). 
The tab 1 e on .1 ;i c "'m c di st rib u ti on in 1 9 7 5 ( F i gu r c 4- : 6 ) re ·· 
veal s that wage-workers still earn sci-:ie o.f the highest in-
come s 1n the village. Wage-labour i.vas unque~tionably the 
pivot in the economic) social and ideological tYansformation 
of the Bajat...:. It provided some Baj au with new fir1ancial 
arid social resources enabling them to move out uf direct 
productive labour activities and to exploit their less 
advantaged kinsmen. What was a minor occup ational differ-
ence in the mid-1960s, has since become a major qualitative 
distinction, accounting for the dominance of some and the 
subordination of others within the community. 
Given the loose structure of their t raditional 
wage-labour seems to have had an extraorclir1,cry) unmedi2.t ed 
imp act on the ideology of the Bangau-B;::;.ngau Baj au. The 
laissez-faire individualism that sm2rged conforms to Marx's 
descr ip tion in the Grundriss_~ of the abstrc:i.ctecl exchange 
relation and social being .introduced in the capitalist for-
mation with money wages. 
As material representative of general wealth, 
as indiv-iduali_zed excr1.ange--varu~· rnoney must -
be the direct object> aim ancl product of general 
labour, the labour of all individuals. Labour 
must directly produce exchange value, i.e. 
money. It must therefore be wage labour (197 3 : 
2 24) . 
. . . the po\·..rer which er1ch ind.ivid· al exercizcs 
over the a.c ti vi ty of others or over social 
Figure 4:6 
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* Again the necessity for treating t11is data ca~tiously must be stressed. Most fishing and entre-
preneurial incomes vary cor1siderably from month to month. The figures given by these respondents must 
be viewed as rough averages. Some of these were carefully and reliably calculated (some shopkeepers, 
£or example). On the other hand~ estimations by fish-dealers are far more complex and less likely to be 
credible . Where i~come information was not provided by respondents, it was often possible to estimate 
an income based on known rates of remuneration for his particular occupation. Only when a reasonably 
reliable assessment was impossible was the 'not kno,vn' category resorted to. 
**These calculations do not include valuation of the subsistence contribution of fish 01· cassava 
which a re consumed 1h;i.thou t passing through the market. The subsistence value con tr i bu ted by a fu 1 1-time 
fisherman might be as high as $50 per month. Sedentary villagers who were using public land adjacent to 
the bridge for planting probably added. a non -c ash contribution to faraily income equivalent to $20 a mon"~11. 
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weal th cxi st s 1n him as the owneJ' of 
·ex chan ·ge values 5 of" money (197 :3: 1 S 7) . 
-- ----------~ --~...., 
The dissolution of all products and activities 
into exchange values presupposes the dissolu-
tion of all fixed personal (historic) relatibns 
of dependence jn production, as well as the 
all -sided depc:adence of the producers on one 
another (197 .3: 1.56). 
Much of contempor2.ry Baj au ideology is a consciou s 
representation of these new social relations. Wages prov i -
ded the mater ial means for its realization 1n the competi -
tive, acquisitive activities of individua] Bajau: 
I must look for money -- I will work for 
the government a long time - - when I have 
a motor launch and can do business I will 
rrr,· - 'H 1q · o) s to p \. 1 1. g an , .L / : , _ 6 J • 
'Business t, the epitome of objectification and detachment 
of exchang e from persona2. relations, became the most valued 
activity among thr;; Bajau 1 and its maximi:,;ing ethic, the 
justific2tion for indifferent relations a~ang villagers. 
Their consciousn ess reflects a cle ar recog11ition that they 
are now 11 ••• indiv ic~uc1ls Tuled by abstractions~ whereas 
e a r 1 i c r they d ep end e d on one an o the r 11 ( G run d r j_ s s e } 1 9 7 3 : 
164). 
CILt\PTER F IVD 
----- ---- -
BAJAU CONsrroUSNES S AND SOCIAL CHJNGE 
Theoretical concern Hi th social change common l y fo ·-
cuses on the relative causal significance o:f conscious hu-
man motivation and the struc+-ural r ela tionshi ps within 
which human action takes place. Web e r explicitly posit e d 
a causal reciprocity between the t wo spheres emphasizing 
the dynamic role of subj ~~ctive consciousne ss -;_n economic 
activity. 
' Economic action involves a con s cious primary 
0 r i e 11 t at ion t C e CO no mi C CO 11 S i de rat r~:1 n S • l t 
must be consciou s , for what matter ~ is not 
the obj e ct iv e il e c e s s it y o f ma king econ om i c 
provision, but the belief that it is nece s sary 
( 1 9 4 7 : 1 5 8 - 5 9 , cm p has i s-a-d de d) . 
Weber ' s iterat ion of the subjective has been t aken up 
by a substanti a l number of contempora ry anal y~)ts of the 
development process. By some, this has been carried to the 
extreme ·of conferring primac y on pe rs on al ity ch aracteristics 
and value change -- for examp le, motivation to achieve 
(McClelland ' s ' n - acl1 1 , 1962), or outward - looking o rienta-
tion (Lerner ' s 'empathy', 1958). 
For others, elements of con s ciousness are prerequi sites 
to analysis of social action. Berger argues that the f ocus 
of analysis must at least begin with transforma tion of 
p 1 au s i b i 1 i t y s t ru ct u re s , "the kind s o f c on .5 c i o u s n e s s p 1 <:1- u .::. 
sjble under particular social circum stanc es 11 (1973: 16) . 
He re i e ct s th c no t j_ c n s of t b o s e anl on g Marx i st s w h c " . . . 
interpret elements of consciou sness as dependent variabl e: 11 
(p. 18) . 'Cor~sciousness' to Berger is cap abl e of indep en-
dent tran smi ssion, of export or impo si tion. Ma.nning Nash 
also adopts subjective experience as the fu ::1.dams ntal bas is 
of expJanatio n. 
The cogn i tive awareness of the peo ple in the 
society must be gotten before the scientific 
or anthropologi cal meaning can be attributed 
o r adduced (_1965: 315-1 6) . 
In focu s ing on the subjective, everyday attitudes, 
values and rationalizat ions> the 'idcclo Qv ' proferred bv 
0/ / 
Baj au villagers> I am not a ttaching primary causa t ion 1n 
- 7 _r:;: -
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social change to motivation or ideas . We shall ultimat e l y 
re turn to the arguments posed by Godel ie r th.at the rn ore df:! -
c1.s1vc conditj_ons determining the historical necessi ty (this 
'rationality') of a particular system "arise out of uninten-
tional properties inherent in social relations'' (1972: viii)> 
and his efforts to transcend an indeterminate interactional 
stalemate without sacrificing reciprocal cau sation. 
To move from description of the rules to 
establishment of the la1.vs , by way of knowledge 
of the facts, rnf;a.ns passing from the inten-
tional to the unintentional and analysing 
the relation between them; it means theoreti-
cally conceiving social reality as it manifests 
itself and as everyone experiences it, as a 
reality that is both willed and not-willed, 
performed and suffered, as a 'mix ed ' reality 
... (1972: 260). 
The principal conce;ts relevant to this consider ation 
of consciousness are .?~(lti~:y (how the indi vid1. al per-
ceives himself 5 wh2.t c.o11ectivi ty (ies) and symbol syst ems 
he as so ci ates hi.:n.se 1 f wi.. th; how he defines such groupings 
vis-a -vis relevan t others (in terms of power, status or 
econ om i c advantage ) ; a ri d i ~ ~ o 1 o g_y (no ti on s ~ be l i e f s JI 
values ~nd those rationalizations which justify expressed 
identity, and a re expre3sed in personal bebaviour and 
. 1 . 1 soc1a~ practices. These concepts of identity and ideology 
are inextricable insofaY as the individual must accommodate 
his self (or g·toup) definition with his value hieTarchy to 
some degree; although consistency is illusory and unlikely 
to appear ben~ath the most overt and superficial levels of 
consciou sness . 
Ider1tity is i::i.plic:Ltly 8 relative concept. It is a 
notion impossible to employ without reference to external 
l Tl . , f . . . k . J 1J_s c!.e -1n1 tJ_on t ;-L cs into account Alt 1usser' s st-cess 
on the materiality of ideolo gy as it is both inserted into 
and determined by pTac tice (1971: 158-59). I do not) as will 
be evident, accept what is taken to be Althusser 1 s supposi-
tion of individual consciousness as a unit ary subject of 
ideology (Hirst, 1976). Hirst's conception of individual 
consciousness as reflecting a "dee.entere d complex of prac -
tices and statuses which have distinct conditions of exis-
tence" (p . 400) seems to me the more sustainable position 
even in t e rm s o f Al t] 1u s s er ' s own st r u ct u r al i s t frame wo r k . 
J\.l though Hirst does not make the point, j_t wi ll be argued 
here that these coHdit.ions aris · out of the complex Arti -
cula tj on of several modes of pYod.uction in social formations 
and the particular location of individuals/groups in that 
format ion. 
- 7 7 --
relationships and thejr subjective perception. Psycho -
logical theory and social and anthropological evidence s up --
port the conclusion that tlJe way pe0ple perceive thems e J.vcs 
an cl the i r so c i a J. set s is 1 a r g e 1 y de t c rrn in e d by content :i o r1. 
and interaction with constructed categories of relevant 
' ot~ers 1 • This process of identity formation through i~ter-
action seems t o apply at both the individual and group 
levels : the individual's definition o{ self is construct e d 
in response t o reactions of others (Mead, 1962); ethnic 
identity 1s based on perceived or real differences ratio-
nalizing relationships of confrontation, competition or 
complementarity 1,::i.t11 other groups (Barth, 1969; Leach,, 
1954) ; the strength and coµtent of c lass identities is 
determined by similar processes (Bott , 1957). These houn-
daries are rare l y clear-cut, consistent and intractable . 
They generally mutate across time and space. The impor-
t ant point to be stressed in this context is the reciprocal 
nature of the i d en ·tity formation process -- the creation 
of notions of insideness and sameness as opposed to outside-
ness and difference with reference to certain perceptual 
categories whi ch the interaction process specifies. 
As has been mentioned, Baj au identity in the tradition-
al context was very much a function of their ethnic 'en-
clo sure ' and the n~ture of their limited relationships 
with land-dwelling groups. By their neighbours, Rajau were 
i dentified with two negatively -valued characteristics: 
their boat-dwe l ling, nomadic way of life and their an1rn1s-
. 
2 b ., . f d . t ic e.11e s an practices . Poverty , uncleanness, mcra.1 
pol l ution and naivete or lac]r of intelligence aTe associ--
ated traits typically attached to subsistence people on 
the wrong side of a Great Tradition. These elements were 
incorporated i.nto the myths and orjgin tales that surround 
the Baj au people and reinforce their subordinatf: status. 
2The emphasis on re11gj_on as a~ ~dentity-defining prin-
ciple is inteYesting in the Bajau-S~maJ case because it 
underlines the subjective relativity of perceptio n in boun-
dary maintenance . Different i ation heYe rests c 1 • · · · 
_ -/ -~ L Opp O S ~ t .I O n S 
more ideal than real. Bajau ritual has lono had an ident i-
f~able 1 I~la:;1ic .renecr' (Taylor, 1931: 535)~ Samal reli-
gious belief and prac:tjce still a.ccor!nnodatcs 1 spells I and 
spirit-mediums of the pre-.TsJ.amic folk tradition. Des v itr· 
~om~lementary syncrctism in both case s ~ definin g chara~ t e r-
1st1cs were treated categorically by both groups . 
,. 8 
.. I .. 
Stone demonstrates that much of the negative sterco-
ty~e imposed from the voutside 1 had been internalized by 
his Bajau infonnants. But it is importan·t to recocnize 
that identification 1 insidet the ecological, economic and 
status boundary defining the Baj au 1aut is not identica~. to 
tr..c prescriptions of domin an t soci;-::1 groups. While B2.jau 
sel:f-rc1.tings as unreligious> uncivili ze d and dirty corres -
pond to ratings given them by Samal and Tausug, they ex-· 
pressed an independent, pcsiti.ve self-image on character-
istics of honesty= friendliness, unselfishness and gener-
osity (1962: 132). 
Here we must consider the complexity of the concept of 
consciousness. For the Bajau > consc18usness has at one 
and the same time to mediate their subordinate situation 
in the larger social structure and provide meaning and sig~ 
nificance in everyday life. Such contradictions are one 
source of the counterpoint value systems which enable so-
cial change. 
Wertheim as 
The counterpoint concept is conceived by 
... a basic complement to any hierarchica l 
social order ... a source o:f social dynamics 
that give rise to the process of evolutionary 
and in more extreme cases, revolutionary 
emancipation (1974: 89). 
Counterpo int values operate at the level of social insti tu-
tion s (for ex amp 1 e , rel ig iou s theme .:, of eg al i tariani sm 
alongside a divinely ordained authoritarian sy3tem) as well 
as within the consciousness of the indiviJua ·L (acquiesc ence 
to the so c i a J. pre s ti g e hie r a. r ch y w hi 1 e r11 o ck in g r re tent i o us 
superior-ity). Tokes .Ca .:.,~y ta]ec:: -rvt}1C"' a1'r1 araf·r-_;.i-tJ· v .._ . , .L _ 1. .l . . _ _ > l , t _. ·- ,.> .1. ..l O - .L J_ ~ .. 
commonly include represent ations o~ alternative values. 
Bott's (1957) study of the divergent models of cla ss 
structure constructed by Londo11 informants in different 
structural positions and havi.ng different social reference 
groups demonstTa.tes the validity of the counterpoint con-
cept. He~ work too underline~ the ambivalent and dialecti-
cal nature of value systems: 
People must make use of their personal 
exp e rience to reach a working definition of 
t1 e class structure, an,1 the}-r 1 ersonal needs 
and wishes enter into it too. Concepts of 
class are used £or general oTiE:ntations in the 
society at large . .. but the definitions arP 
flexib Jc . Th~y 201.' e often jnte·rna1J.y inconsis-
ten~, but since they are used differently in 
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different contexts and for different purposes, 
individuals need not be made aware that their 
concepts are not completely logical and consis-
tent (Bott ., 19 5 7 : 191) . 
Another way of posing the counterpoint concept woul d 
· be in terms of 1 modes of consciousness'. This would be 
complementary to current emphasis 5n the French Marxist 
school (Althusser and Balibar, 1970; Meillasoux, 1972; 
Terray, 1972; Godel.ier, 1974) on the mixed nature of histo-
rical social systems. For Marx modes of product i on with 
perfectly corresponding political, economic and ideological 
structures are analytical tools to be treated as ideal 
types. Histo ri cal 1 social formations' are comprised of 
several modes of productiona with one dominating and inte-
grating elements of the others. Within these complex for-
mations various types of productive forces and relations 
of production are integrated. The nature of the corr espon-
dence between th~se and ideological 'superstructures 1 has 
not yet been clearly theorized (Taylor, 1976; Friedman, 
1974). However, it follows logically (and from the evi-
dence presented by the Bajau case) that a number of distinct 
structures of identification and ideological representation 
interact in complex social formations as well. This was 
the ca s e in the tr ad i t ion a 1 so c i a 1 f o rm at io n. an cl w i th au it e 
L 
different contents in the contemporary Bajau situation. 
Baj au Co n s c i o u s n e s s 1 n the P r ~ -· C a p i ~c a.-!:_ i s t F o r~_§- t j_ on_ 
In the redistributive system of the traditional Sulu 
social formation, elements of sub sistence and slave modes 
7 
were incorporated into a 'feudaltJ tributary system in 
3 There has been considerable debate regarding the dis-
tinctiveness of the 'feudal ' and ' asiatic' modes of produc-
t ion (Hinde s s and Hi r s t , 1 9 7 S ; Tay 1 o r , 1 9 7 6 ) . W a 11 er s t c in , 
( l 9 7 6 : 2 81 ) f o 1 1 o VJ in g Sarni r Arni n , not 2 s that bot 11 ar e var i -
ant s of a g en er a 1 j_ z e d ' tr i bu tar y ' o r t red i s tr i bu ti v e ' mo de 
in which surplus is e~'tracted by a superordinate bure aucracy 
in the form of 'tribute' in return for the ' protection' of 
·- 8 0 --
w hi ch p a tr on - c 1 i en t t i e s cement ed. p e I i p he 1 al sub s i ~; t e Lr 2 
h T CF 1 97-, g you p s to t . . e s e gm en ta r y au s u g s tat e .~. arr en 1 -'·· .'J J • 
Baj au production was articulc1ted to the Tausug redist-.r·ibu-
tive sy~tem in such a way as to enable the extraction of 
surplus by the dominant Ta.usug in retu.n1. for rights to 
w2. t er ~ sm a. "t l - s c al e ex cha ng e and pro t e c ti on . At L he s 2.m e 
t irn e an integrated and en c le ssd subsistence -·ba se.d ;oode v.r as 
maintained among the Bajau themselves. This contradiction 
between their relative autonomy in the one mode a nd depen-
dence in the other was the source of the cont::adicting modes 
of consciousness - - one expressing t.~ positive} the other a 
negative identity 
situation. 
evid ent among Baj au in the t ·1· adi t icnal 
Exploitative relations of production 
tern were rationaJ.ized through an ideology 
, "'1 
-LL 
r· 0 ]_ 
th(-' ., '1 Tue Y c:- V c:: ·-
- . I. c. - b ;.:, ; >/ 
religious purity. The denigrating mythology surrounding 
the Bajau, discussed in Chapter One) is 
the mode of consciousness corresponding 
0 ·1n ,:::. (-\ X 1 '. ·r (- c: S J. n n O .1.·(' L!. V 1i,,.,.;;J.-..-. .. .. .1 .. _ __ 
t. 0 .l.c 1-: p c:, (~ r::> -~-- .,,c ,:, rn a 1 t_ l __ , .. ..,. '-'-"· '-' ). 
exploitative relations. But th('. high deg-::.,ee of ei1closurc 
(based on ecological concentration, institutional duplica · 
ti on, rigidity of group def in i ti on, endo g aJ11y and e c.onom i c 
pluralism -- Schermerhorn, 1970) impo se,::l on the Baj au, en-
abled them, despite consciousness of the dominant rationale 
o f sub c., rd in at ion > to re ta in a s ep a r at e and po s i t iv e i <le n -
ti ty corresponding to the egali taria.n relations cf subsis-·· 
tence production. 
Taylor ' s persistent inquiries into Baj au religiou~) 
beliefs, brought dissociation from the Isl amic religious 
system barely hinting at a subordinated or 'ialse' conscious -
ness: 
The Moros are forever telling us about their 
Allah: so I suppose that go<ls do exi'.~t. 
But as for us} we know nothii1;.s about them ... 
No one has ev c:: 1· to 1 d u s ab C; u t such thing s 
(gods). We are a · sea people, and we have 
been too busy get ting a 11.,.,:in g from the sea 
-- which is a. very ha1'd j()b -· - to think about 
th~~l (1931: 535). 
- ---·-----
p r o du c e 1 · s . .!-'. l th cu g J) c e r t c1 in c con om i c Len e £ i t s ( e . g . c 1 o t l l , 
pottery) also accrued to client .s o f the Sulu St1ltanate these 
o cc u r red in the co 11 t CY t o f de l) en dent po 1 J_ t i. ca 1 Te 1 at ion ships 
and constituted a 'n egativ-::,' type of reciproc ity . 
8-... ., l -
Bajau wcr~ obviou sly sensitized to the labels appJied 
by other groups . But the ambig uity inheren t in all such 
symbols wos reflected 1n their manipulation of response 
to the implied jdentity . Pela'u ·was the mo st com111on t ·~:rrn 
+ - • . d 1--- s -, . l S .._ 0-1.. denigra t1on use 0y ama.,._ in t11 e emporna area LO refer 
to the Baj3.u laut. In 1969 we were told by a Bangau-Bangau 
villager that v.1hen people in tovvn used t.h e t erm~ it meant 
"very dirty, shabby, a lot of garbage n (G aradan 1 L/H: 
19 69) . But the definition given Stone by a Sanga-Sanga 
bo at-dweller in a much more traditional and enclosed s itu-
ation 1vas narrovr, literal and irrelevant to his expressed 
identity : 
People call us pela'u, but that is crazy . 
Pelaru is the name of the house of the lip a 
[Baj au boat type] , .. when p eopl e call us that 
they are calling us hou s e. We c all ou rselves 
Sama. [According to Stone 'Sam a ' mean s ' to-
gether'; The Malay term sama means r1:1.k e 1 
o r 1 the s am e ' J ( 1 9 6 2 : 11 7 J . 
Ag a in it should be reiterated that Stone' ::; Baj au re spon-
dents who expressed strong negative seJ.f-son cept s on quali-
ties related to religious purity and cul tur c ~ •19ver-thel ess 
ranked themselves high on hon e sty, generosity, frJendl ines s 
and 1 ow on selfishness and pride as own ·-group c] ._;1r ac te.r-
istics (1962: 132), while ascribing negative ratings on 
the se attributes to Samal and Tausug groups. As an 1 cn-
closed ' people ·who se interaction with s~lpe:r-orclinatc groups 
was strictly prescribed in the earlier per iod an inward-
loo king focus and separate ecological Lase enabled the Bajau 
to insulate themselves ;:igainst the full :fo Tce of an imposed 
neg ative identity by ignoring, r2.tionalizin g or minimi. z ing 
the dominant 'mode of consciousness' while e~phasizing 
counter-values among themsel ·ves. These were their shared 
relationships~ reciprocal bonds (se e Pli . 53 - 54 ) , equality 
and unique tie s to the sea (Stone, 1962; Taylo r , 1 931) . 
A similar proposition could be dTa·\vn f ro m data on 
quit e dis p a rat e soc i a l f o rm a t ions . De s c rip t ion s of po s t ·· 
conqu est Indi. an society in .Amer ica (Godelj er , 19 74 ), of 
slave culture in the plantation system of 1-he Caribb ean 
(Genovese, 19 7 5) and of Hindu caste ideologies (Berreman , 
1972; Mason, ]971) are congruent with this notion positing 
the coexistence, and even the historic a l coreplementarity 
of apparently contiadictory modes of consciousn ess. 
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Ther e is not enough deta i led evidence avai l able on 
the content of t radit ional Bajau relations wi th land groups 
and the effect of thes e on in te rn al Bajau o rganization and 
identification to enable us to work out ho w the two mode s 
of consciousness were integrated by them . It seems reason-
able to su~po se that both modes remained more or less dicho -
tomou s in the Baj au cons c i o u s n es s , the i T re 1 e v an cc; be in g 
largely situational. 
The significance of a dominant or hegemonic ideology 
would presumably increase whenever enclosure of the subor-
dinate group breaks down and concomitant shifts in iden ti -
fication take place. Religion and ecological boundaries 
were the criteria which defined status in the traJitiona l 
Tausug - Samal-Bajau social formation of Sulu. It i s to be 
expected that th e breakdown of Bajau structural en clo sure 
which had previously countered internalization cf the super -
ordina te ideology, would increase its relevan.r;c 2.nd that 
new Bajau conceptions of change would be posit ed in this 
idiom. Certainly the progressive Islamization of the Baj au 
and the new house - landward orientation in the l ate 1 960s 
were motivated by status considerations related to the domi-
nant value-system of the traditional social f ormation. 
But on closer examination this essentially functionalist 
and assimilationist expl.anation failed to acc ount for the 
more fundamental transformation that was takjng place in the 
Bajau economic base, social relations and consciou sne ss in 
1969. At that time Bajau ideologic a l repr esentat ion s of 
change were more essentially constructed around an indi--
genou s equivalent of the Weberian concept of formal eco-
nomic rationality and Marx 's money relat ion, completely 
transcending the cultur a l ecological idiom of the tradition-
al Sulu social formation. Any attempt to analyze the trans-
formation of Bajau consciousness within the changing social 
formation must t ake into account these t wo ideological. 
streams: th e one which originated in the religio-political 
leg itimations of the traditional social formation (and 
8 ., ,a ) ~ ) • • 
w hi ch was i t s c 1 :f in. t }--1 e D r o c e :; s o f r c f o rm u l a. t ion an cl i n t e -
gration at the national le rel); and the o th f., r a. .c i s in g 
directly out of the new ,·.:age · earn1.ng economic base discns s-2':Cl 
in Chapter Four. 
Modes of Cons·ciousness J.n the New Social Forrn.a·tion: 
The Bajau Ideology of Economic Rationality 
We be1· (194 7) used the ~oncept of formal r&t ion al i ty 
to define the form of optin1l~m economic ma.x:imizati.on which 
transcends constraints CJ :f social institution s . To Weber , 
formal rationality is most closely approximated in the 
processes of the moneti:--:ed market economy. Money in it s 
general purpose se:a:ie ·· ·· as standaid of measurement,, rned-
ium of exchange an cl instrument of accumulation of weal th 
and productive power - --- is the lynchpin in the evolutior. 
of the 'modern' economJ.c: and social system. for both Marx 
and Weber. Fer Weber it frees the exchange process from 
the bounds of convention and allows competing produc·tion 
and consumption units to op erate autonomously on the basis 
of calculated self- interest through the market. r,1oney 
enables precision in accounting and therefore the possi -
b i 1 it y o f ' rat ion a 1 1 > e ff i c i en t comp a r i s on o f me ari_ :s : 
Want satisfaction through a market economy 
normally and in proportion to the degree 
of rationaJity presupposes money calculation ( 1 9 ~ 7 : 213) . ------ --
Weber's interest .is primr1.rily the ideological context 
and historical conditions in which rational action can most 
closely approximate the ideal type. Here money plays an 
inst rumenta l role to the expression of self - interested 
individu al action 1n the market. 
In Marx's analysis of capitalist social relations 
greater emphasis is placed on the dialectical properties 
of money. In the capitalist formation money is not on ly 
an expression and facilitator of optimum exchanse possibi-
liti~s, but in its capacity as capital inverts this rela-
tionship: 
V' e c; e e , t hen , h 0 \v i ~.: i s an inhere n t p r o p er t y 
of ~oney to fulfill its purposes by siffiul-
taneoiisry negating tbem' to achieve indepcn -
den ce f rorn co1nmo di ti es , to be a me ans Hhich 
b~comes an end (Grundrisse, 1973: 151). 
- ~--------
The pro c e s ~ of in v e Ts ion/ transcendence by which money be -· 
comes not merely means t0 an end (exchange) but an end in 
it self (that is, a commodity) had clearly taken place in 
Baja.u society: 
Before we did::1 1 t have ideas. Our ideas were 
,vro ng then - - we knew how to get fish, but 
not how to get money (Garadan, 1969: L/H) , 
In i ts new f o rm as cap :i. t a 1 money s ep a r ate s the pro du c e r 
from his product, from those whose cocperaticn he requires 
to produce it, and from the .producer 0£ the goods he con-· 
sum es. It creates the private individua.1 1 whose relations 
with society are ob scured by the generalized social power 
of money. 1 'The individual carries his social power as 
well as his bond with scc.i.ety in his pocket" ·(G runcl~-~s~e) 
1973: 157) .. 
What we know of the historical effect of the introduc-
tion of general pur1JOSE: m.oney in the colonial context 
(Steiner, 1954; Nash, 1966; Bohannan, 1967) on previously 
non -monetized societies illustrates the pervasive power of 
h 
'
"d ,4 . . ±~ . . h 11 d t e 1 ea it in -uses -- tnat int eory a~i goo .s or ser-
vices are potential commodi.ties, subject to numerical 
4Th e Bajau themselves describe social change as the 
adoption of a new 'idea ' (pikilan) in which the advantages 
of a whole range of social activities: includirig ritual, 
coJ:. sumption and distribution practices as well as the rilore 
strictly 2conomic provision of livelihood, must now be 
comp ared a.nd rationalized in pureJ.y economic terms. 
Many societies have attempted to resist the full force 
of monetization by restricting the spheres in which money 
conversion is legitima·t2 (St e iner, 1954). Others have 
manipulated it to support traditional cultural values --
th r o u g h f e a. s ting , f o r ex amp 1 e , an o Tl g Pa c if i c g ro up s (Co 11 n e 11 , 
1977). It has been argued that even 'deviant' use of money 
for gambling ;;.~nd alcohol sprees is a fcrm of resistance 
(Lur ie , 1971) to the priva_te accumulation associated with 
the development of money capitalism in the West. 
While disruption in varying degrees appec;.rs to occur 
in all these cases, they do not demonstrate the radical 
br eak or conscicu-:; rejection of traditional values which 
ch aracterized the Bajau response. 
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valuation according to a singl~ scale, to conversion and 
accumulation and thereby to becoming subordinated to ex-
plicitly teconomic' calculation. 
It is this concept of calculating 'rationality' which 
so closely approximates the subjective re -~or ien tat ion of the 
Bajau ideology. Its Weberian connotation as the central 
principle of 'modern' economic and social organization 
closely p aral 1 els the Baj au' s 01.m model of the conditions 
of contemporary socjal change. This mode of consciousness 
grew out of their structural incorporation through wage-
labour into the commodity market system. And as Marx sug-
gests, the abstractness of the new relations of production 
mystifies the true relation~ of dependence of individu als 
within the new social system and allows competitiv e indi-
vidual economic action tc ~ppear rational acros s the strata 
emerging in the v~llage: 
In the money relation, in the developed system 
of exchange ... the ties of pers0nal dependence 
... are in fact exploded ... (at least all 
person a l ties all appear as personal relations); 
and individuals seem independent (tliis is 
an independence wh1.ch is at bottom merely an 
illusion, and it is more correctly called 
indj_fferencc), free to collide with one another 
and to engage in exchange within this freedom 
... (Since the single individual cannot strip 
away his personal definition [in the pre-
capitalist societyJ, but may very well overcome 
and master external relations, his freedom 
seems to be greater [in the money relation] ... )" 
( G r~ n d r i s s e , 1 9 7 3 : 1 6 3 - 6 4 ) . 
The money relation established through dependence on 
new technology and wage labour affected everyone in the 
village (though certainly in varying degrees) so that even 
fishermen and boat-dwellers expressed, on one level at 
least, the ideology that arose out of the new 'social being' 
of the Bangau-Bangau Bajau . 
The Bajau perception of change in J. 969 almost entirely 
revolved round the 'idea' of purely economic maximization 
and progress through individual action. The advantage 
of competitive individualism; the obs ession with material 
accumulation as progress; conceptions of saving, invest-
ment and utility were intimately linked with que s tions of 
social mobility and ethnic status, but represented a dis-
tinct and dominant cluster in the ideology of change ex-
pressed by villagers in 1969: 
.. 8 6 -· 
In th0 old days when we v:ere poor together 
,ve were all equal ancl shared lm ~'q,1 taba.ng] , 
now it is ev~ry mc:n for himself [ ~·1ag kenia-
·ke11ia] (Ti1 ing, FE/H: 1969). 
Now whoever can get the money keeps it. 
Who8ver gets tired first gets only a little 
... Now that each person is on his own 
[mag' ke ·nia-kenia] you dor. 't lcse like 
b cf ore .--:--:---ococi~il , L / H : 196 9) . 
Now we fish one by one or two at the most 
... people don't want to share equally as 
be fore . .. If I have five dollars worth of 
fish, and another person has t,,vo dollars 
worth, we don't divide evenly [mag bahagiJ 
(Si bog o , F / B: 19 6 9) . - ·-
NovvT \\re aren ' t fri ,ends who share any more. 
It is bet ter to uo on our own lmag kenia-
keni a] . If we fish together we-·Tight ;-----
if- on·L person is clever he wants to keep 
all the fish. Things are different now 
(Gujang 1 F/ B: 1969). 
In Bangau-Bangau some are a little bit well 
off [dayahan ] because they use thei-.r heads . . . 
If ·we each take care of ourselves [mag 
ke·n i a - J..- en i a] - - that I s he st ( idc b a i , L.F/ H : 1 9 6 9 ) ~ 
Our custom before was different -· - l iks foo 1 s. 
We fished before, we were like children ... 
Now we are grown up (Landok, L/ H: 196S) . 
Our old way was fishing, now we make money 
you must work with the idea [ akal] of taking 
care of yourself [mag kenia-kenia]; in t he 
o ld days we didn't have that-Ydea, we fished 
together [magamb~_!J (Siharati, L/H: 1969), 
Before we didn't have ideas. Our ideas were 
wrong then. We knew how to get fish > but not 
ho,v to get money . . . Now v-rhat 's mine :is mine 
[mag k f' TI i a - }r en i a] , E a Ch p Ya Ct i S e 5 h i S O vn1 
e CO TI oily-.-- I f h j_ S m On e y i S f in i S h E:-' d , t h.o. t I S i t , 
finished (Ga radan , L/H: 1969). 
The idea of instrumental , 'indifferent' individ~al 
action in both Marx and Weber is expressed jn the Bajau 
phrase mag_ k~J:ia-kenia (,,, hich can be translated loosely as 
to each his own; every man for himself; what 1 s mine 
1s mine, what's yours is yours), connoting rejection of 
socia l interdepcnclc11ce as a basis of economic provis ion ~n.d 
security. 
To demonstrate that this mode of consciousn ess (Y\To·L1rnci ......, V - • \./ .. 
directl y out of the new Bajau relations of production and 
coul d not be attributed to some lrind of cultur al a.ssimilat.~_r1n)' 
.. 8 7 -
I must stress that this ccncertion of individual i..sm v;as 
unparalleled in cxp:rr::-ssed Samal ideology. When Haj i J\.bdul 
Majid, an elderly and highly respected island Samal trader 
commented on changes among the Baj au~ his perceptions 1vere 
still l argely posed in terms of the traditional ethos: 
Before the war they used to come here and 
dance on t11e beach ... Our idea is di fferent 
than theirs -- they fish, we have gardens 
[:market g2.rdei1s or small cop ra crops] . , 
They now divide their idea, some still have 
the o ld idea, some have religion . . . They 
didn 1 t pr ay . They didn't have a book [Koran] 
-- onl y fished and played with their wives 
unt il they were tired. They didn 1 t believe 
i n God -- said they couldn't see h:i.m . They 
u sed to make promises to rocks and trees. 
They thought that· these had god s . Tabav;an, 
Ba.naran ·, Ubian, Kabinga' an are all Samal. 
Pel a ru are the only ones different because 
they don 1 t believe in God . .. Before they 
h ad no religic!1} YlOW they are divided . ., . 
[in their custo::-n] (Danawa.n Island: 1969). 
The exhortations of the Samal elite w~re similarly 
posed in the context of a ' traditionalist ' religio-politic a1 
ideolo gy , uncorrelated with the new economic idea of the 
Baj au . . A r are and rather dramatic visit of the local Sama l 
M. P. to Bang au·· Bang au f c, llowing su sp ens ion of pa rl i a.men ta ry 
e J_ e c t ion s is i 11 u s t r at i ,_,. e : 
Sept. 28 M. P . Lakaran vi sited the Kampong 
with the local imam and one from W. Malaysia 
and an entourage of Samal assi stants and ha ·j is . 
Lakaran spoke ... "There are two roads a person 
can follo w in li f e -- one the good road to heaven 
and the other the bad road to hell ... It was 
difficult for you in the past without imams 
and reJ.ig:i.ou s schools but now it is possible 
to study how to pray and. enter the mosque . .. " 
The imam from W. Ma.1 ays i a ( speaking in Mal o.y 
tr anslated and ~laborated by Lakaran): 
"If you choose :e__Togress the religion of West 
Malaysia should be the religicn of the people 
here -- regarlless of position or station in 
lif e al J. p 2ople share a sense of belonging and 
equality in b eing Muslim. " He mentioned got?1~_g_ 
royon g [Malay :for comrnunc1l self-help ethicJ 
ancr explicitly j den tif ied the state with rcli ·-
g ion (Diary, Sept. 2 8, 1969). 
Offic ial comments at the opening of the community 
c entre by the Sabah Minister for Culture and Sport on 
November 5, 1975 was remarkabJ.y similar. A.gai:n. progress 
and bum·iputra (indigenous ) solidarity through a common 
Malavo-Muslim culture was the theme. , 
() ,, 
- u (! -
rihe preponderant m8.j ori ty of Semporna Sam.al J n 1969 
continued to live off small-hold agriculture and local-
market fishing. Their wo1~1 d-vi ew and economy were typical 
of a peasant situation (Wolf, 1966), partly subsistence 
and partly attached to the complex economic system of the 
larger society. By contrast with the Bajau an insignifi-
cant proportion had entered into full-time wage labour as 
of 1969. 
The marked exception to the general. Samal situation 
was the ascendancy to no~~eau riche status of a smal] but 
very visible Samal elite who, through chance, kinship ties 
and the political favour of a state government cultivating 
its Muslim constituency, had been given privileged access 
to the natural wealth of Sabah's timber resources. This 
was the reference group (mistakenly generalized to apply 
to all Samal) against which Baj au now measured their nations 
of ethnic equality and their own 'prog:ces::;' [day~_hanJ . 
The idea of Bangau-Bangau is dif terent from 
the 1.and people. They garden, we go to sea. 
Sea people haven't got this [pointed to his 
head] . Land people have it. They are making 
progres s. Thev have timber grants. Our $SO 
every month i s · in their pocket.5 They buy 
tax i~; they're given engines [i.e. by govern-
ment grant] (..i\kbai, LF/H: 1969). 
It could hardly be said that even this Samal elite 
espoused anything resembling a spirit of individualistic 
enterprise. The wealth derived from timber concessions was 
in the form of royalties. The actual deveJ.opment of roads, 
logging and replanting required by the grant were generally 
contracted to Chinese entrep:reneurs or for eign companies 
(Le e, 1976). Conspicuous consumption and patronage in the 
style of the traditional· datus was the n-:ost immediate and 
obvious consequence of sudden wealth for these Samal. 
With government encouragement, investment (largely in 
5This refers to the $SO per capita dividend which every 
citizen of Sa.bah was supposed to receive annually from the 
government out of public shares in ti1!1ber cooperatives. 
To my knowledge no Bajau from Bangau-Bangau ever received 
this payment. In 1975> many Samal were complaining that 
they had received the di,ridend only once or t wice a few 
years before and never heard about it again. 
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transport - - passeneer boa~~ and taxis) 
on only a very small scale by the Sainal 
was being undcrtakc11 
~- ...... - , , 69 e 1. 1 l,. e 1 n .L .., I • • The 
rcal:;..y interesting business activity which evolved in sub -
sequent y:ars (again suvported o:r encouraged by gcnrr-::rnm r~ nt 
contra c t i ng po 1 i c i e s favour in g b u~1..:~ u ! r a_) Fa s be in g conduct -
ed by midrlle-level Sama} who were equally frustrated by the 
monopolization of timber '",eal th by Sam2~l witli political con-
nections. These included a secondary school gratl~ate, an 
ex-primary school teacher who had separately gone into con-
tracting, and an isl and trader of Samal-Tausug descent who 
started a very successful prawn fishing compa~y. Such 
business activity was not widespread and more or less paral-
leled j_ndependent Bajau entrepreneurial development during 
the same pe ·c iod. 
The ideology of economic rationality was a mode of 
consciou sness, then, which emerged directly out of the Baj au 
relationship to money capitalism through wagc-;abour which 
by 1969 had surpassed fishing as the primary source of live-
lihood for the majority of villagers. Its thorough--going 
adoption is undoubtedly extraordinary and may be explained 
by the loo seness of t~eir kin structure and lack of land 
ties which might otherwise have placed conservative strains 
on unchallenged substjt.ution of the money relation. In any 
case the character of Bajau social change mtist be understood 
as a much mo re comp l ex trans f o no1 at ion . At- the s am e t im e 
as e co no m i c £ o r c e s were ope rat i ng on Baj au so c ~- a 1 Y e 1 a t ion s 
and ideological cons t.ructs:; they we Ye equally impo rt .s.nt in 
increasing the relevance of the larger political-economy 
in which change was taking place . Paradoxically, transfor-
mation also increa s~tl the necessity of integrating the other 
mode of consciousness paralleling tl1e religio-poli ·t-ical, 
ethnic-status legitimations of the pre-capitalist mode. 
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The Pre ·· C a p i t a 1 i ,, t I de o lug y Ref o rm u l ate d 
Re formulate d idiorr.s of ethnic identification or reli·· 
gious legitimation are commonly utilized in the strategies 
o f ' 1r, o de r r. i_ z in g I n. ::rL lo n s to p Tom o t e u. n it y ~ 1 ,3 g i t i;n at e au -
thority and bind so - called ~primordial loyaitiest (ApteT, 
1964) to new political and economic structures. But they 
may, as in the Malaysian case, hav e equal functional utility 
in disguising the real class differences which cross-cut 
ethnic groups . 
The religio-cultural ethic is enshrined in the Malay-
s J.an con s ti tut ion whi ch sp~cif ics the i special pl ace I o f 
the Ma]ay ethnic group, Malay language and the Muslim reli-
g J.on. Nat ion al propaganda aimed at the non -Malay 1 in.di -
genous peoples of Sabah (including the Bajau) seeks to 
create primordiul loyalties by encouraging tyansfer of 
iden t if i cat ion to th::. Malay group. The Te tM ri.l r"i_y::ies s ' and 
participation in the community of Islam has been charged 
with conno tations of modernity, change and progress (Rafi, 
1974: 154j 158-61). Roff not es that Tun Mustapha) then 
Chief Minister of Sabah and of Tausug descent , freq1....ently 
stressed that to ·vm·3.s·ok Melayu' (lite rally to enter Malay·-
ness) is to become more modern (p. 170). 
Pressures to convert and formalize Bajau· laut adher-
ence to I s 1 am mount e d 2. s the 1 9 6 9 el e ct ion s a pp ro ached and. 
intensifi ed following communal riots ia Malaya in the srune 
year. The talk given the visiting Samal M.P. (p. 8 7 ) 
is a transparent example of efforts to equate concepts of 
poli tical equality and economic progrc~_;s Vli th Islam iri 
the consciousness of non-Malay indigenous peoples. 7 At the 
tJ.me, most vi 11 agers' a tt i tu des to Is 1 sm were understandably 
7 . 
· T11 e be havi ou T al reaction c of Baj au v il 1 agers to the 
talk and /.::he condescending religious instruction which c0n-
cluded tle occasion warrants mention . Throughout, most lis-
tened quiet.l;T and without visible response. While the M.P. 
de 1 iv ere d hi s po 1 i t i ca 1 s e rm on 9 the ""'-' if e of t he v i J. 1 a g e 
panglirna m11rnbled repeatedly under her breath 11 Thank him for 
TI1e eng·rne ... 1 1 (that is the engine granted under a govern-
ment cooperative scheme to promote cooperative fishing but 
i.vhjch in fact had b~come the private property of the head--
man as a political favour) . At the pojnt when the men were 
lined up and poin ted in the direction of 1ecca for a prayer 
demonstr ati on 1 many of th e boat-dwelling fishermen left in 
disgust or embarassment. 
ambi~alent, ranging from cynicism and rejection: 
That's why I don't believe jn Hajis, they 
cheat and steal (Saidi, student/H : 1969). 
Our praying is 
Vie dontt read, 
imam wants al 1 
to pray at the 
F/ B: 1969) 
different from the Muslim race . 
"'e only talk with God. The 
the people of Bangau-Bangau 
mosque -- not me! (SaTani, 
to passive accommodation and tentative approval: 
A long time ago people here could :not enter 
the mosque in town ... I have never been to 
the mosque because I am not clever but some 
of the people in Bang au-Bang au are now ... 
(Udani, FL/H: 1969). 
God is stronger than saitons (evil spirits) 
. . . if we save our ol a·-cu.s toms we cannot 
become successful (dayahan). We don't want 
jins (shaman) -- if we don't have jins we 
won't have busun g [ghost sickness];--we don't 
want 1 iv in g in ~b o at s (Gar ad an , LE/ H : l 9 6 9 ) . 
Although a few villagers including the headman occasionally 
attended Mosque in town, at that time religion rarely enteTed 
coriversation about change, and then more as a symbo l of 
relatively greater respectability in the outside world than 
as a valued good-in-itself. 
By 197 5 two villagers had been trained as imam a.nd .a 
government sponsored Mosque was finally built in Bangau-
Bangau (which still has no primary school). With the fear 
and discomfort of attending the Mosque in town removed, 
some 50 men now attend regularly. Eighteen of the 30 
1975 respondents (almost entirely from among those classed 
as ' labourers ' and 'entrepreneurs') claimed to lie at least 
nominal Muslims. Of the eight stating that they were not 
Muslim (four gave no clear response), seven were fishermen) 
five of these still boat-dwellers: 8 
We never pray, we're kaffir (Jirul, F/B: 1975). 
Political, social and economic pressures unquestionably 
account for much of the initial attr8.ction of Islam. It had 
8
underlining the dis sociation of house-dwellers from 
boat and fishing people which this ideological divergence 
implies was the tendency of many villagers to distinguish 
' boat-people' from 'villagers ': 
All people in Bangau-Bangau are Muslirn. 
Some boat-people are Muslim, some not (Albai, 
E/H : 1975). 
{\ . ) 
' ' ':)(.. -
always be en 1~ he mo s t imp o rt an t r a ti on al c for s t a t us di s ~ 
t inc t ion s among ct hn i c g r o ups i :r._ Su 1 u . Ve Y y pr 2. c t i c al cl i s -· 
adv an tag es associated with non - ad11 erence had a J. ways af f E'C tc cI 
Baj au laut. Villagers frequently complained of having tc) 
bribe PWD overseers 1n order to keep their woTk, while 
1 1 t ho s e o f t he s am e :re 1 i g i on I I s 1 am J don I t g iv c ]TI one y 11 
(Tigan, L/H: 1969). To obtain permanent residence or citi -
zenship, conversJ_on to Islam was oblig a tory . Several 
oemporna Chinese informants also atte s ted t o thi s unofficial 
re quirem ent in their own. cases. 
Comments in 1975 indic ated that Islam had taken on 
unpre ceden. {-eel subs tan ti ve s ignif ic2.nce in the cons ciou sne s s 
of many Baj au and 'i'las acco·r.<led an adherence more than simply 
formal or p rc=tgma tic. 
pondents referred to 
Notable is the fact that several res-
spontaneously ·when asked the 
most general question s on. c.hange in th-2: village, some.times 
to the ex c 1 u s ion o £ t he s -~. r i c t 1. y econ om i c me c1 s u r c s tu1 i v e r -
sally elicited in 196q. 
Question 2:2 What do you think ab0ut Bangau - Bangau be-
£ ore compar ed. to Bang au -Bang au 1101v· ? Ho1·J 
have t hings here changed? 
It's much bc~tter no\·J. The religion J_Islarn] 
1 s s tr o n g ( S i 1:: ·· .n i , E / H : 1 9 7 5 ) . 
We have progress. The religion 1s strong now 
( S a1 a tu, L/ H: l 9 7 5) . 
We have God's law. Now we pray ... 
(Pillasa, F. /H; 1975). 
Question 2:5 Are Bangau-Bangau people equal with the 
land :people? 
Yes, we have progress 
electricity;} Islam ... 
r . J 9 . LrnaJu - - water pipes, 
~--·-- ... 
LSa1oma [f], L/II: 1975). 
The mag kenia-~enia philosophy is still a strong and large ly 
independent ideological force: 
Question 2: 14 Is it eas1.er to have success if evervon e , 
works col1ective:i.y or if each person 
looks out for himself? 
If each one look s after himself [mag k enia-
k en· i a] , th en W h O e Ve J' i S CJ. e V e Te S t SU CC e e d S -
iQ_ayahanJ (Lahudin :i E/H : J. 97 5) . 
9 The Ma 1 a y t e nn m aj_~. r pro g res s ) w s s commonly u s c d in 
1975 instead of Bajau words ~ jth si~ilar connotation5. 
([) r ·, 
- -:.; ... 
"Kenia-kenia is best . Some think rich, 
s om e t b ink p o o r ( Tu 1 o n g , E / H: 1 9 '7 !~; ) , 
Mag· keni~ - keni a is our custom now. That 
waytl1e-ie is no di sag reemcn t (Samu"t·ani,, 
F/B: 1975). 
In those days we would fish togeth~r 
[rn·a'gambi t]. If we ::ried to clo that novi, 
w; would fight (Johari, FE/H: 1975). 
But it Rppears to be less consistently expressed and uni-
versall y held than before: 
Question 2:14 
Working together is better than on your own 
·rma~ kenia-kenia]. That way you become 
- 7 C:. • h ·-:;::.--,-· L / H . 1 n 7 r ) strong Lul ara~1, 1 • L~/~ • 
It's good to be one together we make 
progress fdayahan]; but you have to use 
your he ad ' - i t ~ fs n [ t j us t l u Ck C Ak b a i 1 D / H ; 1 9 7 5 ) . 
And some responses suggest the possibilj_ty that _i_t may ul-· 
timately be subordinated to the mode of consciou suess 
propagated by the state society. 
Qu est.ion 2 : 18 Would you li~e anything 
Ba.ngau -- Bangau now'? 
to be chang ed . lll 
We don 1 t need change, we have the Ko:i~a:,;. (S:i. 1a1· i, 
L/H: 1975). 
Que stion 2:14 
Workin g together [mag tabang] or on your O\m . 
[mag kenia-kenia] doesn 1 t matter -- fate 
[nasibJ gives success (Salatu, L/I-J: 1975) .10 
The problem of explaining the t :ra:nsformation of Baj au 
co nsciousness 1s complex. We have at one lev el to understand 
what function the elaborated pre-capitalist idioms and forms 
just described play in the relat·ions between 'moderni ~ing 1 
nations and l~rger international structures; and on a 
l O 1'} . d t f , ff' . . 1 . 11s 1· espon en h'as one o tne t-;vo uno -icJ_a imam 
who did in fact give up his Friday 2..fternoon wage to prc1y 
in Mosque. He ,as the only one in the vilJ.ag e said to d0 
thi s consistentlv. 
,I 
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micro-level we have to explain ho·h1 and w11y these forms a11d 
idJ.oms have become part of the conscious activity of Baj au 
people despite ide a l -typ ical incongruity ·wi th the capitali st 
structures of social relations and consciousness which had 
taken co he Ten t f o rm by 1 9 6 9 . The possibility that the 
l atter may be subsumed by a coopted pre -c~pitalist mode of 
consc1ous~e ss warrants explanation as it challe~ges any 
linear assumpti.ons about the tr ansformation process. 
It is possible to analyze these contradictcry struc-
tur es of con sciousness a lon g the same lin es appli 0 d ·'='arlier 
in the chapter to the structures of the traditional social 
f o rm at ion . The con c e pt o f the do min at ion o f on e among 
sev e ral modes in a social , formation and the su~j ec tion to 
dependency of aspects of the other modes in the short term 
interests of the dominant one can be utilized at both the 
macro and micro levels, and applied to both econofl1.ic struc--
tures and structures of consciou sness. As an extunple at. 
the international level, Kabn ha s argued (on In.don2sia) 
that world-wide capitalism dominates the petty commodity 
and subsistenc e production of peripheral economies in the 
int ere sts of maximizing pro f it, "a by-prod.uct o f ·which is 
the stagnation of local fo rms of commocl i tv prodt: ct ionn 
(19 '7 5: 12). Hence, in dependent ecor1om1es 1 ' the growth of 
new economic formc [and he re we include corrcspondiilg ideo-
logies] seems to lead a lmos t di rect ly to their di ssolution 11 
(p. 31). 
The Ba j au ideol ogy of economic r& Lion a l i ty (~~ _1~~ni a -
kenia) was their own ttheorC:.,tic al ' expression of the new 
mate ri al rel ati on s introduced by wage-labour . I f a perfect 
cor re sponden ce bet ween base and superstructure could be 
assume d and if Baj au wage-labour had been embedded in a 
' pure' c ap itali st economy we would hav~ had to predict that 
the mag kenia-kenia. ideo lo gy would snpplant enti ·.cely those 
pre - capitalist constructs in which shared con1mun2.l identity, 
re 1 ig ion or ethnicity we re the primary rat ion al i zatioas ,'Jf 
relations of ~roduct ion o r exp Jo itation: 
Free individuality , based on the univers a l 
development of individuals and on their sub-
ord i nation of their communal, social produc-
t iv it y as the i r so c i a 1 we a 1 th j_ s the third. 
stage ... Patriarchal as well as ancient 
con di t ion s Cf e u d a 1 al so ) t hu s d i s int e g rat e 
with the development of commerce, of luxury, 
.. 9 S -· 
of money , of exchange value, while ,rrodern 
so ci e ty-ari ses- arid--g rows in . the same .me asu:re 
(Ma rx ; G run·d r fs s e_, 19? 3 ; l S 8) . 
But 'vulg ar 1 assertions of one - sided structural deter -
mination of superstructllre have been widely criticized 
within 11arxist circles as simplistic) mechanj_sti c and in-
.b . 1 f 1 ,- · , b 1 1 , . 1 ., . 1 compa t1 le w1t1 Marx s un~er1nea ~t c ear y 01a~ecc1ca . 
concept of cons ciousness as both ~mbedded in (evolvi~g and 
intera cting with) and a mystified representation of real 
material relations (Gottlieb, 1975; Lichtman~ 1976; Frow , 
1977). Consciou sness coul.d not play the active role it 
does in Marx's sch~na of change if his conc eption of the 
relation of s true tu re to supers t ru ctu :re were in fact so 
rigidly dichotomous. Nor, as has 1 • 1 oeen po1nt ea out, are 
concrete historical formations to be confused with the con-
ceptual object of investigation (M aTx 's 'pure' or 'ideal ' 
averag e ' -- Althusse r, 1970: 195-97) 
tion. 
the mode of produc-
Even in Western societies exhibiting characteristics 
which most closely approximate the ideal average of the 
capi ·talist mode, pre-capitalist relations persist. To 
choose an obvious example, the family is an institution i n 
which production and distribution relations tlo not op erate 
along lines of individual rational economic accounting 
consistent with principles of the capitalis t mode (Weber, 
1947: 98; Meillasoux, 1972: 98). The necessity of explain-
ing such 'anomalies'> as well as explaining the possibility 
of moving beyond t he capitalist mode has made the elabora-
tion of a theory of transition a "firs t priority of. Marxist 
investigation" (Althusser s 1970: 19'7). Hence the focus in 
Marxist anthropology on the analysis of concrete histo rical 
sys terns where the inter act ion bet'\'le en unevenly developed 
elements in the empirical social formation c an be analyzed 
and used to inform our theoreti cal understanding. 
This notion of change as an uneven and non-lineal 
phenomen on is c ri tical to under-standing the source of con-
tradictions in s oci a l formations. Quite clearly from empi-
rical eridence an emerging dominating mode of production 
extends, maintains or reformu l ates soffie clemen ts of pre-
existing modPs in the process of its development , while 
parti all y destroying them in other respects. The family 
as a. vestige of pre-capitalist kinship relations is arguably 
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1n the process of deteriorating: but it is clear that 
despite its in t ernal incongruity with the dominant capit.al-
ist mode thi s structure has functioned to support the lat-
ter ne vertheless as a cheap means of reproducing the work 
force and pro·viding social security (with responsibility 
for Ia.ising the young, caring for tl1c old, et c.). The de-
cline of such props is interpreted no t only as a simple step 
· f h d r· h. in the continuj.ng evolution o t e pure mo e l1n tis case 
c a p i t al i s m ) ., bu t at the s a.i111 e t i me $ a s a sour c e of i t s d e s -
truction. As part of the complex pattern by which these 
internal con tradic tion.s of a social format ion \VO rk themsel Yes 
out, they create in the process new configur 2. tions of forces, 
relations and ideas, and .a new dynamic of cbange . 
. . . There is inherent in the capitalist 
system a tend ency to,,1ard self-dest1.uction 
which, in its earlier stages, may ~el.l assert 
itself in the form of a tendency toward retar-
dation of progress. The capitalist process 
no t on 1 y de st :toys i t s o ,,.,,rn ins t i "d.l t . i on al 
framework but it also creates th<; conditions 
for another I social ism] ... In the end there 
i s not so much difference as one may think 
between saying that the decay of capitalism 
is due to its success and saying that it is 
due to its failu re (J. Schumpeter, cited in 
WallersteiE~ 'l.976: 280-81). 
In the pro c e s s of inc o rp o rat i on of the Baj au into th e 
national economy and throng 11. it to the 1,vor ld market j we 
can see the s@ne compleY interaction of old or remolded 
pre ·-capitalist structures with new capitalist ones. On the 
one hand the dest r uction of cooperative economic activity, 
shared relations of distribution and consciousness of equa-
lity and identity of interest amongst themselves corresponds 
to the clear dominance of the new wage-earning economic base. 
The substitution of an ideo logy of eco~omic rationality and 
the developing petty entrepreneurial oYientation are logi-
cally consistent with t11e characteristic structures of the 
capit2li st mode. But alongside and interacting with this 
conceptually 'pure' proce ss of tran sformat ion:- we find 
integrated but internally incongruous structures deriving 
from both modes of the pre-capitalist formation: the repli-
cation of dependency relations among Ba jau. in the fisl1ing 
sec.tor : and attempts to acquire productive resourc es througt 
polj tic al patron age are the most obvious examples. 
Overall the new mode of production u·ses 
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existing relatio:!.1s of production 7 social 
organization and ideology in order to over-
throw them and we have here the means of 
extending these relations above and beyond 
their sphere of origin and their original 
function (Godelier, 1974: 71). 
This process of appropriation logic ally applies to pre-
existing modes of ccnsc .1 ousness as well. Svmbols of ethni -~ 
city and religion imply an identity ivl:ich has no real mate-
rial basis. Again, as Go<lelier says, 11 ••• earli er ideologi ~ 
cal forms now used for new ends 1 correspond to relations 
of production which were more egalitarian" (1974: 71). 
The emphasis on ~ommunality of Malay identity belies 
the essentially hierarchical and exploitative nature of 
contemporary economic relations in Malaysia in which per-
sisting patron-client forms are combined and articulated 
with the dominati~g capi~alist mode. In this way, the re-
formulated pre - capital is-: mo de of consciousness serves the 
. f 1 M J . 1· 1 ll d h . 1n t ere st s o - t J 1 e 1 a _ a y s :t an ru 1 n g c as s nn . t e 1 n t er -
national capita]ist market structure which it in turn (not 
entirely consciously) serves. 
Bajau incorporation into the Malaysian state, a process 
collateral with incorporation into the international market, 
has entailed the impositi.on and absorption of two modes of 
consciousness one ba::;ed on competitive individualism 
and the other on etlmic &nd religious identity. It is pre-
dictable that the mode of consciousness predicated on a new 
Bajau identification (Malay and Muslim) wi ll subordinate 
the mode emphasizing economi_c rationality as the illusory 
nature of the latter's image of universal and limitless 
material advantage ~ecomes raw and apparent and requires 
further mystification. In the peripheral economies of the 
11 For 2vidence that ideologies of nationalism and ethni~ 
city in Malaysia are in fact illusory productions of a ruling 
alliance (1-:h ic h is not itself ethnically based), on.c has 
only to look a t the long-standing v1orking agreement 1.)etween 
the non-Malay business community and the indigenous poli-
tical elite which has been a cornerstone of Malaysjan com -
munal politics (Milne, 1970). This point was also made in 
paper s re c en 1: 1 y pre s 2 r1 t e d at the 1 9 7 7 Cun f c r enc e of the 
Australian Anthropological Society hy Shc1msul Baharuddin 
and Wan Za1·1a1·.1i and is graphically documented for Sabah in 
E . Lee ' s (1976)" Timber Towka_ys of Sabal1__. 
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Third World, the lbnits of dep~ndency make it too soon 
apparent that 
it is impossible for the indjviduals of a 
class, etc. to overcome . . , [exp] oi tative 
conditions] en masse without destroying them. 
A pa rticular indivlc~ual may by chance get on 
top of these relations, but the mass of those 
un de r the i r ru 1 e c. ann o t , . . (Marx : g Tu~ d r i s s e ., 
197'.'): 164). 
If continued gr-owtr., manages to sho1·e up the myth1)1ogy 
of the 'rationality' of COJttpetitive and possessive indivi-
dual ism in do min at in g c a p i ta l i s t so c i et i es (.Amin , 1 9 7 6 ; 
C,>nnell, 1977), the consequent structural stt:.ltificati on 
of the peripheral Third V•.a rJ.d economies prov ides no such 
hasis for disguising expl?itative relations. The functjonal 
utility of manipulating pre -capitalist idelltities in hiding 
. . 1 . l 2 developing class cleavages is oov1ous . 
l 2 .... , · f d 1 . 1 ' B . 1 .. d 1 n 1 s o - co u r s e o e s no t exp a in tJ n }'" t n e a J au s 1 o u 1 · 
find such ide11"~i ties attractive and re turns us to the very 
comp 1 i c ate d q u e -~ t ion o f the r o l e o f id e o 1 o g y in the pro -
cess of individual identification. I can only reiterate 
here the basicstlly phenomenological expJanat:i.on of the pre-
theoretic a l thinking of the individual. in class society 
which is a strong theme in the Marxist discu:;sion of this 
question. 
There is a very prcd:ouncl an_,j deceptively 
s imp 1 e in s i g ht run n in g th r o u g h Ma y·x I s an a 1 y s i s 
-- that of the necessary connection between 
powerlessne ss and permanence. When 1\' C are 
alienated \'le experience ou.T subordin tio11 
as a ' n at u r a 1 con d i._ t j o ~1 1 ( L i ch tm an } l 9 7 6 ; 6 8 ) . 
A s imi la r 1 ·nde rs tanC.ing is implicit i.n 
the term I intcrpcllation 1 (h ai lin2:1 to 
Sh j_ p b e t \v e en t l1 e ind i V id U a 1 a :-:; ~: U 1; j t- C ; · 
presentation of his condition of bein~ 
Althusser's use cf 
define the relation-
and tbc ideolo i;j cal 
(19 7 ') r / ' \ ..1.. : l/._ . ./, 
CONCLUSION 
I ara aware that the implications of this ana.lysis of 
the correspondence of Bajau modes of conscjousness to the 
structural conditions of the social formation could be 
easily misconstrued. If the Bajau case were to be treated 
in isolation and outside the context of a comprehensive 
theoretical framework, its analysis might legitimately be 
criticized as ultimately depending on mechanisti~ reductjon. 
I would like to address this issue~ if in somewhat sketcby 
f o ::cm at the pre se:nt time, by arguJ..ng l) that the direct ion 
of Bajau change was (and · is) not 'determined' in any sim-
plistic, mechanistic sense and 2) that their peculiar res-
ponse to these historical forces can not be generalized to 
imply any inevitable pattern of accommodation of non-
Wes tern so ciet ie s to these forces. Let us beg in by re con --
sider ing Godelier's problematic of specifying the relation 
between the intentional and unintentional in social change. 
This analysis of the subjective Bajau interpret ation 
of change and the situational interplay of 1r.odes of con-
sciousness reveals consciousness as more than a mere mecha-
nical representation of changed relations of production. 
The Baj au di s cu s s ion o £ the o 1 d and n e v.r I idea ' c 1. ea T 1 y 
jmplies a recognition of will, of choice, of active parti--
cipation in the process of transformatio~. 
their response occurred in-the context of s t ru ct u r a 1 f o rrn s 
and interventions which were incompatible with existing 
social relations and forms. This consequence moreover 
could not hAve been apparent when the ultimately 1 critica J_ 1 
choices (to acquire the engine, to work for wages, to seek 
status beyond the boundaries of the Bajau identity) were 
origin~lly made. In the Baj au case) structu·ra l laws inter-
acted witll conscious rules an<l choices to produce change. 
The means and ends of Baj --1..1 social organization have under --
gone transformation that is indeed~~ mixed reality' both 
willed and un\··J j.1led (Godelier, 1972; 260). 
Godelier poses the hypothesis th~t systems have v~r1-
able capac ities to a·bsorb change 1·~ithout tr ar~~formation o :f 
basic re 1 at ion~hip s. Beyo·;:.d a cc rt ain point the system 
must evolve toiard a new structure of relations: 
- 99 ·-
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A structure has the property of tolerating 
and digesting cert ain types of event up to 
a certain point and time 1-Jhen it i. s th~. 
event that digests the structu ·re (Godelier ~, 
1 0'72 '410' ~/ . : .J lJ. 
The introduction of capitalist exchange po ssibil iti es 1 
clearly is the 'event! whi c h digested the 1 structure' o f 
Bc=,j au society. The Marxist model o f the transfo rmation 
process in which tise-valuc is destroye d in the svolution 
o f ex change v a l u e and co mm u n a 1 so c i al rel at ions are dis -· 
solved with the evolution of the mone.' relation is c learly 
demonstrated in this historical example. But any theo ry 
of socjal change which rejects mechan istic dete rmin ism mu.3t 
al~o seek to encompass corporate resistanc~ to indiv idualis t-
oriented development and ·cultural alternatives to the 
Western capitalist pattern~ neither of which the Bajau of 
Bangau-Bangau exemplify to date. 2 Certain provi ?os must 
then be emphasized to set this study in proper persp ective . 
First of alls it is possible to argue that the Baj au 
experience present s an exceptionally unmedi R~ed impression 
of the impact of the money relation in the developmen t of 
capitalist exchange relations and of the heg emoni c political-
ideological system on consciousnes s. These op e rated al -
most simultaneously in the destruction of the fu~:-mer en·-
closed, communal and subsistence-base d structu Te . Baj au 
1 enclosure' was as much_ imposed from tne outsj de on t1te 
basis of cultural and ecological exclusion by landed groups 
(Samal and Tausue), as it was founded on thei r internal 
subsistence relations and corresponding identification. 
Shared antl egalitRrian r e lations were premised on a loosely-
defined bilateral kin structure which is generally regarde d 
as a we a k b a s i s f o r 1 on g - t e rm co r po r a_ t e a c t iv :i. t y . 
1 SpecificaJ ly, tl1j_s occurred through the introduc tion 
of commodities which initially served tradition al Bajau 
culturaI goals, and through the subsequent introductJon of 
wage-labouT. 
2
r should qualify thi s by noting that some membeTs of 
the fishing and bo at- dwe lling sectors of the vil l age appear 
to have persisted in folloHing this way of Jife by chojce 
and tha t th e ir divorce from the village may represent a 
passive resistance to the changes taking place there. 
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What is interesting above all 1n this 
s:tuation IYelantan MalayJ i.s that these 
economic processes~ which had widened the 
gap between capi talj st enr.reprencurs and 
propertyless fishermen, were not cushioned 
to any apparent degree by the elaborate 
network of kinship tjes in the 1.ocal social 
system .... What it may implj is that such 
a bilateral kin structure, unlike a uni-
lineal descent group structurct tends not 
to promote corporate group actior.;. in tJ-1.e 
face of economic inequality (Firth, 1966: 
348; see also Wolf, 19G6: 93-94 and NJsh, 
1 ° 6 o'- • 5 'J _._ .;,,, .. . 
The lack of a land base as a focal poi:i1t for social rela-
tion ships and cultural tradition may have compour,ded the 
susceptib i lity of Bajau social structure to dissolution. 
Also, the nuclear fmnily ' as a basi.c economic uni~ was a 
part of the pre-capitalist structure encouraged ~y boat-
llving. So that, as Ma.rx suggests ( C8pit_aJ., I, -L9'i2 : 792), 
the capitalist mode of production ' set free ' ele~ents al-
r eady in the Baj au social structure ,·1hich were recombined 
in the new formation. 
Set free, oY ' activated' also by new structural poss1.-
bilities was the consciousness of subordination --·n,-' i 11 -a ...i . ~ 
f erio Ti ty only suppressed in the pre capita 1 is "i.: ·d10Je under 
conditions of effective enclosure by their o,~1 c0unterpcint 
mode of consci ou sness. Thi s consciousness of subordination 
can be said to have played a reciprocal rol e with external 
historical factors in tr ansforming their society. It 
natural 1 y predisposed the Eaj au to changes w]1i ch cir cum -
vented the ecological and cultural basis of their 10-vr sta-
tus. Ironically it also made ai..tractj_ve 1- i.., - ;·q O .1 p .... 1 J (_. ,. • U _. o f ccn-
sciousness propagated by the State society which offered 
redefinition of their status in a more ~-nclusive version 
of the old religio-ethnic idiom and 1,rhich synthesizec. these 
elements with notions of 'p rogress' 
al ready committed. thernselves to . 
th~l t the Ba~ au h~.d 
., 
Thi s recognizes consciousness as a pjvotal factor 1n 
social change. It is also consistent with theoretical 
interpretations establishing consciousness as part of, or 
internal to, social structu re (Althuss2r, 1971; Gottlieb, 
1975; Lichtman, 1975; Fro \v, l 9 7 7) . 
Human beings are not activ(~ J_n their 
d · l' r 1 1 • pro uct1ve ir.e Jnc, cons2qL:ent y conscious 
in the remainder of the~r existence. They 
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arc conscious in their prodLctiv e activity 
and a.c tive in the pre duct ion of their 
consciousness (Lichtman, 1975: 51). 
Tbe possibility that th2 precapit2. list mode of co n-
sciousne.ss may dominate the mode charac teriz ed. by' rnag kenj_.?.--=-
kenia relations is at th is point in tlme , ~ hypothesis 
suggested by the 1975 data~ but also lo gic 21l y co11sist cn t 
with the relations of dependency of the Malaysian state 
and its in~ernal ethnic minorities in the interna t ional 
c::1.pitalist system, and with the correlatj_ve stagnation 1n 
the local economy which is already apparent. 
There is no reason to assume that the diale~tic should 
stop there or that th~se transformations of Bajau conscious-
ness preclude future reassertion of egalitarian values or 
coop erative activity in a broader context. On e 0f the 
e s s en t i a 1 ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f i de o l o g i c a 1 :.--; y s t err. :3 i ~> the i r 
b . · d ' 1 t· t ' (Al .. I ·, o·-1 1' c:o tn' ~+ am i g u ~L t y an r e a iv e au o no my c 1 u s s c r } .L . . ; . J .., ~ .. ~ 
the same idea system can under certain conditio~s 'se rve 
the forces of liberation' as it had the forces of domin a tion 
as Sharp suggests (1976: 68; see also Hir st , 1S176: 396-97). 
The key problem of social science in the Marxist tradition 
is establishing those conditions . 
The contradictions between mode s of consc 1,J~1.sncss and 
the changing economic and political relation::, 1:/ith ·v;hich 
they interact in a social formation clearly affects the 
relative emphasis on different ideological cont~nts to 
serve counterpoin t functions. Kessle~'s (1972) analysis 
of the role of th~ Islamic idiom in Kelantan politics pre-
sents it~ not as fetish hiding exploit;iti,·.re relations . but 
as a foundation for collectivist solida.r i ty 1.egitim;:-:.ting 
peasant resistance to economic domi n~ti on by the national 
Malay elite. 3 Parochial limitations neverthel es s do char·-
acteriz e Kessler 1 s example as other cultural movements. 
This tendency is a major s t: 1mbling- block to theoretical 
extension of the class concept to etlmic, sex, etc. b~se d 
liber ation movements. Yet these constructs remain the 
source of the most powerfu l alternative (counterpoint) 
3The interests of this group as we have seen ~er e 
repr 0 sented by th e Malay comr:onent of the rulin g nat ional 
a 11 i an c e , 1t.r hi ch pre di cat e d many o f it s po 1 i c i e s on f o ri i': 2. ·-
1 is tic id en ti f j cation 1·ri th the same be 1 i e f sys tern . 
-103 -
values within and on the periphery of the capitalist ce n -
tTes. This is partly because social placement by rac e, 
religion, sex, ethnicity and even nation remains an eff i-
ci ent means of distrib0ting people into subordinate cl a s s es 
and automatically reproducing exploitative relations des-
pite the bourgeois ideal of free and equal individu a l com -
petition in the market . Perhaps also this is bec ause their 
con tinued existence as truncated elements of the pre-
capitalist modes from 1vhich they 1.vere recruited inevita bly 
guarantees the endurance of some of the values thet corres-
ponded to these modes . 
The r esu rg ence of these values in the con te}:t of im -
po sed , then reflexive or consciously constructed group iden-
. 
tities suggests the importance of clarification and sy s te-
matic application of the concept of t enclosure r (see pp. 
16 -1 7 ). The enclosure of social groups in the interests 
of efficient exploitation automatically provides a condition 
for recognition of identity of interest and alt e rnative 
modes of consciousness among themselves. Calls for auto-
nomous development, the resurgence of regional and ethnic 
identities, etc., reflect attempts to ~onsJ:ruct enclosure 
as bases for such alternative types of transfo:r1·1atj on. With 
an understanding of the se processes, the nex·t t~sk would lie 
1n formulating a theoretical and practical basis for trans -
cending these bound a r i e s so that rec o 1 ~st i tut e d c 11 l tu T a 1 -
ideologica l idioms and practices become the basis for uni. -
versal recognition of the common mateTial basis of these 
identities (Amin~ 1976a; Sharp, 1976). 
For the Bajau as for ourselves the persistence of pre -
capita]is t structures provide counterpoints around whi c h 
reorganization and restructuring are always possibilities. 
Mag tabang Temains both the historical precedent and lo g i-
cal opposition to m~g kenia-kenia. 
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GLOSSARY 
be}.anja·c -- supplies, equipment 
da,rah"n c:u,...ce- ~ ·n·pon-r·r. , (.-s l Te':iltl 1 __ ; ___ __.:::__. - .. J '- • :-, '.':, j lj 1 f:, C, .J ~ :, V\ , CL .L 
ier-~in an - ·- spon sor ship r eq·u ired for non ·-citizens to remain 
in Malaysia 
jJ:!1 - - ma 1 e or f crrt a ·i e s p i Y i t med i um s ; 
l. -- .,_ e 1~ c 0 • de ,.r 1· 4- ~.., c 1·,.: r i· t· .... 
cure il}ness a.nd 
liL .., - v ,"y • ..... !.1.. ..::, .,.,, l _ __ ,,,.., 
kati - - measure equivalent to 1. 33 pounds 
kumpit -- long, narrow boat for fishing and transport, 
capable of high speeds when motorized 
1 au t -· - sea 
lepa-lcpa __ 
luwa ' :::in - -· 
traditional round-bottomed houseboat and. 
f i shin g c T 2_ ~ t " e s p e c i a 11 y co mm on in the 
Semporna a:re. a 
derogatory term used by Tausug to refer to 
BaJ. rn1 1 "'ll+- J· "" ' 'n·-;1·1 g '--pa+ r 1ut' ' vomi"t' C'-1,., ~~-':'.:_-:-_.'.::.' I[ t , ~ l. J.. L ::, _) \.. d , ' v c , 
magambj t - - communal fi ·:-h drives practised tradi tionally 
-- by Baj au in certain seaso:1s 
mag kenia-kenia i:erm referring to relationships based 
on individualist ethic: 1 every man 
for himself'; 1 what's mine is mine, 
what's yours is yours ' 
t erm refer~ing to cooperative relations, 
S l-,a·:r ·i"n r;· 01-,·. 
mag tab_ang 
mag__ tendok 
_.. J. • J A /-:, .i '-' - ,_ , 
voluntary dep endency r 0 lationship in which 
a fisherman accepts loans or supplies in 
retu -rn for a prj or commitment to sell his 
fut1 re catches to a particular dealer 
maHdul - - overseer on PWD road construction cre\vs 
pang~ima 
pelaTia!~ 
12ela. ' u 
pikilan 
pi_~~l 
vinta 
·v i.11 a g e headman 
refugees from the civil war in the southern 
Philippines 
de-rogat.ory teTm used by Sai.0a l tc refer to Baj a·u 
laut. No single accept~d meaning , but probably 
h-as -origin in the ?v1alay word pr~ fo ~r boat 
-- - id c~ a , way of t] 1 i r;. king 
measure equiv2lcnt. to 133 pounds 
outrigger boathouses 
• pp1:.::1'l Dr v· T A , J'li A .I. 
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CD i'' ~US FOR MAP II - - 1 969 
~----·-- .. - -.. ---- ----- - .. 
House number. Name of J-·tousehold; rn ~ number of a du] t rn a 1 es 
f- number of adult £em~lc s 
c- number of chi.ld ren 
Lenk2..sani; 
Sampanbi1lan 
1. 
2 . 
3 , 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8, 
9, 
Silhati; 
Man am b c.r1 e ; 
Muwarani; 
2m, l f ~ l c. 
3m, 2 f, 4 c. 
Sm, Sf, 12c 
Ti ban; ~)111' ,..f 0 ,. 15c 
T . 4m 4£: 3c ..... ira tun; 
' 
Kari&.ni; 2m, lf:, Sc 
Tombad; c:: Jill' Sf> 8c 
10. Kua; 3m, 1 f, 7 e-
11 . 
12. 
13. 
Johari; 
Sarabi; 
Abu a 1 am; 
4m , 
6m, 
4m,, 
~f ~ ) 12c 
4£ ) Sc 
lf 
' 
1 ft I • Indahali; 3m, 4-f, 7c 
Sa ' igon; "') lf~ 4r L..ffi > V 
Pillasa 
empty 
15. 
1 6 . 
l 7. 
1 8. 
19 I 
. h .. iv1u s 1. l .,.an 1 , 
B ad u l 2. ; 6 ill , 
3m, 4:E, le 
7£ lSc 
' 
20. Dal]1ani; 3m } 2f, 3c 
21. Gidong; lm. lf. 4c 
2 2 • Ha j i B i an a ; 2 m , 1 f , 2 c 
2 ~) . C t ..,, (..">- ] c n I-I . ' • _. 0 0 , '-' l O u ~> ·~, ,;,_ J J Biana 
24 . Kahal; 7m • 2 f . , . i ,.... .l 1..-
2 r.· ~ n Ikee ; 8rn, 6£ , 3c 
26 . Talanha.ti~ 
2 1 . Ji an hat j ; 
28, Siharati.; 
29. Jklil; 
30. Udani; 
lm, 
4H1 
' 
Desal; lm, 
2m, :1 f) 
3m , 3 f, 
2m , " L Li :.i 
lf, Sc 
2£, 2c 
lf 
1 r ~ '-' 
2c 
3c 
31. 
'J. 2 
..) _, C Sariaba; ·~m, 3£, 4c 
33. Tulong; 4m , 4£, 8c 
34 . (See # 33) 
35 . Tiling; 4m, 4£, 17c 
36. 
37. 
j- 0 0 . 
3 9 . 
40. 
41. 
4 2 . 
43. 
4 4. 
4 C: ,J • 
Gumajal; 6m, 2£, Sc 
A 1 7.C ~ 1-\.wang; . m, , J..L, 1 c. 
Gilong; 
Rugu; 
DI- ~- -:..14. 
~.:., (..' . ' 
7 3 .c 7 Jm, I, C 
lm, 1 f ~ 4 C 
3m, 3f, Sc 
3m, 4 f, 7c. Ungohaja; 
Salibulan; r:· 6 .r:: C Jnl, J . , ~ C 
Tanjung BaJ:u; lm ~ 
Labu; 3m; 3 f 
Bilihati; 2r.1 , 2£ ., le 
4 6 Mal iha ni; lm, 2 f ~ 4 c 
47. lndon;:i,n; lm, lf,, 3c 
48. Midilhaya; 4m, 3 £ ) 7 c 
4 9 . L and cil( ; ~., rn , 6 f , 2 c 
50. 
51. 
52. 
5 ~5 ~ 
54. 
5 5 C 
Sama ran i; 
Mai s ah a li; 
Belung; 
1 ]1 ' 
1 D' 
.L. . I ' 
lf, 7c 
lf, Sc 
Abdul Kadil; 2rr1, lf 
Abdul; Sm, 4£, 1 4 c 
Talasi.a; 4m, 3£ ,. 6c 
7c 
~ 
0 
z 
<t: 
(1) 
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CENSUS FOR MAP III J a 7 S 
- ~ -
I-louse number. Name of household head; m- numbe r of adult 
males 
1 
...l.. • (Community Centre) 
Jo h ,_i - , . j · L1 m 5 f - 3 C 
. a. J. .. . ' • ' ~ (12 r) 
2 . 
'Z J • 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
Silai; 
Bad du ya ; l m , 1 f , 3 c , 
Haji Omar; 3m 1 3f, 6c (12 r) 
Ibno Ali; 2m, J.f (lr) 
Dalua; lm, lf, le 
7 . Hussin ; 4m, 4f} 8e (16r) 
8. ( see# 7) 
9 • D a km a t ; 2 m : 4 f ; 7 e 
10. Salai; 3m, 3£, 2e (Sr) 
11. Hajari; 2m, 3£, 4e (9r) 
12 . Mandor; 2m, 2£, 6c (lr) 
13. Juma ' ati; lm, lf, 2c (lr) 
14. Makling; 3m, 3£, Sc (lr) 
T h • • s .1£ ") 15. JU UYI, m, .- , t..C 
]6. Kiri; lm, lf~ le (3r) 
17. Salatu; 4m 1 5£, lOe (12r) 
18. Leksiun; Sm, Sf, llc 
19. Hiratun; lm> lf: 3c 
2 0 . Lank as an. i ; 3 m , 2 f , 2 c 
21 . (see #20) 
22 . Salbati; lm, lf 
23. 
24. 
25. 
Kitting; 
Manlik; 
Dandan ;, 
2m, 
2m:, 
') 
t...Til ' 
7f 
.) - ' 
3£ 
' 1 _c J... • , 
.... I ~ 
' \..-
2e 
Sc 
26. Elring; ll~r.i, 8£, 14c (2lr) 
27 . Lukdati; 3m, 2£, 4e 
28 . Bangsahalj; 2m, 2£, 4c (8r} 
29 . Jambatan; 2m, 2£, le (4r) 
30 . Luin; lm, 1£, 3c 
f- number or adult 
fem&les 
c - 1~ um b c ~ o f 
children 
Cr- number of 
refugees) 
3 1 .1. • Mang a.Sing . 3m, 2:f, 2c 
3 2 . Alba i; lm, l f, 1 c 
33. Juak; lm 
34. Abdul Lazid; Sm, 3£, 4c 
35. EjaJ Hat:i; ?.m, lfy le 
36 r7 -1 ~ r } 
. Lano; .Lm, J ~;:, t. e 
37. Sapalud.in; 2m, 2£, 7c 
3 8. L ahuJ :Li ; ] ms 1 f, 7 e 
39. (se2 # 2) 
4 0. 
41. 
Ali; " Lill, 
Alaljah; 
, f 
.L . } 
3 C , 
3e 
3£ ) 'Z ~ J\,... 
4 2. Sil 2'" ti; lm ~ 1 f : 2 e 
4 3 • G a r ad an ; 2 m , 2 f , 5 e 
4 4 . Bo rri. e o ; 1 m , 2 f , 8 c 
45. Arinjun; 2rn, 3 f , 6e 
4 6 • IV an i ; 2 m ; 2 f , 5 c 
47. Wilsin; 2m; 2f, Sc 
4 8 . Jain a ci_ ; 2m , 2 f , 2 c 
4 9. Tim bang a~1; lrn , 1 f , 1 c 
50. Buddaya; 2m, 2£ > Sc 
c-1 
.J • ~ 0 p:r1a· 7 ~ 3~ 4c l\. v .L b , J .a , ~ ? - (l Or) 
52 . Mandosani; 2m, 2£, 3e 
53. Bung a; lm 5 2£, 3c 
54. (see # 52) 
5 .S. L aku j an; lm, l f, 3 c 
56. Kuah; lm, lf, 4c 
57. (.see # 56) 
5 8. Pi ah; 3m, 2 f,, 3 e ( 8 r) 
.1arri; lm, 2£, le (4r) 
60. Ma jalis; 2m, 2f, 3c (7r) 
61. Psi Jo; lm, ., ,.. J.I (2T} 
6 2 . Is a 1 h a.n i ; 4 m , 3 f , 7 c 
6:S . Johari; 3m 
' 
i1 _,. J·z: C 
~1- L ~ 
64. Y0.ss0f; 2m, 2£~ 7c 
65. Jalrnarani; 3m, 2fr 8c 
6 6. Ba.~ a 1 ~-:at i; lm: 1 f, 1 c 
67. (see N 66) 
68. Mahanud; J.m, 2£, Sc 
60 ft~~- l lf ~ ., • F,J.. u 1 tu; m , _ : , 1., c 
70. Siharati; 3m, 3£, 12c 
71. Tahi1uJin; 3m, 3£, llc (9 r ) 
7 2, 
73. 
74. 
75. 
Hji Akbar: , 
Ninor; 3m, 
Me'T,.' l · 
., 5c ; 3rn, 
Eg2wa; ') L.-fG ' 
lm, lf 
' 
2c ( 4 r) 
7. f ' Sc ( l pr) 
7-f 
.J - ' 
9c (6r) 
1.r-
J.. ' 
Sc 
76. Abdul Hapi; 3m~ 4£, 2c (lr) 
78. Abua.larn; 4m: 4:f, 6c 
79 -~ ~ h -, . 4 ~f 7 .. Lnc.a.,. a ..... i; m, j , c ( 2 y) 
8 0. Pc 1 is s an i ; 2m, 3 f :i 4 c 
81. Lagayani; 2m, 2-f $ 3c 
82. Ha.sali; 3m, 3£, 4c 
83. Abdul Majid; lm, lf, 3c 
- 1, 
. 1 -'- -
2c 
., 07 J.. J • (SC8 # 102) 
, 104. Alirioh; 3rn, 
105. 
lOG. 
6. t . , ') " ,- ... 
n . LK; "--'m, t.: :.c , ~c 
6c 
(2r) 
R t • m . ">, .. a a ... :. , t..Jt, 2£: Sc 
107. Ismail; bc,use under 
construction 
]08. Kahar·, "m 1 ±-:,, . i ,, J. . 
·og s 1· - 7 ~ 1 . . a i; t.m, ,..,~ 
110. Butuh; 2m, 2£ 
111. Alipari; lm, 3£, 4c 
.., ·1 ~ 
.l __ L,' Muhammed; :J.m, lfj le 
1]3. Abdul; lrn:; J.f,. 3c 
1-14. I'k"h 2 ~r .. ~ :i . ; ffi , ~ I ~ 2c 
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2f 
' 
lf, 4c 
lf 
1 1 .. ~ _,_ \~ 
llc 
( 7 r) 
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.Sm ' 7f 
' 
16c C20r'J ... ?'°' I J. .... i.., • Guncng: 2m, 2£5 4c 
85. Haibalani; 3m, 2£, 3c 
86. Undalu; 2m, 2£, Sc (lr) 
87. Habi; 3m> 4£ .. 2c (J.T) 
8 8 . Amm i ; 2 m , 2 f ~ 1 c ( 5 r ) 
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90. (see # 89) 
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- ., 
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Jll ' ._ ' 
l see fr 1~''7) {~ J 
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. .) J • 
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4 (" 
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150. Tanjong Baru; 2m, 2£~ 6c 
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.) -'- - ' 
1 C- 2 J.. .) ' • Al kisun; lm, l .c .L j :5 C 
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15 9 .. Salium; 2m, 2f, le 
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168. Bellung; Sm, C' .C 
.) _L ' 8c 
(12 r) 
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APPENDIX II 
.----- -------~ ... --
Inter1 iew Quest i ons 19 ·; s - . .... " 
Househo ld Residents : 
1:1 Name of household head. 
1 : 3 a) Parne b) Sex c) Ag e d) Occupation of hou....,ehold 
ntern be rs . 
1: 4 a ) Are there any members of this household 
working and living away from home? 
b) Why did they leave? 
c) How often do they return to Bangau-Eangau? 
1:5 a ) Po ssession of f o llowing by members of household: 
ho1..1s e 
boat 
c ngin e 
au tomobile 
electricity 
television 
furni .. u re 
shop 
b) Did you purchase the yourself or did you 
sh are t h e cost ·witl1. soineon~e? Who? 
1: 6 a. ) Has anyone in t his household st~:i.d:i.ed at school? 
1:7 
2~2 
2 • Y : .) 
2 : 13 
2:1 4 
2:1 5 
2:1 8 
b) Where? 
c) How many years? 
d) Does anyone in the household speak Malay? 
a) Has anyone in this household goLe to the hos-
p ital this year? Dver before? 
b) Do you save money in the ban} or keep it in 
Bangau -Bangau? Why? 
c) Are you Muslim? Do you go to Mosque in town 
or in Bang au- Bang au? How often? Vihen did you 
. . - - ? J o i Jl 1 s l a.m . 
What do you think about. Ba:nga\J.- Bangau r) e fore com --
p ared to Bang au - Banga"i.l now? Hc,w hav e things 
cha.nged? 
Ar e Ban g au - Bang au p e op le now e qua 1 w i th 1 a ,.1 d 
p eopl e? 
Do you think it is a good idea for people in 
Bangau-Bangau to live and marry with land reople? 
I s i t eas i er to have success if everyone works 
collectivf~ly [rn 9:1; tabang_] or if each person looks 
out for himself [mag _kenia-kenia]? 
:~as everyone J.n 
Would you 1 ike 
Bang au-· Bang au? 
Bangau-Bangau become Muslim? 
anything to be I.~ 11an" E·r1 •. J b · -.I. now in 
2 :19 l'hat would you l ike for yo:;.r children in the 
fvture? 
., 15 
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Question s for Boat-dwellers: 
.., 1 .. < 
, . Name, occupation, appr oximate age and number of 
people living in boat. 
3~ ? Do you have any relatives living in houses? 
·i:. • 4 J , 
:5: 5 
3:6 
3:7 
Bo,v long have you lived in Scmporna'? 
Bave you ever worked for wages? 
Is it better to fish or to work for w~ges? 
When you f is l1 how much casb clo you make in a 
month? 
Does someone else sell i · ht~ ±-:: J. c:. 11 i-:: ~. 1~ \i~ r , 1 i ? ,_,. ....__ ....... __ u - ~ v ·-· 
a) Are you rtendok' to him? 
b) What do you rece~ve from him in cash? 
1. n k1· 11d·- ? ~ n ,., mon t }1? . . .... • .t . ... a J .... ,,... ,,, • • 
3 : 8 Do you. have a. Ma 1 a y s i an i cl c Ji tit y card? 
blue or red? · 
Is it 
a) Who is your sponsor? 
b) Ha.\re you applied for citizenship? 
Questions 1:7 through 2:19. 
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